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Minutes/Actions:

Salinity & Water Quality Alliance
Reference Group meeting
25 November 2014, Wellington Council Offices
Present:
David Waddell – Orange Council 

Diana Kureen – Central Tablelands LLS

Kath Mann – Parkes Council

Damon Cupitt – Lithgow Council 

Chris McCulloch – Central Tablelands LLS

Cherie Hughes – Central West LLS
Deborah Taylor – Bathurst Council

Joel Little – Bathurst Council
Lynton Auld – Dubbo Council

Brad Condon – Warrumbungle Council

David Waddell – Orange Council

Warwick Doulman – Cabonne Council
Jean Ellis – Mid-Macquarie Landcare
Brian Parker – Blayney Council

Cassie Liney – Mid-Western Council

Gary Scott-Holland – Lachlan Council

Catriona Jennings – Dubbo Council
Craig Bennett – Wellington Council

Donna Sims – Orange Council

Matthew Cock – Coonamble Council

Apologies:

Murray Wood – Dubbo Council

Belinda Barlow – OROC

Stan Robb – Wellington Council
Heather Nicholls – Cabonne Council
Andrew Cosier – Wellington Council
Roger Smith – Orange Council
Tim Riley – Bogan Shire Council

John Francis – Orange City Council

Brendan Hayes – Weddin Shire Council
Grant Baker – Blayney Council 

Greg Matthews ​– CWLLS Board

Mick Callan – Bathurst Council

Presenters:

Dr Siwan Lovett – Central Tablelands LLS

Lori Gould – Central West LLS

Clayton Miller – Central Tablelands LLS
Richard Wheatley – Office of Water
Jeanette Nestor – Office of Water
Stephanie Yu – EPA
Facilitators: Diana Kureen


Agenda Item 1 Opening and Welcome
· The meeting was opened at 9:40am
· Acknowledgement was made of the Traditional Owners of the Land and their Elders past and present.
· Introduction of participants.

· Introduction to the meeting and outline of the content was made.

· WHS considerations for the meeting.

Review of Previous Minutes and actions
· Scott Charlton attended Macquarie Valley Weeds. 
· Letter re 10/50 clearing unable to be finalised before submissions closed. Bathurst Council did however write submission.
· Salinity Training Course flyers distributed.

MOTION: Minutes from previous meeting be accepted
Moved: David Waddell
Seconded: Lynton Auld
Agenda Item 2 Working on Waterfront Land
· Presentation by Richard Wheatley with Janette Nestor from Water Regulation Group of the Office of Water, on compliance issues, plus distribution of information.
· Office of water would like to work more closely with Councils on waterfront land approvals, as both Council and Office of Water provide approvals. Councils concerned that they are trying to make decisions for improved outcomes for development and riparian zones which aren’t sometimes supported by Office of Water decisions. 
· Office of Water website has information in regard to Water Management Act – which covers 40m from the mean high water mark – information on the website includes crossing construction guidelines. 
· Office of Water  use Strahler order 1-3 to denote standard widths riparian protection. This includes riparian zone and  a buffer.

· Councils are exempt from controlled activity approvals.

· Resnagging and remediation – single entry point for bulldozers is the preferred method.

· Fisheries and Office of Water can give inconsistent advice – as they work under different regulations. Apparently there are no plans to revisit these inconsistencies in the near future.

· Councils requested that both the Office of Water and Fisheries provide a media release identifying their areas of control and when and where permits are required, etc. ACTION
Agenda Item 3 Australian River Restoration Centre and Greening Australia presentation
Dr Siwan Lovett presented to the group.

· Advised that the research undertaken by Land & Water Australia was on the ARRC website.
· ARRC look at Science and Practice through projects such as Rivers of Carbon, Rivers of Life and Finterest and supported the wider dissemination of knowledge and communication through RipRap journal.

· Rivers of Carbon, Rivers of Life – riparian zones are the best place to invest for multiple outcomes. Linking to carbon farming initiative was a motivation for some farmers. Habitat creation for four species. Work with the willing.

· On-ground project - Boorowa River Recovery – collaboration with EnviroTrust and Lachlan LLS. ARRC now working along Murrumbidgee with SE LLS.

· Finterest – 10 years of experience from Native Fish Strategy.
· Finbox – web based information on – Movement and Migration, Fish habitats, Native and Introduced Species, Engaging people.

· True Tales of the Cod – River histories of the Murray Darling Basin – website with 17 videos: www.truetales.com.au 

· Great if Salinity & WQ Alliance could work together with ARRC. Look for opportunities. ACTION
Lori Gould of Greening Australia presented to the group on the Boorowa River Recovery project 
· Manage river for multiple benefits, linking “good bits” 18 out of 19 property owners came on board. 
· 6 years of monitoring. 115 kms of river rehabilitated – 95% fenced. Mostly revegetation works – direct seeding. Only small percentage of structural works undertaken.
· Cost benefit approach with sustainable agriculture a big focus. But also the headwaters of the Boorowa River and therefore beneficial impact on town water supply. Removal of willows equivalent to a quarter of the annual town water supply.

· Lori’s Masters thesis on this project has already been sent.

Agenda Item 4 RiverStyles – Priority Settings and Remediation
Clayton Miller – Central Tablelands LLS
Clayton described the RiverStyles most commonly found across the region and how investment has been prioritised. He also showed case studies of remediation works undertaken based on using this framework. 
Discussion on the morning’s presentations continued on-site at the Macquarie River

Agenda Item 5 Alliance Update 
Project Support Officer Position
Interviews have taken place and a successful candidate chosen, who will start in January 2015. The person chosen will be able to provide good support for the councils.
Thanks to Murray Wood and Deborah Taylor for being on the interview panel.

Ecosystem Enhancement – Riparian Program

Orange City Council has been awarded the $10,000 grant available from Central Tablelands LLS for works on Rifle Range Creek. This degraded urban creek will benefit from revegetation works as well as in-stream and stormwater remediation works.

20 Million Trees Program 

A number of the Councils, including Parkes, Bathurst, Orange, Dubbo and Mid-Western, indicated they had applied for this funding to undertake revegetation works at different sites. Some of the Councils were also hoping that the Green Army could be involved in projects if successful. 
Central West Community Advisory Group

Cherie explained that the Board of the Central West LLS wish to have a Community Advisory Group (CAG), with representatives from each of their Reference Groups. This CAG would meet every two months after CWLLS Board meetings. As Chair of the Salinity & Water Quality Alliance, Murray Wood has been involved in these discussions. The group passed the motion that:

“The Central West Councils’ Salinity & Water Quality Alliance Local Government Reference Group would continue as before (quarterly meetings), and that the Chair of the Alliance would nominate who would attend the Central West LLS CAG meetings -  attendance at these meetings would rotate amongst the Councils in the Central West LLS region.”  
S&WQ Alliance Intranet

Matter deferred until next year.

Roadside Grazing Approvals

The proposed draft template and background information had been sent out to all the Councils for comment. Diana went through the comments and issues received. It was decided a small steering committee of Debbie Archer - Dubbo City Council, David Waddell – Orange City Council and Diana would finalise the changes before sending it back to the relevant LLS staff. Hopefully it will be ready for use at the start of 2015. ACTION
Alliance 5 Year Plan

This will be reviewed in the new year, once both LLS have more clearly defined their own strategic plans and the new Project Support officer is on board.

Contamination Central  - Regional Capacity Building grant from the EPA

Stephanie Yu from the EPA and Joel Little from Bathurst Regional Council (which is administering the grant) explained how this $450,000 grant will be run out over the next two and a half years. This grant is for the Bathurst-Orange-Dubbo Sustainability Alliance and the S&WQ Alliance to gain capacity through the creation of plans and training with support from a dedicated Project Officer. It is hoped that the full time Project Officer for this project will be engaged early in the new year. This Officer will be housed at one of the participating Councils.

All the Councils present showed interest in being involved in the project, so that they can better manage contaminated sites in the future. Each participating Council will be charged a once-only administration fee of $750.00.

Joel will contact each Council with a Terms of Reference and Membership Agreement for signing. ACTION 

A Steering Committee, consisting of representatives from Bathurst, Orange and Dubbo and LLS and the Chair of the S&WQ Alliance plus Stephanie Yu, who agreed to be part of the committee, will meet on a quarterly basis – when possible after the Local Government Reference Group meetings.
The first Steering Committee meeting took place after the close of this meeting. 
Next Meeting – 17 March 2015 (TBC) in Orange
The meeting closed at 3:00pm
Signed as a true and accurate record:
Diana Kureen






Diana Kureen
Snr Strategic Land Services Officer – Local Government
Central Tablelands (and Central West) LLS
diana.kureen@lls.nsw.gov.au
02 6339 4908
0427 298 939
Key Actions /Agreements from this Meeting
	Key Action/

Agreement
	Responsibility
	Priority
	Status
	Due By / Notes

	ACTION: Office of Water and Fisheries to be asked to provide media release of what they require for development on waterfront/riparian areas.
	Diana
	Medium
	
	March 2015

	ACTION: Opportunities for collaboration with ARRC on riparian restoration works to be identified and funding to be sort when possible.

Councils to identify what projects they would like to undertake
	All
	Medium
	
	First 6 months of 2015

	ACTION: Changes to Draft Roadside Approval permit document to be finalised and sent back to relevant LLS staff. 
	Steering Committee

	HIGH


	Done
	11 December 2014

	ACTION: Contamination Central grant - Terms of Reference and Membership Agreement distributed to all S&WQ Alliance Councils for signing.
	Joel Little
	HIGH
	
	January 2015


Key Actions /Agreements from previous Meeting
	Key Action/

Agreement
	Responsibility
	Priority
	Status
	Due By / Notes

	ACTION: Contacts register of LLS and Council staff involved in permits be created and distributed. 
	Diana 

	HIGH

	Done
	17 October 2014

	ACTION: Draft permit document be circulated for comment and finalised.
	Diana 


	HIGH
	Done
	1 November 2014

	ACTION: Draft procedure of how to obtain a permit 
	Tim Seears
	HIGH
	Done
	1 November 2014

	ACTION: Letter on behalf of the Alliance outlining the Alliances concerns in regard to 10/50 clearing laws, be addressed to the Minister for Local Government and the RFS. 
	Kate Alberry
	HIGH
	Not done
	10 October 2014

	ACTION: Invite to Scott Charlton (scott.charlton@dpi.nsw.gov.au) to attend BIS training at Lachlan & Macquarie Valley users regional weeds meeting in Bathurst in November 2014 
	Roger Smith
	HIGH
	Done
	10 October 2014

	Action – Councils to forward any other programs etc. that need to be noted for the Regional Growth Plans to Diana 
	Councils with input
Diana
	HIGH
	Ongoing
	1 November 2014

	ACTION: Salinity training course flyers distributed 
	Cherie
	HIGH
	Done
	10 October 2014
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