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GUIDING DELIVERY OF FUTURE ENVIRONMENTAL DEVELOPMENT 
 ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

 

The Farmers Creek Master Plan will 
be developed as a strategic 
document to guide the future 
environmental and recreational 
works in the Farmers Creek 
Catchment within the Lithgow Local 
Government Area. 

Waterway Health Issues and 
Opportunities 
The major issues and opportunities 
within the Farmers Creek catchment 
that need to be addressed as part of 
the Farmers Creek Precinct Master 
Plan include: 

 Revegetation, creek 
enhancement and weed 
management; 

 Erosion and bed/bank 
stabilisation works; 

 Stormwater drainage treatment; 
 Litter management; 
 Water quality enhancement; 
 Farmers Creek catchment health 

condition assessment; 
 Flood management; and 
 Extension of the walking/cycle 

path development associated 
with Farmers Creek 

Project Activities 
A consultant will be engaged as part 
of this project to develop the Farmers 
Creek Precinct Master Plan in 
consultation with key Council staff. 

The Farmers Creek Precinct Master 
Plan will outline the opportunities for 
the future environmental, 
recreational and tourism potential of 
Farmers Creek to be realised.  It is 
anticipated that this plan will be the 
first step in reconnecting the Lithgow 
community to their main urban 
waterway. 

Community Engagement 
A Project Steering Committee will be 
developed to ensure that there is 
meaningful community involvement 
and feedback in this project. 

The Project Steering Committee will 
be based on membership from 
Central Tablelands LLS, Lithgow 
Oberon Landcare Group, 
Environmental Advisory Committee 
as well as other members of the 
Lithgow community. 

 

Concrete Channelisation 
Sections of Farmers Creek within Lithgow 
have been converted to concrete channels 
in order to convey stormwater more 
rapidly away from the urban area.  This 
destroys nearly all natural ecological 
functions and can lead to downstream 
flooding. 

 

Sedimentation 

Sediment and soil washed from 
construction sites and other areas 
accumulates in Farmers Creek and 
smothers the natural pebble base.  This has 
a major impact on aquatic vegetation and 
native fish and other fauna species such as 
frogs that rely on the pebble base for 
feeding and breeding functions.
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It is considered that the best path to 
environmental rehabilitation of 
Farmers Creek is by engaging the 
public and ensuring community 
support for these works. 

Reconnecting People With 
Farmers Creek 
By reconnecting the community to the 
Farmers Creek waterway through the 
provision of walking/cycle paths and 
other recreational development, it is 
anticipated that a greater 
understanding and appreciation of the 
creek environment will be developed. 

The Farmers Creek Precinct Master 
Plan will guide future development of 
recreational linkages throughout the 
Farmers Creek Catchment.   

Added to this will be the opportunity 
for members of the public to become 
involved in creek rehabilitation works 
such as community planting days and

Clean Up Australia 
Day events held 
within the 
catchment. 

Providing access to 
the creek with the 
addition of 
educational 
signage allows 
people to 
understand the 
environmental 
issues associated 
with Farmers Creek 
and waterways 
more broadly.  

Additionally, 
people engaged 
with the creek can 
see firsthand the 
environmental 
issues. 

 

 

 

 

 
More Information 
Mick Callan 
Project Support Officer 
Environment & Waterways Alliance 
E mick.callan@lls.nsw.gov.au 
P 02 6333 2323  M 0400 968 201 

The Central Tablelands Local Land 
Services funding supports land 
managers and community with 
improving and managing the health of 
our landscape.  Working together to 
enhance our natural resources and build 
productive, profitable and robust 
communities. 

The Waterway Values – Local 
Government project aims to assist 
councils throughout the Central 
Tablelands to protect and enhance our 
natural environment through the 
delivery of projects that exhibit best 
management practice and innovative 
solutions to existing issues. 

This incentive funding has a particular 
focus on improving waterway health 
while concurrently providing community 
education and engagement.  This is 
being achieved by targeting funding 

towards councils that can demonstrate 
the appropriate planning, project 
management and community 
engagement skills to complete a project 
of this nature. 

Councils must be members of the 
Central West Councils Environment & 
Waterways Alliance to be eligible for 
funding. 
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