
Stormwater2016 – The Countdown Is On
All elements of this outstanding professional development program are now in place.

The Trade Show exhibitors are working on new and innovative ways to present their 
brilliant new technologies.

The social program is becoming more and more exciting by the day and the sun is even 
getting ready to shine.

The countdown for our major professional development activity, Stormwater 2016 is 
well and truly on.

The Conference will take place at the Marriott Resort, Surfers Paradise from the 29th 
August to the 2nd September this year.

With well over 150 delegates already registered, the event is shaping up as one of our 
most successful professional development activities ever and you should be there. 

To download a copy of the full Conference Program go to:
http://www.stormwater2016.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Conference-
Program-3.pdf

With a mix of full and half day Pre-Conference Workshops kicking us off on the 29th 
August, the Conference will get off to an outstanding professional development start. 

The Conference proper begins on 30th August and will feature a keynote presentation 
from Kim Stephens, Executive Director of the Partnership for Water Sustainability 
in British Columbia, Canada. Delegates will then have the difficult task of choosing 
between 24 first class concurrent presentations over the remainder of the day. These 
presentations will feature experts from government, academia, research facilities and 
industry.

Day 2 of the Conference will feature two keynotes Mark Babister (WMA Water) and 
Dr Katherine Daniell (ANU) followed by a further 32 concurrent presentations, again 
featuring industry leaders from across the country.

Continues page 2
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Continued from front page

The social highlight of the Conference will take place on the 
evening of 31st August with the Stormwater 2016 Conference 
Dinner and National Awards for Excellence presentation. 

Day 3’s keynote Rachael Robertson an Antarctic Expedition 
Leader, Bestselling Author and Leadership Expert will be one of 
the real highlights. This will be followed by an update on the all 
important Senate Inquiry. Then among many highlights from the 
concurrent sessions will be the opportunity to hear from the 
winners of the National Awards for Excellence from the previous 
night in their special “On the Couch” sessions.

The closing keynote, built around the Conference theme of 
“Rising to the Challenge,” will feature Mike Groom, one of 
Australia’s great adventurers and this will ensure the Conference 
proper finishes with a bang... but it’s not all over.

The following day features an outstanding technical tour 
where delegates will be given the opportunity to visit first 
class stormwater installations and discuss the strengths and 
challenges of the development and implementation of those 
installations with those responsible as well as industry peers.

If you are in any way involved in stormwater management 
from the community engagement, design, construction, supply, 
evaluation or assessment perspectives, you really should be 
at Stormwater 2016. Go to the website now to register and 
book your place for what is certain to be our most outstanding 
professional development event ever. 
http://www.stormwater2016.com.au/online-registration/

Chris Gray, Editor
editor@stormwater.asn.au

Vale: Neville Jones
A long term member of the Stormwater community and a Life 
Member of Stormwater Queensland, Neville Jones passed away 
peacefully at home on Sunday, 15th May.

Neville was a founding member and driving force behind the 
establishment of SIA QLD and one of the original Board of 
Directors of SIA National. He had a long standing passion for 
Stormwater management and was responsible for the first 
edition of the Queensland Urban Drainage Manual (QUDM). 

One of life’s true gentlemen, a statesman for our industry and 
a great friend he will be sadly missed. Messages of condolence 
can be sent to Paul Jones, Neville’s son, paul@millar-jones.com

President’s Message
Hello again stormies,

This edition features prominently 
Stormwater16 prominently 
and why shouldn’t it? We are 
very proud of our National Conference and the 
way it brings together the very best from across 
all aspects of stormwater management to learn, 
discuss, socialise get excited and motivated to 
make a real difference.

It’s always a long journey putting a conference 
together, but looking at what’s in store in I am 
really proud of the job that the team has done 
in putting together a great program. As with our 
previous conference in Adelaide I am really keen to 
ensure the experience will inspire people and be 
one that people will talk about for years to come.

By the time this is read we should know the 
outcome of what has been a long election 
campaign. As the major parties concentrate on 
key messages and their credentials as economic 
managers there has been a notable absence of 
focus on climate change and environment issues. 
It will be interesting to interpret the composition 
of the incoming government and how prominence 
on these issues can be improved in the new 
parliament.  

In particular, we will have to ensure that a 
newly formed Senate picks up the Inquiry into 
Stormwater as relevant business and requests a 
government response. This is something that is in 
our bailiwick to influence, and will require a co-
ordinated effort across states. While not directly 
focussed on advocacy the Lindsey Beck and Peter 
Canny pre-conference workshop is relevant as it 
recognises that we have to get much better at 
communicating the solutions we offer.

I’m particularly impressed by the efforts of 
Stormwater Queensland chronicled in this edition 
to develop a position paper on what has been a 
hot topic in their jurisdiction. I am aware from 
numerous conversations that there are distinct 
differences in having offsets and having an 
accountable process to make them work. It is also 
true to say that offsets are not the only answer, 
and depending on the problem you seek to solve 
localised solutions are often valid. I imagine some 
of these fundamental issues may well have been 
themes that ran through the Western Australia Pits 
and Pipes debate, and it is a healthy sign that after 
a rigorous debate people were able to hang around 
and carry on the conversation.

For many award entrants in the various states it is 
a nervous time waiting to hear the outcomes. From 
the feedback I’ve had from judges the quality this 
year has again surpassed previous efforts and we 
are looking forward to judging the best of the best 
for the national awards.

President’s Message - continued from previous column

Finally, I am pleased to report that the SQIDEP process is finally 
attracting interest amongst key water agencies and regulators 
in various states.  It has been a long road but a worthwhile one.  
There is still a fair bit to do but we are getting it right at the 
start and that is most important.

With so much on, I look forward to being able to speak with as 
many of you in person at Stormwater16.

SIA there….. 

Andrew Allan, National President
nationalpresident@stormwater.asn.au

http://www.stormwater2016.com.au/online-registration/
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This rule maintains the initial capital cost of 
infrastructure is about 20% of the life-cycle cost, 
the other 80% largely represents a future liability, 
and each year the funding shortfall grows. If 
communities are struggling to finance replacement 
or renewal of core infrastructure for essential 
water and sewer services, why would any Council 
also knowingly take on an unfunded drainage 
liability (due to impacts on the Water Balance)?

Everyone should know that the time to shape 
future life-cycle costs is at the community planning 
front-end. One of the key messages of the 
partnership was explicit, ‘get it right at the front-
end; avoid a liability.’

To promote a holistic approach to infrastructure 
asset management, the Partnership framed three 
objectives for Sustainable Service Delivery.
1. Pay down the legacy cost of engineered 

infrastructure,
2. Reduce the life-cycle cost of new 

infrastructure,
3. Mimic the natural Water Balance to forestall 

life-cycle liabilities.

Sustainable Service Delivery is the singular aim. 
Asset Management is the means to achieve the 
aim. And the key document ‘Asset Management for 
Sustainable Service Delivery: A Framework for BC’ 
is recognised as the game-changer.

As of 2016, BC is progressing. Yet, persistent 
challenges for practitioners to adopt, change or 
evolve standards of practice means there is still a 
substantive disconnect between understanding and 
implementation. 

After a decade and a half, a pattern in the local 
government setting is one of missed opportunities 
to “get it right” at the time of planning and/
or design. This perpetuates inadequate and/
or uninformed practices by default.  But we are 
working very hard on changing that and we are 
having success.

I am really looking forward to joining you at 
Stormwater2016 and telling you more about this 
very exciting journey.

 

Towards Sustainable Watershed 
Systems, through Asset Management
Kim Stephens will provide the opening Keynote address at 
Stormwater2016. This brief summary of an OP-ED piece from Mr 
Stephens provides insights into how Asset Management British 
Columbia (BC) and the Partnership for Water Sustainability 
in BC’s high quality program which they have branded: 
‘Sustainable Watershed Systems, through Asset Management.’

He argues that ‘a key first step on the pathway to a water-
resilient future is recognition that the Water Balance of 
watersheds in urban areas is out of balance. 

‘A legacy of past community planning and infrastructure 
servicing practices is the failure to protect the natural Water 
Balance. A watershed is an integrated system. Restoring 
hydrologic integrity, and thus the Water Balance, is the pathway 
to a water-resilient future. Achieving this will require a long-
term commitment by the community at large, successive 
Municipal Councils and Regional Boards, and generations of 
land and water professionals’.

The key document in this program is ‘Asset Management for 
Sustainable Service Delivery: A Framework for BC.’ It makes the 
link between local government services, the infrastructure that 
supports the delivery of those services and watershed health.

Stephens goes on to talk about the importance of ‘Cathedral 
Thinking’: ‘In embarking on this journey to a water-resilient 
future, we can learn from our ancestors. The grand creations 
of antiquity were not designed with a quarterly report or 
4-year election term in mind. The builders of great cathedrals 
in medieval times thought in terms of multiple generations 
carrying out their work, to complete a dream that would not be 
realised until long after the originator’s death.

When we think of a cathedral two aspects come to mind: a 
soaring aspiration; and a grounded structure firmly planted 
throughout time. Cathedral thinking aptly describes the vision 
for Sustainable Watershed Systems!’

The genesis of the ‘Sustainable Watershed Systems, through 
Asset Management’ program was a workshop in 2010 where 
the vision for sustainable service delivery was floated. Some 
six years later it is still recognised that the challenge is the 
‘integration’; getting every discipline to recognise each others’ 
contribution plus getting organisations to work together on a 
common path.

The other challenge 
is communicating and 
understanding the message. The 
word environment is changing 
with time as are the methods of 
communicating and the form of 
the messages. 

One of the key messages the 
partnership has promoted is the 
emphasis on the 80-20 life-cycle 
rule for infrastructure costs. 
It has proved very effective 
in capturing and focussing 
attention. 
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Why Our Members are the “Best of the Best”
One of the highlights of Stormwater 2016 will be the presentation of the National Awards for Excellence in 
Stormwater Management. 

Awards are presented in six different categories, they are:
1. Asset management
2. Infrastructure
3. Integrated stormwater design 
4. Policy or education
5. Research and innovation
6. Strategic or master planning

The finalists in each of these categories will have already won their State Award. 

In the build up to the National Awards night we plan to profile each month one of the winning projects, which we 
believe is just another example of why our members are the best of the best.

Victoria’s Gum Scrub Creek Project – A Classic Example of Excellence 
in Integrated Stormwater Design
Some five years from design to completion, the Gum Scrub Creek Project was a standout winner of Stormwater 
Victoria’s Excellence in Integrated Stormwater Design Category last year.

Gum Scrub Creek is a large new built ecology between the town centre and residential neighbourhoods of Officer in 
Melbourne’s south-eastern growth corridor. 

As a category winner, the project now goes on to compete with category winners from all the other states. Winners of 
the National Awards will be announced at Stormwater Australia’s National Awards Dinner on 31st August 2016.

The Awards Dinner, which is being generously sponsored by the leading manufacturers, Stormwater360, is the social 
highlight of Stormwater 2016, our National Conference which will take place on the Gold Coast from Monday, 29th 
August to Friday, 2nd September, 2016.

The site of the Gum Scrub Creek Project was part of the Great Swamp, an area of rich biodiversity, inhabited for 
thousands of years by the Kulin Nation before being cleared and directed into an agricultural drain to sustain farming.

Following rezoning of the land for urban growth with a conservation overlay, it is now a 100m wide, 1km long 
waterway corridor that exceeds best practice for constructed waterways, delivering crucial stormwater services and 
environmental and recreational value to the new Officer Township being developed by Places Victoria. 

The Gum Scrub Creek Project was completed by Outlines Landscape Architecture. Their brief was to provide design 
lead, to facilitate execution of the crucial maintenance agreement between the Cardinia Shire Council and Melbourne 
Water, to undertake project coordination of the seeds, plants, nurseries and ultimately to be superintendent for the 
execution of the construction contract by Australian Ecosystems.

The project required constant collaboration between Places Victoria, Melbourne Water, Cardinia Shire Council and the 
Cities as Water Supply Catchment Research Team and all their stakeholders and numerous expert consultants.

Gum Scrub Creek now incorporates a meandering low flow system connected by sedimentation ponds by a filtration 
system, lateral fingers and habitat ponds that will be surrounded by public open space and connect to the new 
suburbs via shared paths and bridges.

The construction included the relocation of 600,000 cubic metres of silty soil for reuse within the housing areas, the 
propagation of 5kg of site collected indigenous seed by six locally based nurseries, the installation of 60,000 square 
metres of biodegradable jute mat and the planting and maintenance of 400,000 plants over the hottest, driest, 
wettest, windiest, muddiest and coldest months by a committed team (after all it is in Victoria).

Habitat corridors were designed through plant species, selection and planting profiles. Open, and Closed Permeable 
planting profiles, responded to movement patterns of the Southern Brown Bandicoot as well as providing 
opportunities for public open space connections along the length of the creek. 

Gum Scrub Creek also supports the regeneration of a range of endangered and threatened flora and fauna. Two 
dedicated Growling Grass Frog ponds were constructed with innovative passive systems for their maintenance.

Continues page 9

Best of the Best
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The Technical Advisor and the Changing Landscape of Stakeholder 
Engagement
by Lindsey Beck and Peter Canny
The stormwater industry is changing to meet the demands of modern cities with growing complexity in physical and 
social infrastructure. The expectation of community and government both is for us to be more collaborative and 
inclusive in decision making. How we effectively achieve that is one of the great challenges our industry faces. How do 
we do that and navigate stakeholder expectations and the need to collaborate with a growing number of professions 
outside our own? 

The simple, yet not so straightforward, answer is that technical professionals need to play a new role of “advocate” 
for their ideas and expertise with no official training on how to actually do this. Technical specialists now find 
themselves spending an increasing amount of time on engagement-related activities and away from their specialty. Or 
they rely on internal communications teams that often lack the right technical background to give them a meaningful 
result. 

Clearwater’s recent study on the capacity building needs of the water industry identified a clear gap in stakeholder 
engagement. The study showed that, out of 116 respondents, 60% considered that engagement was a “major need” 
and over 90% agreed that there was at least some need. Participants cited that they lacked “the requisite experience, 
advice or guidelines on how to engage”.

We saw this increasing need in the Stormwater industry and decided it was time to create a hands-on workshop 
teaching a practical process that empowers participants to be more effective at communicating technical messages. 

Offered over one day, the skills participants learn can apply to any technical idea or issue in their day-to-day work. 
The process enables them to better educate their teams and project stakeholders on which is why we decided to call 
it “Turning Ideas into Impact” because that’s what it is designed to help you do. 

Firstly, the workshop and methodology is applicable to a wide range of areas. We incorporate key areas such as 
flooding and drainage, urban planning, integrated water cycle planning and delivery, or green infrastructure. “Turning 
Ideas into Impact” is designed to give participants a process and underlying principles they can apply to real-world 
communication problems they are facing right now in their day-to-day job. It can help you face challenges like 
obtaining funding, engaging with political stakeholders on new ideas, engaging community on technical solutions or 
infrastructure, and others with confidence. 

Secondly we provide a structured process where we start with the end in mind and get very clear on the objective 
and audience of the project at hand. So often one or more of these factors are not considered in enough detail at 
the start, which leaves bigger problems to solve down the track because the project was not designed with enough 
consideration on the win/win outcome or the correct blend of audience. Much like when designing a house, it’s key to 
always start with the end in mind and make sure you know your customer better than they know themselves. Unless 
we’re clear on what problem we’re solving and for whom, the technical how is often of less importance than we think. 

Continues page 9

 Elements of Turning Ideas into Impact 

Stormwater2016 Workshop

https://www.clearwater.asn.au//user-data/resource-files/2015_10-wsud-conference-paper.pdf
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Stormwater Queensland’s 
Stormwater Quality Offset 
Position Statement Hits the Mark
The Advocacy and Engagement Sub-committee of 
Stormwater Queensland has been doing some outstanding 
work in their promotion of good quality urban water management practice across the State.

Their most recent contribution has been a Position Statement on Stormwater Quality Offsets which can be 
viewed and downloded from the Stormwater Queensland website - http://stormwaterqueensland.asn.au/wp-
content/uploads/2016/04/Stormwater-Queensland-Stormwater-Quality-Offsets-Position-Statement.pdf

Head of the Advocacy and Engagement Sub-committee, Paul Dubowski (BMT WBM), said the response to the Offset 
Position Paper had been excellent.

“We first sought feedback from the industry in relation to offsets last year. We used that feedback to develop a 
draft Position Statement which was then debated during a Stormwater Quality Offsets Forum which we organised. 
The forum was a great opportunity to bring together a broad cross section of interested professionals, discuss the 
complexities of offsets and highlight sustainable approaches to offsets.”

“Verbal feedback from the forum and written feedback thereafter was then used to craft the final document.

“On the day it was launched, the statement received more than 250 hits on our website, which indicates the level of 
interest the document has generated and continues to generate. 

“Position statements from the Association seem to be an excellent way of explaining exactly where Stormwater 
Queensland stands on a particular issue. 

“The position statement is a tangible way that explains to people what we support and what we are trying to 
achieve,” Dubowski continued. 

Stormwater Queensland has since been using the statement to influence state policy and guidelines including during 
recent meetings with various state government departments. 

Having a position statement developed with such broad industry consultation has added legitimacy to the statement 
and has provided a strong basis for advocating on behalf of members.

Stormwater Queensland is now considering a number of position statements on other key stormwater issues 
including:
• Enforcement / adoption of erosion and sediment control
• High efficiency sediment basins vs conventional sediment basins
• Rainwater tanks
• Maintenance of stormwater assets
• Flexibility of / compliance with stormwater quality objectives
• Objectives for waterway protection Congratulations to Stormwater Queensland on their excellent work in the

advocacy space.

Stormwater Queensland members are encouraged to contact the committee if they have a specific interest in any of 
these issues and wish to be involved in the developed of any of these position statements.

We look forward to feedback from all other states as well.

From the State Associations

http://www.stormwater2016.com.au/
http://stormwaterqueensland.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Stormwater-Queensland-Stormwater-Quality-Offsets-Position-Statement.pdf
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The Great Debate -
Pits & Pipes vs WSUD
Around 80 of Western Australia’s ‘who’s who’ in 
stormwater management assembled on the evening of 14 
June to witness and participate in “The Great Debate – Pits 
& Pipes vs WSUD”. 

The idea for the event was conceived by Stormwater Western Australia and implemented as part of a series of events 
called “Water Industry Nights” through New WaterWAys, the Western Australian capacity building program for Water 
Sensitive Urban Design. It was also made possible by the sponsorship of Essential Environmental and the Department 
of Planning which provided the venue for the event.

It was an expectant audience that began assembling from 5pm to enjoy the food and refreshments and discuss the 
issues prior to the commencement of the debate.

The WSUD team comprised Craig Wansbrough from the City of Armadale, Brett Kuhlmann from community group 
SERCUL and Owen Richards from AECOM.

The pits & pipes team was Steve Allen from Development Engineering Consultants, Craig Rothlietner from Urban 
Stormwater Technologies and (a late substitute) Helen Brookes from Essential Environmental (Stormwater WA chair).

The debate was ably mediated and facilitated by Rebecca Epworth from Cotterra Consultants.

Both sides presented compelling arguments, which sparked some lively discussions with the audience; however the 
purpose of the evening was to share views and have some fun in the process. 

Topics raised included that the Romans commenced using the pit-pipe method which drew the response ‘and what 
happened to them’?

To be fair to all the debate was declared a draw as it wasn’t really about one technology being preferred or superior 
to the other, rather that designs should address the most suitable criteria and hydrological conditions for the site.

The success of the night was in the networking that occurred which was demonstrated by the numbers that stayed on 
to continue the discussions and finish off the remainder of the food and refreshments.

From the State Associations
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Great Barrier Reef: Queensland 
Government Buys $7m Cattle Station 
in ‘Unprecedented’ Protection Bid
by Mark Willacy, www.abc.net.au
The Queensland Government has bought a massive Cape York 
cattle station in a bid to stem hundreds of thousands of tonnes 
of sediment pollution flowing into the Great Barrier Reef every 
year.

Environment groups and scientists are hailing the purchase of 
the 560 square kilometre Springvale Station as a huge victory 
for reef conservation. The fully operational cattle station south 
of Cooktown cost taxpayers $7 million.

“What the scientists tell us is that this one property is 
responsible for 40 per cent of the sediment running into the 
Normanby River system, and ultimately into the Great Barrier 
Reef,” Queensland Environment Minister Steven Miles said.

“If in remediating this single property we can almost halve 
the sediment running into the Normanby, we can make an 
enormous difference to the Great Barrier Reef.”

The World Wildlife Fund’s Nick Heath said the purchase was 
unprecedented.

“Never before has a government bought land to protect the 
water quality of the Great Barrier Reef,” he said.

“Springvale is the biggest source of pollution in what is 
otherwise a pristine catchment.”

Gullies caused by generations of grazing on Springvale are 
channelling 500,000 tonnes of sediment into the reef every year.

Andrew Brooks from the Griffith Centre for Coastal Management 
has spent time on Springvale Station studying the sediment 
flows into the Great Barrier Reef.

“The Normanby River contributes 50 per cent of the total run 
off to the northern part of the reef. Springvale is contributing 
half-a-million tonnes of sediment a year,” he said.

Extreme East Coast Rainfall 
The Bureau of Meteorology has issued a Special 
Climate Statement on the extensive rainfall in early 
June 2016, affecting the Australian east coast and 
Tasmania.

Key points from the statement include: 
•	 Rain led to flooding across southeast 

Queensland, eastern New South Wales, eastern 
Victoria, and northern Tasmania from 4–7 
June

•	 Highest on record June rainfall in many 
southeast Queensland and eastern New South 
Wales locations
•	 Tweed Heads—330 mm on 4–5 June
•	 Camden—230 mm on 5 June

•	 Daily totals unprecedented for any month 
across several locations in northern half of 
Tasmania
•	 Loongana and Yolla, Tasmania—248 mm 

on 5–6 June
•	 Northeasterly flow across Tasmania fed by 

record warm sea surface temperatures in 
Tasman Sea

To continue reading go to: http://www.bom.gov.au/
climate/current/statements/

Eastern Australia rainfall totals for 4–7 June 2016

Reducing sediment can help coral recovering from bleaching. 
(Image - JCU Professor Mark McCormick)

http://www.stormwater2016.com.au/
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/current/statements/
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Continued from page 5 - The Technical Advisor 
and the Changing Landscape of Stakeholder 
Engagement

Finally, we apply key principles around how to share 
and communicate information, how to align this 
with the other teams and stakeholders involved and 
what outputs and results are going to be measured, 
when and how. 

In a fast changing industry, it’s easy to look at the 
emerging challenges and cling onto the solutions 
of the past. Yet we all know it’s time to find new 
and practical solutions to problems that continue 
to come up. If we educate the right people with 
the right tools, then the technical know-how will 
land faster with the people and communities who 
deeply need the solutions they offer to real world 
problems. Water is a source of growth and progress. 
With the right process, principles and application 
this will water communities and make a true 
difference on the Australia we see emerging for 
tomorrow. 

Want to have a go? Sign up to our pre-conference 
workshop at the National Stormwater Conference.

http://www.stormwater2016.com.au/pre-
conference-workshops-2/

The biggest threat to the northern section of the Great Barrier 
Reef is from coral bleaching caused by climate change.

The natural wonder is experiencing its most severe bleaching 
event on record, with an estimated 22 per cent of its coral, 
mostly in the northern sections, having died.

“We know reducing sediment gives coral a better chance of 
recovering from bleaching events like this one,” Dr Miles said.

Mr Heath added: “Sediment is mud... it clouds the water, 
preventing the reef from photosynthesising. Corals need light to 
survive and mud kills the light.”

“That area of the reef has been extensively coral bleached this 
year and if it has bad water quality the corals won’t come back, 
the corals will turn to slime.”

The Queensland Government’s Water Science Taskforce recently 
warned that fine sediments were one of the greatest threats to 
water quality in the Great Barrier Reef.

The suspended sediment cuts light to inshore reefs, harming 
coral growth and reproduction.

Dr Miles is not ruling out further property purchases as part of 
reef conservation efforts.

“What we do want to do is look across the entire reef and 
particularly where we know sediment is the main problem 
and see where there are other properties like this that have a 
disproportionate effect,” he said.

“It might be some of those we purchase and remediate.”

To read more go to: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-06-22/
great-barrier-reef-government-buys-cattle-station-protection-
bid/7533216

Gullies in Cape York are one of the sources of sediment smothering 
the reef. (Image - ABC News)

Continued from page 4 - Best of the Best - 
Victoria’s Gum Scrub Creek Project

The educational overlay to this project is critical to 
its success as a place people inhabit and learn from. 
The adjacent school is planning their curriculum 
around the sites and ecology of the creek which 
they can see from their classrooms. 

Neil Craigie’s hydraulic design also integrated 
flood management considerations with ecological 
services provided by a regularly engaged riparian 
landscape through the innovative and responsive 
design of a meandering low flow channel with a 
relatively wide floodplain.

Gum Scrub Creek exceeds best practices on a 
principle, such as water filtration, ecological health 
and flood management which are the foundations 
of this design.

Further areas of innovation with educational 
institutions were seen as an added bonus on top of 
progressive and responsive hydraulic design.

Gum Scrub Creek challenges established approaches 
to design of urban waterways in the environmental 
and social functions they provide. The outcome is 
an innovative, multi-functional landscape that is 
accessible, engaging and highly legible.

The team from Outlines Landscape Architecture and 
all of their stakeholders have done an outstanding 
job in the Gum Scrub Creek Project. They are yet 
another example of the great work being done by 
stormwater management professionals across all 
disciplines throughout the country. We wish them 
every success in the National Awards Program.

http://www.stormwater2016.com.au/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-06-22/great-barrier-reef-government-buys-cattle-station-protection-bid/7533216
http://www.stormwater2016.com.au/pre-conference-workshops-2/
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SQIDEP – Taking the Time to Get it Right Will Yield the Best Results
For a long time now stakeholders in the stormwater industry have been pushing for a Stormwater Quality 
Improvement Device Evaluation Protocol (SQIDEP).

And while the time it is taking to formalise the SQIDEP is causing some concern, it is also important to ensure that we 
get it right.

The first thing members need to keep in mind is that there is much more to an evaluation protocol than developing an 
evaluation methodology even though the development of that methodology is itself a significant task.

Stormwater Australia is driving the SQIDEP process through President Andrew Allan with the support of the SQIDEP 
Committee.

Committee members include:
•	 Mr Andrew Allan, Stormwater Australia 
•	 Mr Michael Wicks, Stormwater 360 
•	 Mr Stephen D. Baker, Rocla/Fletcher Building Products 
•	 Mr Andy Hornbuckle, SPEL Environmental 
•	 Mr Andrew Macklin, Ecosol 
•	 Mr Chris Rochfort, Star Water 
•	 Dr Charles Kelly 
•	 Dr Darren Drapper, Drapper Environmental Consultants

“Developing and then getting industry-wide agreement on an evaluation protocol is just the first step of what we 
need to do,” Andrew Allan said just before speaking to Stormwater Queensland’s SQIDEP Forum on 22 June 2016.

Allan pointed out that in developing the evaluation methodology, the Committee needed to take into account:
•	 The variety of SQIDs in the marketplace
•	 The costs for manufacturers when testing their devices against the requirements of the protocol
•	 The requirements of determining and/or approving authorities
•	 The requirements of regulators

And once there is general agreement on the protocol there needs to be a significant communications and education 
campaign to support it.

“There is no point in having a protocol if key stakeholders either don’t know it exists or don’t know how to interpret 
reports developed as a result of the application of the protocol,” Allan said.

While Allan acknowledged the protocol development and delivery process was taking a while, he called on 
stormwater stakeholders to “be patient for a little while longer”.

“This Brisbane workshop is the first of a series of activities that have been arranged around the country with 
members of the stormwater family and regulators.

“I believe that we are getting very close to a protocol that will gain widespread community, consultant, industry, 
regulator and determining authority support.

“We will be using the feedback from both this Brisbane workshop and the others to refine the protocol and then 
introducing it to the marketplace.”

Allan was very confident that a finalised protocol would be a great thing for the industry.

“It will allow people buying stormwater treatment devices to make informed judgements on the system that best fits 
their purpose and budget.

“And the right system in the right place just makes good sense for everyone,” Allan concluded.

Seasonal Streamflow Forecasts—Survey
The Bureau of Meteorology are conducting a short annonymous 10 minute survey on the Seasonal Streamflow Forecasts to 
determine level of satisfaction. Click on the link below to take the survey and it closes Friday 15 July 2016.
http://e.bom.gov.au/survey.php?sid=15843&name=seasonal-streamflow-forecasts-survey-2016&puid=zzzz4edd870cb3dbe556

http://e.bom.gov.au/survey.php?sid=15843&name=seasonal-streamflow-forecasts-survey-2016&puid=zzzz4edd870cb3dbe556
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Stormwater Qld Winter School
The Landing at Dockside, Kangaroo Point
5 - 6 July 2016
W: www.stormwaterqueensland.com.au

StormwaterSA Awards for Excellence
Adelaide Oval
6 July 2016
W: www.stormwatersa.asn.au

Stormwater Qld ‘What Next? The 
Future of Stormwater Management’
7 July 2016
W: www.stormwaterqueensland.com.au 

Stormwater Qld Awards for Excellence
7 July 2016
W: www.stormwaterqueensland.com.au

Stormwater Victoria Awards for 
Excellence
14 July 2016
W: www.stormwatervictoria.com.au

Clearwater and Stormwater Victoria 
July ‘Water’ Drinks
The Mint Bar and Restaurant 
28 July 2016
W: www.clearwater.asn.au

8th Australian Stream Management 
Conference
31 July – 3 August 2016
Fairmont Resort Blue Mountains, Leura
W: www.8asm.org.au

Stormwater 2016 - Rising to the 
Challenge
29 August – 2 September 2016
Surfers Paradise Marriott Resort and 
Spa, Gold Coast, Queensland
W:  www.stormwater2016.com.au

Upcoming Events

http://www.stormwater2016.com.au/
http://www.kustomengineering.com.au/
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Stormwater Australia Committees
Stormwater Australia
PO Box 7298, Beaumaris, Vic 3193
NationalAdmin@stormwater.asn.au
Ph: 1800 761 777
www.stormwater.asn.au
Bulletin Editor: Chris Gray
Editor@stormwater.asn.au
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Robyn Worthy
Board of Directors: 
President/Chairperson: Andrew Allan
Secretary: Eric Love
Treasurer: Harry Burdett 
NationalDirectors@stormwater.asn.au
Directors:
Mike Smith 
Belinda Lovell 
Rod Wiese
Fiona Chandler
Tony Iannuzzelli
National Member Representatives
New South Wales

Richard McManus & Keysha Milenkovic
Queensland

Alan Hoban & Sally Boer
South Australia

Andrew King & Brett Shuttleworth
Victoria

Ralf Pfleiderer & Lindsey Beck
Western Australia

Helen Brookes & Bill Till

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Stormwater Western Australia
622 Newcastle St 
Leederville, WA 6007
info@stormwaterwa.asn.au 
Ph: (08) 9328 4663
www.stormwaterwa.asn.au
Executive
Chair: Helen Brookes (Essential 
Environmental)
Vice Chair: Bill Till 
Treasurer: Nicholas Deeks (GHD)
Secretary: Rebecca Epworth (Coterra)
Secretariat: Nickey Ludkins
Committee:  
Mike Wynne (M.J. Wynne & Associates)
Chris Horgan (Organic Webs)
Shelley Shepherd (Essential 
Environmental)
Craig Rothleitner (Templug)
Jim Davies (JDA Consultant Hydrologists)
Owen Richards (AECOM)
Stephen Duncan (Ecosol)

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Stormwater SA - PO Box 148 
North Adelaide SA 5006
info@stormwatersa.asn.au 
http://stormwatersa.asn.au/
Executive
Chair: Andrew King (City of West Torrens)
Deputy Chair: Brett Shuttleworth (Southfront)
Secretary: Baden Myers (School of NBE, UniSA)
Treasurer: Mark Page (KBR)
Committee:  
Lee Schellen (Aurecon)
Jude Nirmalaraja (City of Onkaparinga)
Robin Allison (DesignFlow)
Steven Gatti (Adelaide & Mt Lofty Ranges NRM 
Board)
Liam Harnett (AECOM)
Ben Taylor (Australian Water Environments)
Martin Fidge (Department of Planning, 
Transport and Infrastructure)
Peter Newland (Newland Water and UniSA)
Ben Nguyen (Stormwater360°)
Dennis Gonzales (CSIRO)
Mellissa Bradley (Water Sensitive SA)
Russel King (City of Mitcham)

QUEENSLAND 
Stormwater Queensland - PO Box 1221
Burwood NSW 1805
siaqld@stormwater.asn.au 
Ph: (02) 9744 5252
www.stormwaterqueensland.com.au
Executive
President: Brad Dalrymple (BMT WBM)
Vice President: Sally Boer (E2Designlab)
Treasurer: David Simpson (Brisbane City Council)
Secretary: Charles Coathup (Ecosol)
Committee:
Andrew Green (ETS Group)
Paul Dubowski (BMT WBM)
Katie Fletcher (Alluvium)
Bill Johnson (Parsons Brinkerhoff)
Nathan Swaffer (Rocla)
Terry Lucke (University of Sunshine Coast)
Tony Loveday (RMA Engineers)
James Coathup (Renew Solutions)
Jack Mullaly (Ideanthro)
Peter Worth (Stormwater360)
Luke McPhail
Megan Holcomb (GHD)
Darren Drapper (Drapper Enviro Solutions)
Alan Hoban (Bligh Tanner) 

Note: Contact details contained in this 
document  may not be used for unsolicited 
commercial electronic messages.

VICTORIA
Stormwater Victoria - PO Box 1221
Burwood NSW 1805
office@stormwatervictoria.com.au 
Ph:(02) 9744 5252
www.stormwatervictoria.com.au
Executive
President:	Ralf	Pfleiderer (City	of	Melbourne)
Vice President: Chris Beardshaw (Afflux) 
Treasurer: Philip Joyce (GHD)
Secretary: Emma Hendy (Walbridge & Gilbert)
Committee:
Lindsey Beck (Lindsey B)
Andrew Clifton (Rocla) 
Jamie Comley (Moonee Valley City Council)
Geoff Connellan (Geoff Connellan)
Thomas Cousland (Water Technology)
Cameron Dobb (Maroondah City Council)
Michael Godfrey (Melbourne Water)  
Sam Innes (City of Port Phillip)
Celeste Morgan (e2Designlab)
Micah Prendergast (Melbourne Water)
Ann Pugh (Innovyze)
Gordon Templeton (Reeds Consulting)
Ari Triskelidis (City Of Monash)
Harry Virahsawmy (Alluvium)
Sarah Watkins (Melbourne Water)

NEW SOUTH WALES
Stormwater NSW - PO Box 1221 
Burwood  NSW 1805
siansw@stormwater.asn.au 
Ph: (02) 9744 5252
www.siansw.info
Executive
Co-President: Richard McManus (Alluvium)
Co-President: Keysha Milenkovic (Blacktown City 
Council)
Vice President: Fernando Ortega (Sydney Water)
Treasurer:  Brett Phillips (Cardno)
Secretary: Eric Love (Star Water Solutions)
Committee:
Aaron Cortese (Ecosol)                                                         
Michael Wicks (Stormwater 360)                      
Steve Frost (Steve Frost & Associates)          
Ben Wolfgramm (Optimal Stormwater)        
Kristy Good (Sydney Catchment Authority)
Peter Freewater (Greater Sydney LLC)         
Rebecca Bell (Bankstown City Council)         
Dov Ben-Avraham (Northrup)                           
Peter Bennett (Baramy Engineering)             
Greg White (Ku-ring-gai Council)                      
David Sparke (One Water)                                  
Firas Naji (Humes)                                                  
Russell Beatty (SKM)                                             
Murray Powell (Optimal Stormwater)

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Please advise your State Association when you change 
your contact details to ensure your newsletter goes to 
the correct address / email or replacement person in 
your organisation. 

DISCLAIMER
Statements made in the Stormwater Australia 
Bulletin do not necessarily represent the views of 
Stormwater Australia or Stormwater New South 
Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Victoria, or the 
Stormwater Industry Association Western Australia. 
Stormwater Australia and member Associations 
cannot accept responsibility for the accuracy of any 
information supplied or for any loss or damage which 
may arise from errors or omissions.

STORMWATER AUSTRALIA OBJECTIVES
Stormwater	Australia	is	made	up	of	a	number	of	entities.	These	include	Associations	incorporated
in	individual	Australian	States	and	Nationally	through	a	non-profit	company	called	Stormwater
Australia,	also	known	as	Stormwater	Industry	Association	Ltd.	The	objectives	for	which
Stormwater Australia is established are:
•	 To determine and co-ordinate policy direction for the stormwater industry;
•	 To implement policy via its member associations and / or organisations;
•	 To represent the member organisations at Australian Government level;
•	 To lobby the Federal Government policy advisors and committees for better 

environmental and technological management of stormwater;
•	 To represent the member associations and / or organisations on national issues with 

national groups, organisations, institutes, associations and any State body;
•	 To further nationally the interests of its member associations and / or organisations in 

stormwater management, and;
•	 To further the Stormwater Industry Association in all States & Territories of Australia.




