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 Protecting a swampy meadow through creek rehabilitation works  ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Swampy Meadows were once 
common across the highlands 
in Central NSW where natural 
springs created damp or boggy 
areas. Clearing of trees and 
disturbance of land for agriculture  
has significantly reduced the 
extent of these wetland systems.

Gully erosion is the result of a 
creek or other waterway being 
eroded into a gully formation and 
is typically caused by a lack of 
vegetation in combination with 
high volume water flows. Without 
intervention gullies typically 
continue to become deeper.

Gully Erosion

Swampy Meadows

Neville Swampy 
Meadow Protection
Neville & Region Landcare and Cowra Council
Neville is a small village that 
sits on the boundary of two sub-
catchments of the Lachlan River. 
At Neville there are a series of 
creeks, springs, hanging swamps 
and wetlands that eventually feed 
both Abercrombie and the Belubula 
Rivers.

A hidden gem
Tucked within the Neville State 
Forest is one of the last intact 
Swampy Meadow wetland systems 
within the Central Tablelands 
region. This important wetland 
is a listed Endangered Ecological 
Community and was under threat 
of being drained by an active gully 
erosion within the creek that is 
downstream from the wetland.
Swampy Meadow wetlands and 
their value to maintaing biodiversity 
and water in the landscape are 
poorly understood within the 
community which has contributed 
to so many of these systems being 
drained, burnt, or cleared by other 
means. Unfortunately once these 
complex wetland systems are lost 

they cannot be simply restored 
as they have formed over many 
thousands of years.

What is a Swampy Meadow?
Swampy Meadow wetlands 
are typically formed in broad 
channels and consist of a range of 
sedges, rushes and other wetland 
plants. The continual growth and 
breakdown of vegetation in these 
systems over thousands of years 
results in a dense layer of organic 
material forming in anaerobic 
conditions (without air) resulting in 
the formation of peat.
The dense peat layer is able to 
capture and store vast quantities 
of water during rainfall events 
which is slowly and gradually 
released downstream over the 
weeks and months following the 
rain event. This is a natural flood 
control mechanism that protects 
downstream waterways from 
high flows during rainfall events, 
protecting creeks and rivers from 
erosion and other negative impacts.
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More Information

Local Government Taking 
Action to Protect Ecosystems
Central Tablelands Local Land 
Services incentive funding supports 
land managers and communities 
working together to build resilient 
communities in productive healthy 
landscapes.
The Local Government Taking 
Action to Protect Ecosystems 
project aims to assist Councils 
throughout the Central Tablelands 
to protect and enhance our 
natural environment through the 
delivery of projects that exhibit 
best management practice and 
innovative solutions to existing 

issues.
This will be achieved by targeting 
funding towards Member Councils 
of the Environment & Waterways 
Alliance who can demonstrate 
appropriate planning, project 
management and community 
engagement skills.
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A highly sensitive site

Due to the highly sensitive nature 
of swampy meadow systems it 
was integral to the success of this 
project that an experienced and 
competent contractor was engaged. 
As the project manager, Neville 
and Region Landcare engaged 
Skillset Environment Landworks 
to implement ‘soft engineering’ 
solutions to rehabilitate active 
erosion in the creek while creating 
absolutely minimal disturbance. 

Partnerships critical to success

This project has brought together 
a whole host of stakeholders to 
ensure a successful outcome. 
Funding has been provided by 
Central Tablelands Local Land 
Services with Neville and Region 
Landcare acting as project 
managers. The Alliance has 
provided support and expertise with 
Skillset Environment Landworks 
providing the on-ground works and 
technical knowledge.

Dr. Barbara McTaggart has 
overseen the project having 
completed her PhD studying this 
site in particular and has been 
invaluable to the success of the 
project. Additonal partners have 
included Cowra Council and 
Forestry Corporation NSW.

Project video launch

A mini documentary regarding 
this project was produced by 
DC Media. A  launch event titled 
Swamps & Schooners was hosted 
at Two Heads Brewery, Bathurst in 
January 2018. The video is available 
on the Environment & Waterways 
Alliance YouTube channel and the 
Alliance website: 
cwcewa.com.au/videos

Coir logs and inert compost filled sand-
bags used to control active erosion
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