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 EXPANSION OF TIGER BAY BIRD WATCHING FACILITIES  ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Wetlands have a whole host 
of environmental benefits 
including the provision 
of habitat for a range of 
threatened and migratory 
bird species.  Protecting and 
enhancing wetland habitat will 
assist a range of fauna species.

Wetlands are often referred 
to as the lungs of a waterway 
as they are hugely important 
in removing sediments 
and nutrients from water.  
Macrophytes - sedges, reeds 
and rushes - play an important 
role in this process.
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Warren Shire Council
The Tiger Bay Wetlands has 
developed a great reputation 
within the Australian bird 
watching community.  Increased 
visitor numbers to the Warren 
area over the past few years 
has been due to word of mouth 
and increased media coverage, 
placing further demand on 
improving the bird watching 
facilities at the site. 

Improved facilities along 
with the vast catalogue of 
bird species will only further 
increase visitor numbers 
allowing for a larger portion of 
the public to be educated on the 
wetlands.

Bird Watching Event 
It is proposed that RiverSmart 
will host an annual bird 
watching event with Tiger Bay 
Wetlands and the adjacent 
Window on the Wetlands Centre 
as the base camp.  This is likely 

to attract both more experienced 
and novice bird watchers to the 
region.  Since the publication 
of the Bird Watching Trail 
Guide by RiverSmart, there has 
been a noticeable increase in 
bird watchers at the site, as 
reinforced by those operating 
nearby accomodation facilities.

Citizen Science 
The benefits of providing an 
additional bird hide at the Tiger 
Bay Wetlands will be witnessed 
through the collection of data by 
bird watchers.

Understanding the number 
and diversity of birds at the 
wetlands, including records 
of threatened and migratory 
species, assists in establishing 
the value and reputation of this 
site as being important for a 
range of species and has the 
potential to lead to increased 
funding in the future. 
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More Information

NRM for Local Government
The Central West Local Land 
Services incentive funding supports 
land managers and community with 
improving and managing the health 
of our landscape.  Working together 
to enhance our natural resources 
and build productive, profitable and 
robust communities.
The Natural Resource Management 
(NRM) for Local Government 
Project aims to assist the Councils 
of the Central West Local Land 
Services region, to protect, enhance 
or maintain natural resources in 
their area.  
The project will support on ground 
actions or community education 

and engagement activities 
relating to natural resource 
management outcomes that exhibit 
best management practice and 
innovative solutions to existing 
issues.
Councils must be members of the 
Central West Councils Environment 
& Waterways Alliance to be eligible 
for funding.
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Tiger Bay Wetlands 
Bird Hide
Warren Shire Council
Located on the outskirts of Warren, 
on the Oxley Highway towards 
Coonamble, is the Tiger Bay 
Wetlands, which was officially 
opened on Australia Day, 1988.  A 
significant expansion and facilities 
upgrade was made in 2007-11 
increasing the wetland area by 
approximately 200%.

The project was made a reality due 
to funding from the former Central 
West Catchment Management 
Authority with the support of other 
Councils within the region, the 
Environment & Waterways Alliance 
(formerly Salinity & Water Quality 
Alliance), the local Aboriginal 
Community, Macquarie Cotton 
Growers, and the Macquarie 
Marshes Environment Trust.

Windows on the Wetlands 
Centre 
More recently, RiverSmart 
Australia has invested heavily 
in the region with the Window 
on the Wetlands Centre now 
open adjacent to the Tiger Bay 
Wetlands.  This former church is 
now an education and   
 

training facility that features 
a range of waterway and 
cultural heritage information.  
Additionally, the venue has a 
cafe for locals and tourists   
alike.


