
“We see this 
project as a 
crucial step in 
restoring water 
fowl habitat 
for a range of 
migratory bird 
species”

Installation of a 
floating island 
wetland
Gosling Creek Reserve
Increasing habitat for migratory birds in Central West 
NSW is paramount, particularly as nesting and roosting 
sources decline. This project will provide a safe location 
for water birds, in particular migratory species to utilise 
as they stop over at Gosling Creek Reserve.

In a first for regional New South Wales, the island 
will be used as a trial for future bird habitat 
projects.

Work undertaken

Approximately 30 square metres in size, half of the 
floating island is planted with sedges, rushes and reeds. 
These are protected using netting for 12 months or until 
they are established.

Hollow logs and branches are placed on the remaining 
area and will be used for roosting and nesting.

The island is anchored in place and the roots of the 
plants will eventually make their way through the island’s 
netting base. The plants will then absorb nutrients from 
the water. 

Benefits of the work

• A predator-safe location for water birds to nest, roost 
and breed.

• Acts as an additional nesting location for migratory 
birds to utilise. 

• Enables neighbouring councils to observe the 
benefits over time. 

• A strong partnership between contributing 
organisations has enabled the project to expand. 

• A public project that can be seen by visitors to 
Gosling Creek Reserve. 

• Adds to Orange City Council’s strong community 
awareness program. 

Key achievement

The installation of a 30 square metre floating island at 
Gosling Creek Reserve, Orange will play an important 
role in restoring the habitat of water bird species and 
enable migratory birds to breed in a predator-safe 
environment. 

Tree and shrub planting around the banks of Gosling 
Creek Reserve will add to the project, and will provide 
habitat for species such as the Superb Parrot.

“Partnering with Central Tablelands Local Land Services 
and the Environment & Waterways Alliance has allowed 
us to share our expertise and resources to ensure a 
very positive outcome for our environment”, said Mr 
Nigel Hobden, Manager City Presentation, Orange City 
Council.

This project is proudly supported by Central Tablelands 
Local Land Services through funding from the Australian 
Government’s National Landcare Proagramme and 
Orange City Council.

For more information... www.centraltablelands.lls.nsw.gov.au

Case study

Total investment: $15,000

Date of project: Completion May 2016

In collaboration with Orange City Council 
and Environment & Waterways Alliance


