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 Noxious Weed Control in the Bell River Riparian Zone  ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Noxious and invasive weed 
species often have the 
ability to out-compete our 
native vegetation and alter 
landscapes.  These weeds 
change the natural shading 
patterns and nutrient loads of 
waterways impacting wildlife.

Native fish species such as the 
endangered Trout Cod (above) 
rely on healthy waterways.  A 
key part of restoring instream 
habitat is managing the weeds 
in the riparian zone to ensure 
that native vegetation can 
reduce sediment and nutrient 
inputs into our rivers.

Aquatic Habitat

Noxious Weeds

Saving Platypus and 
Fish Habitat
Dubbo Regional Council
The aim of this project is to 
focus on saving platypus and 
fish habitat in the Bell River by 
removing noxious weeds from 
the riparian zone (land adjoining 
the waterway).

Cameron Park, Wellington 
The project site is situated along 
Cameron Park in Wellington 
and is regularly visited by local 
residents and visitors to the 
town.  Platypus are regularly 
seen along this stretch of the 
river and this project will assist 
in reclaiming local platypus and 
fish habitat from noxious and 
environmental weeds.

Noxious Weeds 
The control work is being 
carried out on thick infestations 
of Crack Willow (Salix spp.) 
and various other noxious 
plants such as Green Cestrum, 
Blackberry, Noogoora Burr, 
African Box-thorn, Blue 

Heliotrope and Johnson 
Grass.  In addition to their 
status as noxious weeds, Crack 
Willow, African Box-thorn and 
Blackberry are all classed as 
Weeds of National Significance 
(WoNS).

Weed Control 
All noxious plants are being 
treated with Round Up Biactive 
utislising stem injection for 
woody weeds and foliar spray 
for grasses, shrubs and smaller 
plants.

Revegetation 
Following treatment these areas 
are being planted out by the 
Mid Macquarie Landcare Group 
using 100 River Bottle Brush 
plants.

By replanting areas where 
weeds are removed or killed 
provides competition to the 
weeds which may recolonise the 
site.
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More Information

NRM for Local Government
The Central West Local Land 
Services incentive funding supports 
land managers and community with 
improving and managing the health 
of our landscape.  Working together 
to enhance our natural resources 
and build productive, profitable and 
robust communities.
The Natural Resource Management 
(NRM) for Local Government 
Project aims to assist the Councils 
of the Central West Local Land 
Services region, to protect, enhance 
or maintain natural resources in 
their area.  
The project will support on ground 
actions or community education 

and engagement activities 
relating to natural resource 
management outcomes that exhibit 
best management practice and 
innovative solutions to existing 
issues.
Councils must be members of the 
Central West Councils Environment 
& Waterways Alliance to be eligible 
for funding.
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Saving Platypus and 
Fish Habitat
Dubbo Regional Council
The Bell River is a degraded 
river system that begins in 
the hills north west of Orange, 
winds past Molong and joins the 
Macquarie River at Wellington.

Major environmental issues 
that effect the Bell River include 
severe erosion, weed infestation 
including willows and other 
noxious weeds, and high 
nutrient and sediment 
inputs from urbanisation 
and agriculture.

Changing Community 
Perceptions 
This project is being 
conducted in a high profile 
reach of the Bell River within 
the township of Wellington.

It is considered important to 
select an area such as this to 
change the perception of the 
public as to what a ‘normal’ 
river system should look like.  
For most people that have 
grown up in the vicinity of the 

Bell River, the degraded state 
of the watercourse would be 
considered normal.

This project sets out to not only 
improve the habitat values of 
this river system for a range of 
fauna species, but also to 
restore a 

high profile reach of the river 
so that future generations 
have a new perception of what 
a ‘normal’ and healthy river 
system looks like.


