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Project Support Officer Report – November 2016 

Central Tablelands Local Land Services 

There have been some significant operational changes for the Alliance in the past six months. We 

have already seen the formation of the now Dubbo Regional Council, whilst we still face the possibility 

of another two amalgamations in the imminent future. 

Towards the latter part of the year we have seen staffing changes with the pending retirement of 

Diana Kureen.  Mick Callan will be acting in the Senior Land Services Officer – Local Government role 

from 2017, while Brooke Kirkman joins the Alliance as Acting Project Support Officer. We take this 

opportunity to recognise Diana’s tireless work as a Local Government liaison, and especially note that 

she has been a valued driving force behind the direction and success of the Alliance. We wish her all 

the best with her future endeavours. 

We also acknowledge the invaluable contributions of Murray Wood, whom has stepped down from his 

role as Chair. We are pleased to Welcome David Waddell as Chair alongside Belinda Barlow as 

Deputy Chair. 

Whilst we continue striving to achieve the Strategies and Actions set out in the 5 year plan, we are 

faced with a lot of uncertainty surrounding much of what we do. Council amalgamations, staffing 

changes and new legislation around Biosecurity and Biodiversity are all major players moving 

forward.  

We are coming out of a busy and productive time and are looking forward to continuing with our 

current momentum. We remain focused and enthusiastic about our developing and recently funded 

projects and continuing our positive engagement with Local Government and communities across the 

region. 

The details around the status of our 2015-16 projects are outlined below: 

Superb Parrot Project 
The Superb Parrot project has been funded by Catchment Action NSW and involved a partnership 

between Bathurst, Blayney, Cabonne, Cowra and Orange Councils.  The project has seen more than 

200 artificial hollows cut into standing trees around the region utilising the hollow augmentation 

technique.  These hollows have been created using qualified and experienced arborists who have 

created hollows with dimensions, tree species and heights known to be utilised by this threatened 

species. 

A project launch event was held in Orange on National Threatened Species Day – Wednesday 7 

September.  The project was launched by the Hon. Paul Toole, Minister for Local Government and 

featured a demonstration of the hollow augmentation technique, a community planting day event and 

information regarding the project in the form of fact sheets, posters, stickers and brochures.  

Significant media attention resulted with both local television networks present as well as ABC radio 

and print media stories. 

To date, this project has had 26 media outputs including several television news stories, newspaper 

articles, radio interviews and even coverage in an international aviculture magazine. 

Community planting days have been the key engagement method with the community and have taken 

place in Bathurst and Orange with further days scheduled for Blayney and Cowra in coming months. 
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Thesis Study and Citizen Science  
A further outcome from the Superb Parrot Project has been the successful application to The Norman 

Wettenhall Foundation for grant funding of $5,000 to support a study on the efficacy of the hollows 

created using the hollow augmentation technique. 

An Honours student from the University of Wollongong will be working across the region to establish: 

 What species (if any) are using the hollows; 

 Are there temperature and humidity differences in comparison to natural hollows and nest 

boxes; 

 Are there species preferences for height, hollow dimensions and aspect? 

The project currently has 40 remote cameras installed across the project area to assist with this 

monitoring.  This will add to the citizen science aspect of the project where all of the created hollows 

are to be logged on the Hollows as Homes web app.  This will allow anyone in the vicinity to record 

their findings and observations of the hollows. 

Hollows for Habitat Forum 

Hollows for Habitat Forums were held in Dubbo and Orange in partnership with a range of 

organisations including both Central Tablelands and Central West Local Land Services, as well as 

Orange City Council and Dubbo Regional Council. 

The events highlighted the plight of tree hollow-dependent native species, and also inspired hope 

that properly managed rehabilitation and restoration projects will ensure our native threatened 

fauna have a realistic chance of species recovery. 

Murray Darling Association – 72nd AGM and National Conference 
The Alliance Project Support Officer submitted an application to sponsor this year’s Murray Darling 

Association 72
nd

 Annual General Meeting and National Conference.  The Conference held on 26 and 

27 October was titled Local Government – The Voice of the Basin. The Project Support Officer was 

invited to present to the conference; explaining the successes of “Collaborating and adapting to meet 

environmental challenges”. Key points were made around how one project can lead to others creating 

strong collaborations and relationship building.  This was a great opportunity to raise awareness of 

the Alliance and the work that we are achieving across the Central West of NSW, with many Mayors, 

Councillors and representatives of our Member Councils in attendance.  

Introduction to Restoring Native Wildlife and Managing Wildlife in Bushland 

Workshops 
The workshops were held over two days on October 27, 28 in the Bathurst Central Tablelands Local 

Land Services office along with local bushland and reserves. The day’s participants were 

predominately Landholders and Landcare members and the day was well received and enjoyed by all 

in attendance. Pete Ridgeway from Greater Sydney Local Land Services delivered his wealth of 

knowledge and methods over a great couple of days. 
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Member Council Recognition 
Many of our Member Councils have recently been nominated for prestigious Environmental Awards. 

Congratulations to all involved for your continuous efforts achieving environmental outcomes in your 

communities. 

Parkes Shire Council - AR Bluett Memorial Award Winners  

This prestigious award recognises the most progressive rural council in the state, based on all council 

operations and services and follows on from another Alliance Council, Lithgow City Council who won 

this award in 2015. 

Bathurst Regional Council - Green Globe Award Finalists  

For their excellence in environmental leadership and innovation in sustainability 

LGNSW Excellence in the Environment Award (to be held 29 November) 

Natural Environment Protection & Enhancement: On-Ground Works 

 Bathurst Regional Council – Highly Commended 

“Restoring Regent Honeyeater Habitat in the Bathurst Region” 

 Orange City Council - Alliance supported project – Winner Division B 

“Gosling Creek Reserve Precinct Floating Island and Hollows Habitat” 

 Parkes Shire Council - Alliance supported project – Winner Division A 

“PAC Park Urban Wetland Construction 

Roadside Environmental Management 

 Lachlan Shire Council - Alliance supported project – Highly Commended 

“Roadside Corridor Assessment and Management Guidelines” 

Waste Education and Communication 

 Lachlan Shire Council – Winner Division A and Overall Category Winner 

“Lachlan Shire Waste Services Rationalisation” 

Environment & Waterways Alliance Facebook Page 

We are seeing some great numbers from the Environment and Waterways Alliance Facebook page. 

At the time of printing we have 268 page likes, which is an impressive increase of 48.8% since our 

last meeting. The ability to promote projects and information regarding the Alliance and its Member 

Councils is proving an effective way of engaging with the community and promoting the great work we 

are doing as well as positive environmental messaging.  

Moving forward we will be monitoring the following key indicators (as well as page likes) which will 

allow a clearer indication of how the page is being received: 

Weekly Engagement = Average 95.79p 
(number of people who engage with the page) 
 

Weekly Reach = Average 95.79p 
 (number of people who have seen content associated with our page) 
 

Weekly Consumers = Average 69.64p 
(number of people who clicked on any of our content) 
 

Likes by Destination  

55 Bathurst 

21 Orange 

17 Sydney 

9 Melbourne 
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13 Dubbo 

Environment & Waterways Alliance Website 
The Central West Councils Environment & Waterways Alliance website is performing steadily since 
the last report. The website has been accessed by over 2000 people during this time, with most traffic 
being direct, via google search and Facebook. 

We encourage Member Councils to utilise the resources available via the 
member section in order to view the multitude of useful and informative tools 
available. In addition, please remember to forward any information you would 
like to see shared in this section to the Project Support Officer. 

The website can be viewed at: http://www.cwcewa.com.au 

Environment & Waterways Alliance 5 Year Plan 
In the coming weeks, the Alliance 5 Year Plan will be updated as it is twelve months since its launch. 
As well as for currency purposes, updates around Member Councils amalgamation and Alliance Staff 
changes are required. 

This will also allow review and position of our current progress in alignment with the plan and identify 
key areas of action moving forward. 

The following key points have already been identified as priorities and along with the plan update 
itself, are part of immediate work being currently undertaken: 

Audit: Many aspects of each tier within the plan include outcomes around conducting audits to 

identify current, outdated or absent Management Plans. In the coming weeks we will be sending 
Survey Monkeys to all of our Member Councils. This will allow us to gauge what assistance is 
required across the region enabling us to create the most appropriate actions. As this is imperative to 
achieving the outcomes set out in the plan, we ask that all Member Councils complete the survey in a 
timely manner. We will endeavour to make this as time and user friendly as possible. During this 
process you will be asked to provide information such as any update of your Councils Logo, along 
with any Management Plans or Case Studies to be shared via the Alliance website. 

Training: Further training will be made available for Member Councils in the coming six months. 

This will be prioritised from discussion held at the November meeting. We will also endeavour to 
share information that comes to hand around information sessions and/or training surrounding the 
pending changes to the Biosecurity and Biodiversity acts. 
Complete: On 21 and 22 November, nationally accredited and highly regarded Project Management 

Training was held in Dubbo for Local Government employees. Staff learnt how to effectively and 

efficiently manage projects to ensure they are delivered as planned, on time and within budget. 

Feedback from the training was mixed with some people finding the loose presentation style to their 

liking, while others felt that more firm direction and a more formal training style would have been 

beneficial.  

Suggestions: Cultural Heritage Training 

Case Studies: The Alliance Website currently features three case studies in the Resources 

section of the Members Area.  Case studies are a great way of providing information about projects 
that incorporates constructive criticism as part of the project review.  We will aim to develop case 
studies on Alliance funded projects, but also would welcome information regarding projects that your 
Council may have completed that could have beneficial learning outcomes for our members. 

Website: The plan requires the website to be repository of current information relating to best 

management practice. It is updated regularly and a lot of time and effort goes into keeping content 
current with both Alliance activity and internal resources. We endeavour to share more internal 
resourcing as they come to hand after the audit is complete. 
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Central Tablelands Local Land Services Incentive Funding 
The Waterways Values – Local Government incentive funding projects have now been completed 

with successful outcomes from this year’s projects. Reporting and case studies will soon be finalised 

on each project and shared via the website: 

Oberon Council – Fish River: Restoring Habitat through Best Practice Noxious Weed Control 

This project aimed at controlling noxious weeds utilising integrated pest control techniques, improving 

biodiversity values, as well as acting as a demonstration site for best management practices.  

Actions vs Outcomes:  

 Chilean Needle Grass was sprayed with herbicide, mulched and replanted with native riparian 

plants, this competitive planting should aid in weed control  

 Willows were poisoned in situ, in turn ensuring bank stability and creating woody debris for 

habitat. Considering the willows are collecting sediment and encouraging other weeds, it is 

hoped their poisoning will restore the natural habitat for the endangered Booroolong Frog. 

 A noxious weed management field day was held on July 22 at the Hassall Park O’Connell 

 O’Connell Primary School loved being involved in tree planting at the site on 25 May 

 Weed Control training was conducted in March by Upper Macquarie County Councils Weeds 

Officer, Jill O’Grady. Jill highlighted the early detection of new invasive species to Oberon 

Councils Parks Staff 

Bathurst Regional Council – Hey Tosser! – Howick Street Litter Capture Project 

This pilot project addressed important CBD litter issues in Bathurst. It was specifically targeted to 

capture litter prior to it moving into the Macquarie River.  

Actions vs Outcomes:  

 Installation of two litter capture baskets in the existing stormwater pits on Howick St, due 

pollutants such as litter, oil, grease and sediment that normally end up in our waterways 

without treatment causing devastating effects, this is demonstrably reducing pollutants 

entering our waterways 

 In addition cigarette butts are also being captured as they not only pollute our waterways, but 

may be eaten by birds and aquatic animals resulting in serious health issues or death 

 This pilot project is currently being investigated for rolling out across broader areas of the 

Bathurst CBD 

Cabonne Council – Bell River: Fish Habitat Recovery and Riparian Rehabilitation 

The Bell River project aims to control willows which are invading the Bell River while they are still at a 

manageable level.  

Actions vs Outcomes: 

 The cut and paint technique was used on the larger willows and foliar spraying on the less 

mature trees 

 River bottlebrush tube stock were planted to restore understorey shrub vegetation 

 Council continue to work with the Molong Creek Fishing Club to host a Carp Muster event, 

engaging the community and river health awareness 

 Interpretive signage was installed at the Mitchell Highway rest area 

 Despite significant flooding of the Bell River following treatment of the willows, the foliar 

spraying and retention of stumps of larger willows resulting in bank stability with no evidence 

of negative soil stability outcomes 
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Orange City Council – Urban Waterways Rehabilitation Action Plan 

An Urban Waterways Rehabilitation Action Plan (UWRAP) has been developed for Orange City 

Council to guide the environmental sustainability of urban waterways. The Plan will guide future 

development, rehabilitation and restoration of urban waterways, working towards sustaining 

catchment health. 

Actions vs Outcomes: 

 A rapid assessment tool was developed to consider stream health attributes and provide data 

for simple and measurable comparison of sites 

 A review of the current status of waterway health was undertaken across Orange’s urban 

waterways, using the newly developed assessment tool to provide baseline data. This allows 

for ease of future comparison 

 A consultant was engaged to develop the UWRAP in consultation with key Council Staff 

 A workshop with council staff was held and to familiarise relevant staff with the plan and the 

rapid assessment tool 

 A community workshop was held to gain and understanding of public expectation of urban 

waterways and their functionality  

 

Lithgow City Council – Farmers Creek Precinct Master Plan 

The Farmers Creek Master Plan was developed as a strategic document to guide the future 

environmental and recreational works in the Farmers Creek Catchment. 

Actions vs Outcomes: 

 A consultant was engaged to develop the plan in consultation with Council Staff 

 A project steering committee was developed to ensure that there is meaningful community 

involvement and feedback 

 The funding distributed through the Alliance was utilised to develop and utilise the rapid 

assessment technique for creek health 

 The plan is currently in draft form with feedback from Central Tablelands Local Land Services 

and the Alliance under consideration. 

The Farmers Creek Precinct Master Plan is currently still in draft form. 

Moving forward: 

The next six months will see continued Local Government and Community engagement from the 

Alliance. We plan to focus on the annual update of the 5year plan, thereby achieving more of the set 

outcomes and highlighting the focus for the coming six months. We will be preparing planning actions 

from the survey and ensuring we are meeting needs across the topics outlined in this report. 

We will continue our project and event management, with current focus being on the following: 

Migratory Birds Project 
As with last year, the Targeted Ecosystems project within Central Tablelands Local Land Services will 

be rolled out in partnership with the Alliance.  Details of this project are yet to be finalised, but as with 

the floating habitat island in Orange last year, this will be targeted to known areas of migratory bird 

habitat. 
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Australian Business News Source Magazine - 202020 Vision/Environment and 

Waterways Alliance Feature 
Through our membership of the 202020 Vision, the Alliance has been selected to feature in an article 

within the Australian Business News Source Magazine: http://abns.com.au/latest-issue/. 

The Project Support Officer was interviewed for this feature several weeks ago and the editorial draft 

has been completed.  It is anticipated that the feature will be available in coming weeks.   

NSW Environmental Trust – Environmental Education Program 
The Alliance submitted an application to the NSW Environmental Trust – Environmental Education 

Program in 2015 titled “Youth Stormwater Champions”.  The application was unsuccessful despite 

receiving some positive feedback from the funding body.  This is a highly competitive grants program 

and requires significant demonstration of collaboration, educational outcomes – particularly in target 

areas around minority groups, and value for money. 

If people have ideas for a suitable project - the grants typically open early in the calendar year – 

please forward your suggestions to the Project Support Officer. 

http://www.centraltablelands.lls.nsw.gov.au/
http://abns.com.au/latest-issue/

