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Friends of Grasslands

supporting native grassy ecosystems

post: PO Box 440, Jamison Centre ACT 2614

email: supportedprojects@fog.org.au

web: http://www.fog.org.au

2019 FoG Supported Projects Small Grants Project Application Form
This document has been prepared to assist applications for Friends of Grasslands (FoG) Supported Projects Small Grants in the 2019 calendar year. It contains the following sections:
· Background and context information on FoG including its objectives, activities, and current priorities;
· Information on the Small Grants application process including grant amounts on offer, and application requirements and assessment criteria;
· Information on the grants award process including notification procedures to both successful and unsuccessful applicants, and conditions and requirements associated with the awarding of grants to successful applicants; and
· A standard application entry template to provide FoG with the essential minimum information it needs to assess a project and its potential to support FoG’s objectives. It has been designed to be as simple and brief as required.

NB: All applicants should carefully read all sections of this document and refer to FoG’s Objectives on its website at (http://www.fog.org.au/statement.pdf).  In addition, before preparing and submitting an application we invite applicants to contact the FoG Supported Projects Sub-committee on supportedprojects@fog.org.au to obtain further clarification regarding any aspects of the application and grant award processes. You may also wish to refer to the July-August 2017 Friends of Grasslands Newsletter (available on the website at http://www.fog.org.au/newsletter.htm) to see some examples of the types of projects that have been funded previously. 
1. Background and Context
FoG is a community group dedicated to the conservation of native grassy ecosystems including related native fauna species. FoG advocates, educates and advises on matters to do with the conservation of grassy ecosystems, and carries out surveys and other on-ground work. FoG is based in Canberra and its members include professional scientists, land owners, land managers and interested members of the public.
FoG supports native grassy ecosystems, with priority given to natural temperate grasslands and grassy woodlands and forests in south east Australia, all of which are threatened ecological communities. Although FoG's immediate focus is the Southern Tablelands of NSW and the ACT it is also active in surrounding regions of NSW (e.g. southern rivers, western slopes and northern tablelands), and it also seeks to work cooperatively with others in south east Australia e.g. basalt plains of south western Victoria, and northern plains of South Australia.
FoG takes an ecological approach to grassy ecosystems and hence covers matters relating to their ecology such as their structure, associated flora and fauna species, and functional relationships between associated species and habitat.
The specific functions of FoG are:
a) to halt and reverse the decline of native grassy ecosystems; and
b) to give particular attention to doing this in Australia; and
c) to give special attention to areas, zones or issues identified as priorities by the organisation from time to time.
Threats to grassy ecosystems are many, and understanding, controlling, reducing or abating such threats receive high priority by FoG. Threats include clearing and development, agricultural intensification (i.e. grazing to cropping), weeds and pest species, climate change, lack of awareness, and poor and/or insufficiently resourced government policy and policy implementation.
Another priority for FoG is encouraging the use of traditional Aboriginal land management techniques and it believes it has an important part to play in management and restoration of grasslands and other grassy ecosystems. FoG therefore encourages research into and application of such techniques.
2. Small Grants Application Process
FoG will be offering small grants of between $500 and $1500 each (a). Grant recipients might use the funds for a small project, to meet some expenses associated with a project, to support training, or to contribute to a larger project. The grant application and project will be assessed based upon the following criteria:
1. Completion and submission, within the advertised or requested date, of this application form with all requested supporting information entered into the application entry template provided in Section 4 below. Send your application to the FoG Supported Projects Sub-committee by email (preferred) at supportedprojects@fog.org.au in (.doc), (.docx) or (.pdf) format or as a hard copy by post to the address provided above. 
2. Any individual(s) or organisation may apply.
3. Support of grassy ecosystems in line with FoG’s functions and priorities as outlined in the background and context information provided in Section 1 above. Although natural temperate grasslands and grassy woodlands and forests in south-east Australia are a key focus for FoG, projects with potential to advance the knowledge, management and/or conservation of native grassy ecosystems more generally, either in other parts of Australia or in other parts of the world, are eligible for grant funding.
4. Support of grassy ecosystems in the form of research, surveys, citizen science, education, publications, communication, advocacy, publicity, training, on-ground work, or a combination of these consistent with FoG’s specific Objectives as per FoG Rules 17 Mar 2015, see www.fog.org.au.
5. Proposed project time frame, and considerations of value for money and potential for its implementation within the proposed timeframe. Project deliverables should be achieved within 12 months of date of grantee acceptance of a Letter of Offer or within an alternative  negotiated time frame (see Section 3 below).
6. Capacity of FoG to provide any requested or assessed need for direct assistance with project scoping and/or implementation, and/or to expedite agreed project deliverables.
7. Provision of direct support to FoG, for example, by providing a suitable presentation to FoG or some other relevant forum, and/or providing an article in the News of Friends of Grasslands newsletter. A grant recipient will be required to acknowledge FoG’s assistance.
(a) Note FOG is not required to collect GST therefore the applicant or the applicant’s organisation may be obligated to pay GST out of this grant amount if registered to collect GST.

3. Small Grants Award Process
Each applicant will be notified in writing of the success or otherwise of their application. Payment of the grant amount on offer will be subject to consideration of project implementation timeline and may take the form of a one off payment or progress payments as negotiated with the FSP Sub-committee. 
For an unsuccessful applicant the provision of feedback, including reasons for non-success, and entry into any further correspondence will be at the discretion of the FoG Supported Projects Sub-committee.
Notification to a successful applicant will include a Letter of Offer. The Letter of Offer will contain:
· an assigned project reference number for correspondence; and
· an indication of the grant amount on offer; and
· what the grant is expected to be used for, i.e. based on the grant application and/or any variation subsequently agreed to by the FoG Supported Projects Sub-committee during the application assessment process; and
· a condition of acceptance requesting written acknowledgement of the Letter of Offer and consenting to provide the FoG Supported Projects Sub-committee, within mutually agreed timeframes, information and project deliverables based on the grant application and any subsequent correspondence with the Sub-committee (b); and

· instructions on how to accept the Letter of Offer and to obtain  payment of the grant amount on offer; and
· contact details of FoG Supported Projects Sub-committee member.
(b) This is necessary for FoG to account for and justify funding of Supported Projects grants to its members and to meet its statutory reporting obligations. Given the modest amounts of funding on offer FoG does not wish to make these requirements onerous for applicants. For example, requested information and deliverables are likely to include:

· very brief periodic progress updates relevant to project time frame e.g. six (6) monthly if project duration greater than six months; and

·  direct support of FoG activities (see Sections 1 and 2 above for more information) as nominated by the applicant such as a short article for the FoG Newsletter, or a presentation to FoG, or an electronic copy of any relevant project output  (e.g. draft data analysis, draft or final research paper/article, information brochure, educational video, or conference presentation power point) containing an acknowledgement of funding and any other support provided by FoG; and

· a brief written report (can be incorporated into FoG Newsletter article or other relevant output ) at the end of the project indicating how the funds have been spent and what has been achieved in terms of meeting project goals and objectives.
4. Small Grants Project Application Entry Template
Please enter the following information to support your grant application.
PROVIDE A RESPONSE TO ALL ITEMS LISTED BELOW - USE BOXES PROVIDED. If an item is not applicable indicate N/A or include a relevant note. Where word limits are not specified please keep your responses as brief as possible.
Contact details

	Name(s)
	

	Organisation
	

	Address 
	

	Phone Number(s)
	

	Email 
	

	Date of application
	


Project Details

	Name of project 
	

	Description of project (100-500 words) sufficient to understand nature, purpose, location, approach, and benefits for support and promotion of native grassy ecosystems as per FoG Objectives. If this will be contributing to a larger project please include a very brief summary including details of main proponents? (If including supporting information such as map or diagram insert as attachments – see instructions at the bottom of this table)
	

	What funding amount (Australian Dollars) is being sought?
	$


	What specific aspect(s) of the project are the funds to be used for and when (provide estimated date(s) if possible)?
	

	Who is the target audience?
	

	When will the project begin? (Month/Year)
	

	When will it be completed?(Month/Year)
	

	Do you need assistance from FoG members to scope and/or implement the project?
	Yes / No (Strike out what is not applicable)
If Yes please briefly specify (50 words max) in space below?



	Which member(s) of FoG Supported Projects Sub-committee you have discussed this project with?
	

	How will you report on the project and support FoG?
(Place an “X” or “(” in box against each relevant item or leave box blank if item is not applicable)

	A. To FoG

	
	
	Report on grant expenditure and achievements re project goals and objectives (required for each project)

	
	
	Periodic progress updates (e.g. 6 monthly progress updates will be required for projects greater than 6 months duration)

	
	
	FoG newsletter article

	
	
	Other e.g. presentation to FoG, copy of draft research analysis results or paper, copy of information brochure or educational video etc (Please specify in space provided immediately below)


	
	B. To Others (e.g. organisations, journals) 

	
	
	(Please specify in space provided immediately below)




Provide any relevant supporting documentation you wish to aid your application either attached below (preferred) or as separate attachment(s). Give it a relevant title (e.g. Attachment A: Site Map and Proposed Treatment Area) and refer to it in the Project Details entry section above. For any additional attachments follow the same process but label these Attachment B, C etc and provide relevant titles and include these in alphabetical order below Attachment A.
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