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“The Importance of 
Swampy Meadows” Video Launch

Works have now been completed on a project 
to protect the swampy meadow wetland system 

located within the Neville State Forest. This project 
involved engaging Skillset Environment Land 

Works to rehabilitate the eroded creek below the 
swampy meadow system to prevent the wetland 
site from being drained. A broad partnership for 

implementation was developed between the Alliance, 
Central Tablelands Local Land Services, Neville 

& Region Landcare, Cowra Council and Forestry 
Corporation NSW. 

As part of the original project proposal, a field 
day was planned to educate the public around 

the issues of swampy meadows and why they are 
important. Due to the sensitive nature of the site, 

as well as access difficulties, it was considered more 
appropriate to create a mini-documentary on the 

works completed as well as swampy meadows 
more generally. The result was “The Importance of 

Swampy Meadows” video.
An official video launch event titled “Swamps & 
Schooners” was held at Two Heads Brewing in 

Bathurst on 16 January attracting over 50 members 
of the public. The video is now available on YouTube 

and the Alliance Website.
https://youtu.be/p-rcKG1v2Wc 

http://www.cwcewa.com.au/videos

** Future Project - Urban Living Handbook **
The Alliance is planning to work with Central Tablelands and 
Central West Local Land Services to deliver an Urban Living 

Handbook to all 18 Alliance Member Councils in 2018. The book 
will provide practical tips on sustainable urban living.

Recovery of the Mac 
Fish Habitat Action Project

The Sofala branch of the Central Acclimatisation 
Society in collaboration with Bathurst Regional 

Council, DPI Fisheries, Central Tablelands Local 
Land Services and the Environment & Waterways 

Alliance have partnered to implement the Recovery 
of the Mac project. This project has seen the removal 

of two rock weirs that has now opened up over 
400km of fish passage in the Macquarie River, 

removal of willows and other invasive vegetation, 
extensive revegetation with native riparian species 

and introduction of large rock for fish habitat.
The project has been funded by NSW Fisheries 

Fish Habitat Action Grants with additional funding 
provided by Central Tablelands Local Land Services.

CRC for Water Sensitive Cities and 
Splash Network

To ensure that our Member Councils are at the 
forefront of stormwater management, the Alliance 

maintains membership of both Cooperative Research 
Centre for Water Sensitive Cities and Splash 

Network. Both agencies are working towards smarter 
stormwater management in order to provide better 

liveability outcomes within our towns & cities.
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At the February meeting of the Environment & 
Waterways Alliance it was decided that a special 

funding round for Alliance Member Councils 
should be opened in April 2018. While funding 

documentation - including application forms - are 
still being developed, there will be an opportunity to 
apply for up to $20,000 in funding for environmental 

outcomes that align with the Alliance 5 Year Plan.
The timeline for this process is identified below:

•	 All funding documents produced and submitted 
for internal approval - 9 March 2018

•	 Final internal approval of all funding documents 
- 16 March 2018

•	 Funding open for applications - April 2018

Alliance Project Funding 
Applications Opening in April

Blayney Rural Cemeteries 
Plan of Management

The Alliance is currently working 
with Blayney Shire Council to 

produce a Management Plan for rural 
cemeteries that are being managed for 
conservation. These rural cemeteries 

are managed for their ecological values 
as they contain remnants of Box-Gum 

Grassy Woodland, an endangered 
ecological community. The majority 

of the knowledge regarding these 
cemeteries is retained by a single 

Council Officer and risks being lost 
without an appropriate plan in place.

Image: Themeda grassland at Neville Cemetery - graves can be seen in 
the background in fenced area under traditional management

Regional State of the Environment 
Report

Environmental issues are not restricted by Council 
boundaries. Regional State of the Environment 

Reports are recommended by the NSW Government, 
and used by some groups of Councils in NSW, to 
enable a better understanding of the state of the 

environment in a regional context and to identify 
future collaborative pathways. More specifically, a 

regional approach to reporting:

•	 facilitates a better understanding of the state of 
the environment across the region

•	 encourages collaboration in regard to partnering 
on projects and sharing ideas and resources

•	 assists in the management of shared 
environmental resources

•	 forges stronger regional links across participating 
Councils.

A hard copy of the 2016/17 Regional State of the 
Environment Report was sent out to all eight State 

and Federal MPs from across the Alliance region in 
January 2018. This report is available online as well 

as all Regional State of the Environment Reports 
dating back to 2008/09: 

http://www.cwcewa.com.au/state-of-the-
environment
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Conservation in Action: research to reality is a conference that will bring together industry leaders in the 
conservation field. From scientists to policy makers, program managers to specialists in implementing works 
in the field, this event will pull together all disciplines of natural resource management to demonstrate how 
we’re turning Research into Reality.

The conference will be hosted in the vibrant regional city of Bathurst in the Central Tablelands of New 
South Wales. Our conference venue is the Bathurst Memorial Entertainment Centre (BMEC), a nationally 
recognised performing arts centre with outstanding facilities for an event of this type. BMEC is located 
within the CBD of Bathurst providing ease of accessibility to a range of accommodation, dining and 
entertainment options.

The conference program boasts a full two days of presentations from leaders in their respective fields as 
well as a series of workshops and conference Welcome Drinks on Tuesday 15 May 2018. Sessions will pull 
together research findings through to case studies and will demonstrate all of the policies, programs and 
plans in between that enable environmental practitioners to implement best management practice on the 
ground. Learn about the latest threatened species recovery work and research while networking with some of 
the leaders in managing our native flora and fauna.

This conference is being organised in partnership with Central Tablelands Local Land Services, Central 
Tablelands Landcare and Central West Councils Environment & Waterways Alliance.

Full details including registration can be found at the Conference Website: 

http://www.cwcewa.com.au/conservation-in-action-2018

All employees of the 18 Alliance Member Councils are eligible for 
subsidised rates to attend this event. A range of packages are available 
from single day access to a full registration package including Welcome 
Drinks, Conference Attendance across two days and Conference Dinner. 
See event website for available packages.

Discounted Registration for Alliance Member Councils

Conservation in Action Welcome Drinks
The conference Welcome Drinks event will see the launch of a case study 
from the CRC for Water Sensitive Cities on the innovative Orange City 
Council Stormwater Harvesting Scheme. See website for full details.


