
A Letter to the Editor from Senator 
Nick Xenophon
As you read this letter I am sure you will realise this has been a 
huge year for stormwater. Every single member should feel proud 
of what has been achieved. Yes we have had our challenges, but 
what organisation that is serious about making a difference does 
not have some of those.  Bring on 2016! - Chris Gray - Editor

Dear Stormwater Australia,

Paul Kelly’s immortal words From little things big things grow neatly sums-up the 
Senate’s landmark report into Stormwater management, released on December 2.

There may not have been much fanfare at the time the report was released (having to 
compete with the hurly burly of the last week of the Parliamentary sitting year) but I 
believe the report will have a profound impact on Australia for many years to come.

“The strength of the report and its recommendations would not have been 
possible without the key role Stormwater Australia played all along”

The bipartisan recommendations from the report set-out a framework for better 
managing our most precious resource and securing the associated benefits including 
flood mitigation and helping achieve our environmental goals.  

The strength of the report and its recommendations would not have been possible 
without the key role Stormwater Australia played all along.

At your 2014 national conference I raised the potential of a Senate Inquiry to restart 
and reframe the national debate on stormwater. President Andrew Allan and the team 
at Stormwater Australia have been outstanding all along in helping to frame the terms 
of reference and guiding the inquiry to a successful outcome.

The Senate Inquiry examined stormwater recycling, re-use and flood mitigation 
projects, the likely effects of climate change, as well as the funding barriers the sector 
faces.

Continues page 2

Bulletin 
Monthly Newsletter for 
Stormwater Australia, 
Queensland, Victoria, 
New South Wales, 
South Australia, and 
Western Australia www.stormwater.asn.au

EDITION 

221

  In This Issue
A Letter from Senator 
Nick Xenophon P.1

President’s Message P.2

Associations 
Join the Push for 
Better Stormwater 
Management P.3

Senate Inquiry 
Report P.4

What Happens Next? P.6

Stormwater 2016 P.6

The Battle Has Just 
Begun P.7

We Need to Lobby - 
Here is Some Advice 
from an Expert P.8

Upcoming Events P.10

Contacts P.12

Look at our draft editorial 
policies and provide feedback:

www.stormwater.asn.au/
news/153-editorial-policies-

draft-for-comment

December 2015

Thank You Sustaining Members for Your Ongoing Support



32

President’s Message
Hello Stormies,

It’s that time of the year again 
when people down tools, maybe 
go a bit silly at work parties 
before the presents begin to arrive, eat a bit too 
much and then spend a few weeks catching up on 
relaxing or doing chores around the house.

We do this so we can arrive back at work refreshed 
and rejuvenated in the new year, and what a busy 
year we can expect. 

There is enough said in this Bulletin about the 
report from the Senate. I would like to say 
personally that the outcomes have exceeded 
expectations, and really could not have been 
much better. What they do tell us is that we 
need to be positioning ourselves to be masters 
of our own destiny, and this needs to happen 
at all levels of government. But the first step is 
to get the government to accept and adopt the 
recommendations, and in doing so we have to let 
them know that we are around and will continue to 
ask questions until we have a clear way forward.

Two other things of note have happened in the past 
few months. One gives cause for optimism, and 
the other provides an opportunity but should be 
frightening the bejesus out of all of us.

I think the change from Abbott to Turnbull has 
instilled a new sense of optimism in politics. While 
it’s true not much has happened to the policies 
that were adopted in the Abbott era, and there is 
reportedly a core of hardline politicians who would 
love to see these remain into the future, there is 
also a sense of opportunity brought about by an 
agenda of innovation.  

The recent agreement in Paris to start to limit the 
impacts of climate change and work toward a target 
that has the aspiration to protect pacific island 
nations from being permanently inundated by sea 
level  rise. The actual target able to be achieved, 
the mechanisms to get there and how these may 
evolve over time have yet to be worked out. But the 
deal confirms a couple of things - the science is ‘in’ 
and that we do need to be transitioning to deal with 
an ‘on average’ warmer future. And because we 
are dealing with the weather, this will inevitably be 
made up of extremes. 

The other thing of note is Stormwater16. It should 
be fairly obvious from the theme and the technical 
content we are seeking from practitioners that we 
are setting ourselves up for the future. 

As conference chair I have a personal goal to 
expand the range of people who attend the 
conference, and would very much like your 
assistance in spreading the word.

Continued from front page - A Letter from Senator Nick Xenophon

Now with the backing of the Senate Inquiry report, we should 
all be pushing for:
•	 A National Stormwater Initiative to secure policy and 

funding outcomes
•	 A country-wide audit to identify our best stormwater 

projects
•	 State governments to begin sharing some of the 

huge revenues generated from water and sanitation 
monopolies

I urge anyone who hasn’t looked at it to do so here:
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/
Senate/Environment_and_Communications/Stormwater

I know that much needs to be done, and I will always look 
for another opportunity to repeat the boost to stormwater 
management that I achieved in 2009, with that $200 million 
outcome under the Rudd Government.

The report provides a foundation and template and removes any 
excuse for politicians and bureaucrats to delay doing what must 
be done when it comes to stormwater management.

The challenge is for all of us to work together to ensure 
that governments - state and federal - adopt the measures 
recommended.

I’m looking forward to working with Stormwater Australia to 
make these recommendations grow, so that, from this seemingly 
little-known Senate report, big things grow.

Yours sincerely,

NICK XENOPHON

President’s Message continued from previous column

Given the senate recommendations,  Stormwater16  and its 
relationship to our National Excellence Awards and the very 
real prospect of a federal election in the second half of next 
year, I am very committed to making those thing over which we 
have control work together to make 2016 an exciting year for 
stormwater.   

Finally, (in case you come across someone who doubts the 
climate challenges we face) you will know that I’m getting the 
hang of twitter (@StormwaterAust) and I recently came across 
a YouTube video of the declining arctic ice pack https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=BZovcCxftAY.  Perhaps we need a new 
Christmas story which combines Father Christmas and Noah 
with his ark.... 

So as you attend your Christmas parties, unwrap presents and 
spend time with family and friends I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you and your loved ones all the best.  Rest 
up, refresh and join us in the New Year.

Until next time,

Andrew Allan, National President
nationalpresident@stormwater.asn.au

http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Environment_and_Communications/Stormwater
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Best Wishes for All 

Well it certainly has been a big year in the world of 
stormwater with 2016 shaping up as even more exciting.  

Who would have thought - stormwater and exciting in the 
same sentence and ringing more than true?

To all of our contributors we say thank you - we know 
preparing an article for the Bulletin takes time and we 

appreciate it. 

To everyone, we hope you get some peace and the chance 
to spend some time with those you love and those who 

love you.

Get a rest and return in 2016 ready to roll. It is going to be 
HUGE!

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays.

Chris Gray and Robyn Worthy
The Bulletin Team

More and More Professional Associations and Institutions Join the 
Push for Better Stormwater Management
Following on from the release of the Senate Inquiry Report into Stormwater Management we fully expect a range 
of organisations will enthusastically join the push for the implementation of the recommendations within that 
document. There also could be some who do not welcome those recommendations.  

We think any activity that re-energises or encourages any group or organisation responsible for getting better 
environmental outcomes is a good thing and we encourage everyone to be promoting the outcomes of this Inquiry.

And we are sure those Associations and groups who are now getting involved do not lose sight of how the whole 
process came into being. 

The facts are:
•	 Stormwater 2014 (our National Conference) – Senator Xenophon addresses the Association’s National Conference 

and calls on the Executive to work with him to find a more effective place for stormwater management on the 
national agenda. That afternoon Senator Xenophon returns to the Conference to outline his plans for achieving 
that objective.

•	 Within two months of the Conference Senator Xenophon calls for a Senate Inquiry into Stormwater which 
receives majority support in the Upper House.

•	 Following on from the approval for the Inquiry Stormwater Australia works extremely closely with members of 
the Senate Committee in developing and refining the Terms of Reference for the Inquiry.

•	 Stormwater Australia is the first association or organisation invited to make public representations to the Inquiry 
in the first of their public hearings in Melbourne.

•	 Members of the Inquiry continue to keep in contact with Stormwater Australia in order to clarify their ideas and 
understandings of stormwater management on a national scale.

•	 Senator Xenophon acknowledges only Stormwater Australia in his first media statement following on from the 
release of the Inquiry Report

Are we proud of the fact that Stormwater Australia has been the driving force behind the Inquiry? Yes we are.

Do we welcome the fact that more and more organisations are going to join us in a push for more effective 
stormwater management? Yes we do.

This has the potential to be fantastic!
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Senate Inquiry Report – A ‘Once in a Generation’ Opportunity
We have ‘talked up’ the potential of the Senate Inquiry into Stormwater Management for the past couple of months. 

The release of the Inquiry Report earlier this month reinforced our optimism. This Report really does offer a ‘once in a 
generation opportunity’ for ensuring stormwater management receives appropriate attention from governments at all 
levels across the country. 

The Terms of Reference for the Inquiry charged the committee with examining stormwater recycling, reuse and 
flood mitigation projects, the likely effectives of climate change, and the policy and funding barriers to realising the 
economic and environmental benefits of stormwater management.

The committee made a series of recommendations, these are provided on the next paage. 

To read the full report go to: 
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Environment_and_Communications/Stormwater

The two recommendations which probably will draw most attention are those suggesting the establishment of a 
National Stormwater Initiative to secure policy and funding outcomes and a nationwide Audit of Opportunity to 
identify our best stormwater projects.

Stormwater Australia is particularly excited by the recommended first step of an Audit of Opportunity and we will be 
looking to do what we can in order to ensure that audit has quality terms of reference, achievable goals and a suitable 
budget.

Our Stormwater Champion, Senator Nick Xenophon, welcomed the report. He told the Bulletin that “as a country we 
are missing out on the cost effective benefits that stormwater offers.”

He called on the Federal Government to “set up a national policy framework for stormwater and get cracking on 
identifying and building our best stormwater projects using new funding models agreed with states and territories.” 

He then went on to decry the attitudes of many state and federal governments who had largely forgotten stormwater 
management,seeing it as a poor cousin of water supply and sanitation both of which generated huge revenues from 
households.

“This is no longer good enough”, he said.

In his statement to the media following the release of the Report, Senator Xenophon was also generous in his praise 
of Stormwater Australia whom he acknowledged were a key driver behind the initiation of the Inquiry and the support 
of the Inquiry once it commenced.

We believe the release of this Report should have everyone who has worked so hard over the years with this “poor 
cousin” of water supply both excited and committed.

With the backing of this Senate Inquiry Report, your National Association and State Associations will be getting very 
much on the front foot to make sure that in the very near future the days of stormwater being the “poor cousin” are 
well and truly over.

Just imagine if we had prepared an Editorial towards the end of last year which suggested by the end of this year the 
Senate Environment and Communications Committee would release a report calling on the Federal Government to 
establish a National Stormwater Initiative. And complete an audit of good quality stormwater projects from across the 
country as well as encourage the government to discuss funding models for ongoing support of quality stormwater 
management. 

Anyone reading such a prediction would have been right to think the editorial team had started early on the 
Christmas cheer.

Yet here we are.

Exactly that has happened and now we definitely do have an opportunity to make a significant difference. 

Over the next few months we will be reporting on developments but also calling on all members to play their part in 
ensuring the recommendations of the Senate Inquiry make a significant difference within both the near immediate, 
medium and long term.

Chris Gray, Editor 
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Environment and Communications References Committee 
Report into Stormwater Management in Australia 
The complete report of Senate Inquiry into Stormwater Management in Australia can be found at: 
http://stormwater.asn.au/images/2015_News/Senate_Report_Final.pdf

Please find outlined below the specific recommendations arising from the report.

List of Recommendations
Recommendation 1

6.12 The committee recommends that the Australian Government work with the state and territory governments to 
develop and implement a national policy framework for stormwater management (a National Stormwater Initiative).

Recommendation 2

6.13 To inform the development of the policy and regulatory framework under the National Stormwater Initiative, the 
committee recommends immediate audits to:

•	 establish the scope of stormwater opportunities, taking into account water security, environmental issues and 
economic benefits; and

•	 collate stormwater knowledge into a central repository to aid future decision-making processes.

6.14 The committee further recommends that the audits:

•	 be conducted by a balanced, independent expert panel with input from relevant agencies, peak bodies and 
scientific representatives;

•	 give due consideration to industry practice, science and innovation; and
•	 use whole-of-community, whole-of-life-cycle and system analysis methodologies when assessing and prioritising 

potential stormwater projects and policy reforms.

Recommendation 3

6.15 The committee recommends that the Australian Government place water policy on the agenda of an upcoming 
meeting of the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) and that COAG recognise the benefits that improved 
stormwater management can provide.

Recommendation 4

6.16 As part of the development of the National Stormwater Initiative, the committee recommends that the 
Australian, state and territory governments consider new funding models and financial incentives that would facilitate 
improved stormwater management outcomes in an economically efficient way.

Recommendation 5

6.17 The committee recommends that the Australian Government restore funding for stormwater research. As part 
of the development of the National Stormwater Initiative, consideration should also be given to how the overall level 
of research and development can be increased by attracting co-investment from other levels of government and the 
private sector to support and expand research activities that receive funding from the Australian Government.
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So What Happens Next?
The formal bureaucratic process is that the Senate Environment and Communications Committee presents their 
Report to the Federal Government and invites them to respond within three months, although this is apparently not 
a hard and fast time line.

It is not a formal requirement for the Government’s response to come through the Parliament and the resourcing 
applied to developing a response really will depend on the Government’s intentions.

It really is up to anyone involved in the stormwater industry to ensure that representatives of the Federal 
Government, at all levels, are aware of how welcome this Report is amongst stormwater professionals and how 
critical the implementation of its key recommendations from an environmental, economic and social perspectives. 

Stormwater Australia has written to all Senators involved in the preparation of the report offering congratulations 
and seeking their ongoing support and will be writing to the Prime Minister and relevant Federal Ministers calling 
on them to adopt the recommendations and seeking opportunity to make further representations to shape the 
outcomes. We will keep you up to date on that progress.

We will also be seeking to influence the Terms of Reference for both of these programs as our way of ensuring the 
results of their implementation will translate into outcomes that will delivery innovation and water security as well as 
economic opportunities. 

The Executive, at the national or state level, cannot do it alone.

While each of the states will also be doing their best to make the most of the opportunities this Report offers, we 
need all of our members to get involved. 

In the first instance, why not write a personal letter as a stormwater professional to your local Federal Member, 
attaching a copy of the Report and encouraging them to support the recommendations of the Report, particularly the 
establishment of the National Stormwater Initiative and the National Audit.

All of the politicians we have dealt with through this Inquiry process, stressed the importance of letter writing and 
making sure that all Members of Parliament knew that stormwater was a significant community issue deserving of 
their attention.

Make sure you check the website from time to time to see how we are progressing in encouraging Federal 
Government support for the recommendations.

If you do get some positive feedback from your efforts, please send them along to the Bulletin in order for us to 
recognise both your efforts and the efforts of our decision makers who get that the recommendations in this Report 
just make outstanding economic, social and environmental sense.

Chris Gray, Editor

Stormwater 2016 – ‘Rising to the Challenge’
In just over eight months’ time Stormwater Australia are very excited about the prospect of hosting hundreds of 
stormwater professionals from across the country and across the world at our next National Conference, Stormwater 
2016 - 29 August to 2 September at the Marriott Resort in beautiful Surfers Paradise.

The theme for the conference, “Rising to the Challenge”, really should be a theme that the Association adopts for all 
of next year.

The release of the Senate Inquiry into Stormwater and the release of the Paris Climate Change Accord will have the 
potential to have an enormous impact on our sector, not just over the next twelve months but for many, many years 
to come.

Calls for abstracts for the conference is now in the market place as are all the available details on our website: 
http://www.stormwater2016.com.au/call-for-abstracts/

Make sure you mark the dates in your diary now, i.e. 29 August – 2 September 2016, because you do not want to miss 
the opportunity of joining national and world leaders in stormwater management at the Marriott Resort in beautiful 
Surfers Paradise in Queensland. 

It will be an absolute cracker of an event.
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The Battle Has Just Begun - And There Are Many Players 
For the past few months in the Bulletin we have been saying that the release of the Senate Report was an important 
first step in taking advantage of the opportunities the release of that report could offer.

The recent release of the Report and its recommendations reinforced the fact that if the Report’s recommendations 
are to be implemented, we need a significant team effort from all sectors of the industry in making sure our key 
decision makers understand why this is so important.

To put things in perspective in the last three months there have been far too many Senate Inquiries to list here. To 
view the current senate inquiries go to:
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Current_Inquiries

A sample of the committees currently lodging inquiries include;
•	 Community Affairs Legislation Committee (four current inquiries)
•	 Economics References Committee (14 current inquiries)
•	 Environment and Communications Legislation Committee (four current inquiries)
•	 Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade References Committee (six current inquiries)
•	 Legal and Constitutional Affairs References Committee (six current inquiries)
•	 Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport References Committee (seven current inquiries)

You can be sure that key stakeholders in each of these areas are lobbying their Federal politicians in order to ensure 
recommendations out of those reports are given every opportunity to succeed.

And as noble as many recommendations within those reports are sure to be, the primary focus for our Association 
is stormwater and so, therefore, it is our job to ensure the recommendations of the Stormwater Inquiry make a 
significant long-term difference to the management of this critical resource.

Please find out the name of your Federal Member, write them a letter, introducing yourself as a member of 
Stormwater Australia, the group recognised within the Report as one of the principle drivers of the Inquiry and the 
pre-eminent professional stormwater association within the country. Encourage your Federal Member to ensure 
the recommendations in the Report are accepted by and acted on by the Government with appropriate support.

And if you do receive responses please pass them on to the team at the Bulletin. We want to make sure all of our 
members are aware of the commitment of our National Parliament.

Thank You Storm Consulting and Stormwater360
Stormwater National and all of our members would like to thank, in particular, Storm Consulting and Stormwater360 
for their ongoing support of Stormwater 2016, our National Conference which will take place in the Gold Coast next 
year from 29 August to 2 September.

Storm Consulting has taken up the Gold Conference Sponsorship while Stormwater360 has taken up the sponsorship 
of the Conference Dinner.

We know that companies across the country are looking very carefully at the way they spend their marketing dollars 
these days and we are delighted that two real leaders like these organisations have grabbed the opportunity to 
support an Association that is improving and has some very exciting plans for making a significant difference for all of 
our members, for all of our supporters and, most importantly, the environment over the next twelve months.

For any organisation seeking details of sponsorship opportunities for the conference, please go to the conference 
website:
http://www.stormwater2016.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/2016-Stormwater-National-Sponsorship-and-
Exhibition-Prospectus.pdf

http://www.stormwater2016.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/2016-Stormwater-National-Sponsorship-and-Exhibition-Prospectus.pdf
http://stormconsulting.com.au/
http://stormwater360.com.au/
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We Need to Lobby - Here is Some Advice from an Expert
There are examples, both good and bad of where lobbying has been used to benefit or 
detriment a cause. In choosing a skills based board, Stormwater Australia has selected 
Mike Smith as having a particular set of skills that will be of great benefit in our 
understanding the complexities of a political landscape.  

In his other life Mike’s business includes offering advice on process and strategy 
targeted at engaging decision makers, and we thought it would be useful to give some 
insights from a person who dabbles in these ‘dark arts’. 

The following two articles from Mike’s blog have been reproduced with Mike’s 
permission. To read more visit Mike’s website: www.ethicalconsulting.com

Elections & Lobbying: Early Birds Get Worms
by Mike Smith
To be the cat that’s got the cream, remember that the early bird definitely gets the worm … when it comes to 
ensuring an election campaign embraces your policy proposal.

Many people looking for a decision from Government see election time as an opportunity. It can be, but only if you 
approach it in the right way.

It is true that at election time Governments, parties and candidates are all intent on compiling an attractive and 
differentiating package of policy and program proposals, and some of them welcome input from industry, community 
groups and individuals.

However, be warned: capable Governments, political parties and candidates start putting their election policies 
together a long way out from Election Day, and finalise them months out from Election Day. As a general rule, the 
bigger the policy announcement or the bigger the budget associated with a policy announcement, the earlier will 
work commence.

Most advocates looking to make use of election timing as an opportunity to press the case for their particular 
proposal leave it far, far too late.

What constitutes timeliness varies from jurisdiction to jurisdiction, and depends a lot on the tier of Government with 
which you are dealing; this makes it impossible to advise a general rule, but a year out from an anticipated Election 
Day is not necessarily too early to begin advocacy of your proposition.

If you leave your intervention too late, then you have created an additional burden for yourself: as well as proving 
the validity of your idea or proposal, you will also need to prove that it is of sufficient political or community (i.e. 
campaigning) importance that the candidate or Party should reopen their policy development processes, and consider 
incorporating your proposal.

As an outsider to the process you might think that this is quick and easy, but depending on campaign resources and 
Party resources, and in particular the budgetary impact of your proposal, it can be a significant organisational or time 
burden to a candidate or a Party late in the campaign, to reopen their policy development processes.

The barriers to raising a new idea in the months immediately before Election Day are substantial.

OPINION PIECES
Stormwater Australia welcomes opinion pieces. Their publication is however at the 
discretion of the Executive of Stormwater Australia and the Bulletin Editorial Team. Opinion 
pieces are published without comment. They also do not necessarily reflect the views of 
Stormwater Australia.

When providing an opinion piece please provide your full name, contact details and the 
organisation or company for whom you work. We may also require a two or three line 
description of the types of services provided by your organisation or company.

Email your opinion to the Editor - editor@stormwater.asn.au
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Can’t Reach Decision-Makers?
by Mike Smith
Sometimes you can’t get to a Government decision-maker – Minister or senior public servant, say – and don’t know 
why*: often it’s their gatekeepers not appreciating the importance or priority of your issue, sometimes it’s unspoken 
opposition to what you’re asking, frequently it’s just time or workload**.

How do you break through?
You don’t always have to know exactly what causes the blockage***, in order to get past it – you just need to find 
someone who can go around the barriers, and persuade the decision-maker – your Champion.

Depending on the issue and circumstances, the kind of Champion you need might be a;
•	 Minister in another portfolio,
•	 local Member of Parliament in the same jurisdiction (i.e. State or Federal – and it works for Local Government 

too),
•	 policy expert in the relevant Department,
•	 Chief Executive in another Department, or
•	 policy expert working for an Industry Association or Non-Government Organisation.

It has to be someone with sufficient credibility and sufficient influence to raise the issue competently with the 
decision-maker.

There’s three things to bear in mind about this “Champions” approach:
1. Unless you are difficult to deal with or bad at presenting**** then the goal of your Champion should be to get 

you a proper meeting with the decision-maker;
2. Bearing in mind that first point, sometimes you aren’t the best person to persuade the Champion to get on 

board, either – if you are aiming for a local MP, for example, then someone in their electorate or who they 
already know may well be best; and

3. You need, both, to persuade your Champion to help you, and get them to the point where they can persuade the 
decision-maker it’s worth their time.

You’ll therefore need to prepare even more thoroughly for your discussion with your potential Champion, than you 
will with the decision-maker.

Why not go to their boss instead? 

Isn’t that quicker and easier?

Usually, no!

Unless as a last resort and in extremis, this is normally a really bad idea. Going to the Premier/Prime Minister/Chief 
Executive over the head of a decision-maker is an investment in long-lasting resentment and poor relations with
•	 the decision-maker you’ve thwarted,
•	 every friend that decision-maker has, and
•	 possibly the decision-maker’s boss who may resent your evading the chain of command.

If you’ve gone around a public servant by going to their Chief Executive or Minister, or a junior Minister by going to 
the First Minister, you may have killed all prospect of any future co-operation for as long as they are around.

 
Footnotes
* Sometimes you might understand – but reject as invalid – the reason you can’t get to speak with them.

** Let’s presume you’ve done your research and are chasing the right person.

*** Though, usually, you must find this out at some point.

**** You are never the best judge of this – you should always ask your Champion “Am I the best person to persuade 
Ms. Such-And-Such?  Is there someone better to send?”  If there is someone better to present, the goal is to get them 
to the decision-maker, instead of you.
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‘Water’ Drinks
Thursday, 28th January, 2016  - 4:30 pm - 7:00 pm

The Boatbuilders Yard, 23 South Wharf Promenade, Victoria, 3006

Join Clearwater and Stormwater Victoria to welcome in 2016 at our 
‘Water’ drinks event on Thursday 28 January. 

A great opportunity for both programs to share what they have 
planned for the year, and for you to discuss the year ahead with your 
water colleagues.

Come and enjoy the beautiful waterfront venue, drinks and canapes 
on a warm January afternoon. A perfect opportunity to network over 
drinks!

Inclusions:
Hot and cold canapes, wine and beer (and water).

Registration Fees:
General - $30.00 

Stormwater Victoria Member - $15.00

Register:
https://clearwater.asn.au/events-and-training/register/?e=217   Registration closes on Monday, 25th January, 2016.

International WaterCentre Partial 
Scholarships For Self-funded 
Students
The International WaterCentre is offering a partial scholarship 
($7,000 for the Master of Integrated Water Management at 
The University of Queensland ; and $2,000 for the Graduate 
Certificate in Water Planning at Griffith University) to every 
self-funded student commencing in Semester 1, 2016.

$7,000 scholarship, Master of Integrated Water Management

Campus: The University of Queensland, St Lucia – study 1.5 years full-time or three years part-time/distance*. 
Program available for international and domestic students. Option to exit the program at the Graduate Certificate or 
Graduate Diploma level. http://www.watercentre.org/education/programs/

$2,000 scholarship, Graduate Certificate in Water Planning

Campus: Griffith University, Nathan – study one year part-time/distance*. Program available for domestic students 
only. http://www.watercentre.org/education/water-planning

Both programs are designed to equip participants with transdisciplinary skills in integrated water management, fast-
track their career development and build their capacity to create innovative and sustainable solutions to complex 
water management issues.

To receive a partial scholarship: simply apply for admission through the relevant partner university by 31 January 
2016.

For more information go to: www.watercentre.org/iwc-scholarships

Or contact: admin@watercentre.org | phone 07 3014 0200

Upcoming Events
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Ozwater 2016
Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre
10 - 12 May 2016
W: http://www.ozwater.org/

Novatech 2016
Lyon (France) 
28 June  - 1 July 2016
E: tim.fletcher@unimelb.edu.au 
W: www.novatech.graie.org/a_index.php

P: +61 3 9035 6854

Stormwater 2016  - Rising to the Challenge
29 August – 2 September 2016
Marriott Resort
Surfers Paradise, Queensland.

Upcoming Events

The 9th international conference “Novatech” will take place in Lyon (France) from June 28 - July 1st, 2016. 

For 20 years, Novatech has been one of the leading international conferences promoting solutions for integrated and 
sustainable stormwater management. 

The conference is an excellent opportunity to see some of the leading approaches to IUWM around the world, and takes 
place in one of the leading regions for implementing WSUD. 

The conference will include interactive workshops and field trips. 

For further details, visit the website: http://www.novatech.graie.org/a_index.php

If you have any questions at all, you can contact Tim Fletcher tim.fletcher@unimelb.edu.au or on 03 9035 6854.

http://www.kustomengineering.com.au/
info@kustomengineering.com.au
http://www.kustomengineering.com.au/?page=workshops
http://www.stormwater2016.com.au
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Please advise your State Association when you change 
your contact details to ensure your newsletter goes to 
the correct address / email or replacement person in 
your organisation. 

DISCLAIMER
Statements made in the Stormwater Australia 
Bulletin do not necessarily represent the views of 
Stormwater Australia or Stormwater New South 
Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Victoria, or the 
Stormwater Industry Association Western Australia. 
Stormwater Australia and member Associations 
cannot accept responsibility for the accuracy of any 
information supplied or for any loss or damage which 
may arise from errors or omissions.

STORMWATER AUSTRALIA OBJECTIVES
Stormwater	Australia	is	made	up	of	a	number	of	entities.	These	include	Associations	incorporated
in	individual	Australian	States	and	Nationally	through	a	non-profit	company	called	Stormwater
Australia,	also	known	as	Stormwater	Industry	Association	Ltd.	The	objectives	for	which
Stormwater Australia is established are:
•	 To determine and co-ordinate policy direction for the stormwater industry;
•	 To implement policy via its member associations and / or organisations;
•	 To represent the member organisations at Australian Government level;
•	 To lobby the Federal Government policy advisors and committees for better 

environmental and technological management of stormwater;
•	 To represent the member associations and / or organisations on national issues with 

national groups, organisations, institutes, associations and any State body;
•	 To further nationally the interests of its member associations and / or organisations in 

stormwater management, and;
•	 To further the Stormwater Industry Association in all States & Territories of Australia.


