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FISH HABITAT RECOVERY AND RIPARIAN REHABILITATION 
 ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

 

The Bell River Fish Habitat Recovery 
Project aims to control willows which 
are invading the Bell River while they 
are still at a manageable level.  At 
present the river is in moderate to 
stable condition with fringing native 
vegetation primarily consisting of 
River Sheoaks (Casuarina 
cunninghamiana). 

However, the current establishment 
of exotic willow trees threatens to 
dominate the riparian and instream 
zones which would have a negative 
impact on fish species. 

The Project Site 
This project will focus on 
approximately 750 metres of the Bell 
River at the northern point of the 
Cabonne Council Local Government 
Area.  The project encompasses 
several private landholdings with 
works having been negotiated 
between Council and the 
landholders. 

 A rest area on the Mitchell Highway 
adjacent to the project site will allow 
for motorists to witness changes in 
the river as the project progresses.  
Interpretive signage will be installed 
at this rest area. 

Project Activities 
This project will primarily focus on 
willow control utilising both the ‘cut 
& paint’ technique of control for 
larger trees and foliar spraying of 
smaller willows.  It is estimated that 
the majority of willows are 
approximately 10 years of age and 
not yet dominating this reach of the 
Bell River. 

River Bottlebrush (Callistemon sieberi) 
tubestock will be planted in the 
project site to restore understorey 
shrub vegetation that is largely 
absent from the site. 

Community Engagement 
This project will be utilised as a 
demonstration reach for riparian 
rehabilitation works on the Bell River.  
A project opening and launch event 
to promote the demonstration reach 
will be held at the Mitchell Highway 
rest area. 

Additionally, Council will work with 
the Molong Creek Fishing Club to 
host a Carp Muster event.  It is 
anticipated that this will engage a 
large percentage of the local 
community and raise awareness of 
river health issues. 

 

Common Carp 
The Common Carp (Cyprinus carpio) is an 
introduced pest that has a devastating 
impact on native fish and waterway 
health.  This fish species is responsible 
for reduced water quality, algal blooms, 
erosion, reduced numbers of 
invertebrates, uprooting of aquatic 
plants and reduced native fish numbers. 

 

Invasive Willows 

Willow trees are exotic species listed as 
both noxious weeds and Weeds of 
National Significance (WoNS).  Willows 
colonise shallow water, often altering 
stream flows.   
In the Bell River willows are becoming 
established in shallow water adjacent to 
banks, leading stream flows to undercut 
banks and cause erosion. 
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This project will build on the highly 
successful Molong Creek Rehabilitation 
Project which was a partnership 
between Cabonne Council, local 
landholders and the Environment & 
Waterways Alliance (formerly the 
Salinity & Water Quality Alliance). 

Molong Creek Rehabilitation 
Molong Creek extends for 
approximately 58km from the 
footslopes of Mount Canobolas to the 
confluence with the Bell River north of 
Molong.  The creek is a permanent 
stream with a history of recent major 
flood events. 

THREATENED SPECIES 

This project aims to improve habitat 
for the following threatened species 
associated with the Bell River 
-Trout Cod 
-Macquarie Perch 
-Silver Perch 
-Eel Tailed Catfish 
-Purple Spotted Gudgeon 

Key activities during the Molong Creek 
Rehabilitation Project included willow 
removal, revegetation with native 
riparian species and the reintroduction 

of woody debris into the waterway for 
habitat.  All of these project activities 
will be mirrored in the Bell River 
project.

 

 

 

 

 

More Information 
Mick Callan 
Project Support Officer 
Environment & Waterways Alliance 
E mick.callan@lls.nsw.gov.au 
P 02 6333 2323  M 0400 968 201 

The Central Tablelands Local Land 
Services funding supports land 
managers and community with 
improving and managing the health of 
our landscape.  Working together to 
enhance our natural resources and build 
productive, profitable and robust 
communities. 

The Waterway Values – Local 
Government project aims to assist 
councils throughout the Central 
Tablelands to protect and enhance our 
natural environment through the 
delivery of projects that exhibit best 
management practice and innovative 
solutions to existing issues. 

This incentive funding has a particular 
focus on improving waterway health 
while concurrently providing community 
education and engagement.  This is 
being achieved by targeting funding 

towards councils that can demonstrate 
the appropriate planning, project 
management and community 
engagement skills to complete a project 
of this nature. 

Councils must be members of the 
Central West Councils Environment & 
Waterways Alliance to be eligible for 
funding. 
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