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What is happening?  
The Murray–Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) is undertaking a review of the limits on 
water that can be taken for agriculture in a couple of the regions of the northern 
Basin. 

The Basin Plan outlines how water will be managed in the Basin, for all water users, 
to achieve a healthy balance for future generations. 

To work towards achieving a healthy Basin for all who rely on it, the Basin Plan 
outlines how much water can be extracted and how much needs to stay in the 
system to ensure it flourishes. 

When the Basin Plan was signed off in 2012, the MDBA saw that more work in the 
north was needed, to try and improve the social and economic outcomes for all rural 
communities involved. 

When the Basin Plan was introduced, water users in the northern Basin were 
extracting 3,858 GL per year. The Basin Plan sets the limit for consumptive use in 
the north at 3,468 GL — this means a reduction of around 10% or 390 GL less for 
consumptive use on average per year. This limit is the main focus of the review. 

When is it happening? 
The Northern Basin Review began in 2013. It is supported by all Basin Water 
Ministers, and is expected to be finalised by mid-2016. Once finalised, it will help to 
guide decisions by Basin governments on the need to amend the Basin Plan.  

Where is it happening? 
The northern Basin includes more than half of the Murray–Darling Basin — it 
extends north of Charleville and Roma in QLD, east to Toowoomba, west of Bourke 
and down to Orange and Bathurst in central NSW. 
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At the time the Basin Plan was set, there was an agreement to review a couple of 
regions — the Condamine–Balonne and the Barwon–Darling. This was because the 
MDBA thought the science that had informed their decision on those limits, wasn’t as 
strong as for the other regions. 

The MDBA is also looking at social and economic impacts in 21 communities in the 
northern Basin.  

These communities are: 

Bingara  
Boggabri 
Bourke 
Brewarrina 
Chinchilla 

Collarenebri 
Coonabarabran 
Dirranbandi 
Gilgandra 
Goondiwindi 

Gunnedah 
Moree 
Mungindi 
Narrabri 
Narromine 

Nyngan 
St George 
Trangie 
Walgett 
Warren 

Wee Waa
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How is it happening? 
The review comprises of several projects to gain the important information needed. 

An environmental science program, social and economic assessment and updated 
and refined water recovery modelling is underway to better understand the impacts 
of different proposals to rebalance water use. 

» Environmental science program — will help better understand the needs of 
birds, fish and plants in the Barwon–Darling and Condamine–Balonne river 
systems. It includes new research and review of the most current knowledge 
on ecological responses to flows. This is helping fill in knowledge gaps about 
environmental water needs, to see if environmental outcomes can be 
delivered, using less water. 

» Social and economic assessment — will look at how recovering water from 
different parts of the river system is likely to affect communities and industries. 
This will involve an assessment on irrigated agriculture and rural towns. 

» Updated water recovery modelling — this will involve hydrological 
modelling to get a better understanding of how often environmental water 
needs can be met under different Basin Plan settings. 

The MDBA expects to finish this research and investigation, the first of four phases, 
by early 2016. 

For the next phases, the MDBA will use the information, consult with northern 
communities and governments and do more analysis on the best final settings to put 
forward for the Basin Plan. 

Who is involved? 
The MDBA set up the Northern Basin Advisory Committee (NBAC) to provide advice 
on the review. Former NSW Farmers President and Ashford farmer Mal Peters is the 
Chairman of this group.  

An Intergovernmental Working Group has also been set up comprising of 
Queensland and NSW government representatives. Local people, state agencies 
and university researchers have also contributed their expertise over the past couple 
of years. 

The MDBA will continue to seek expert information as the review continues and 
encourages local involvement. 
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Why is the review being done? 
The Basin Plan currently sets 3,468 GL as the limit of water that can be extracted 
across the northern Basin on average per year. This is 390 GL or around 10% less 
than the amount that was taken before the Basin Plan. 

The current water recovery target of 390 GL for the north is made up of 247 GL for 
local catchments plus a further 143 GL to be found across the catchments for 
downstream needs. 

In finalising the Basin Plan, the MDBA agreed to do further research and 
investigations on the settings of the northern Basin to see if there is a case for 
changing them. While the science was the best available at the time, the MDBA felt a 
review provided a chance to fill some of the gaps in our information. 

The review encompasses the northern Basin region as a whole, with a focus on the 
Condamine–Balonne and Barwon–Darling catchments for the environmental science 
projects. Once we have a better understanding of environmental water needs, we 
can then look at different Basin Plan settings to see how often these water needs 
can be met without creating undue social and economic affects. 

Further information 
Contact us via email 
You can also ask questions and express opinions by emailing 
engagement@mdba.gov.au 

Contact us via post 
Please send us a letter to GPO Box 1801, Canberra City, ACT 2601. 

Call us 
Please phone our main office or 1800 number to have your say.  
Staff are keen to hear from you. 
Ph. 02 6279 0100 or 1800 630 114. 

mailto:engagement@mdba.gov.au
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