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CRC for Water Sensitive Cities 

1. Communiqué from the Board Chairman - Cheryl Batagol 
The CRC for Water Sensitive Cities (CRCWSC) Board held its quarterly Board meeting on the 24th Nov. ’16. 

1.1 Re-appointment of CEO 
It is with great pleasure that I announce the Board will re-appoint Professor Tony Wong as CEO of the CRCWSC 
to 30 June 2021. Tony presented a vision and a strategy to the Board that will take the CRCWSC to, and should 
we desire it, beyond this date. He convinced the Board of the merits of the achievements to date and the pathway 
for delivering the CRCWSC’s key goals over the next four years. He elucidated how the CRCWSC may best 
position itself for a new future – that of a research-to-practice enterprise that will deliver water sensitive cities 
globally. I congratulate Tony on his re-appointment and look forward to accompanying him and his team on this 
great journey. 

1.2 Thank you to the COO 
Many of you will already be aware that our COO, Robyn McLachlan, has decided to retire in early 2017. On 
behalf of the Board, I would like to express my sincere thanks to Robyn for her significant contribution and 
achievements in establishing and refining the administration of the CRCWSC. It has been a pleasure working with 
her and I wish her the very best in her retirement. 

1.3 Performance Review – individual directors 
An outcome from the Board Performance Review was to review the performance of individual directors. In 
addition, my 5-year contract and the term of appointment of the Audit & Risk Chair, Kerry Stubbs, will both be 
completed in Jun 2017.  The Board agreed that other Directors carry out this review using an in-house process 
conducted by the Deputy Chair and the Company Secretary.  

1.4 Director update 
The Board approved a request from Leith Boully for a leave of absence to take on a short-term executive role 
from Nov 2016 until Mar 2017. 

1.5 Board activities 
The Board has established a Transition Committee that I will chair. We are required to submit a Transition Plan to 
the Commonwealth Government by 30 June each year This Committee will work with the Executive to refine the 
Transition Plan so it aligns with our emerging vision for the future. 

The CRCWSC’s first strategic plan will end next year. The Board and Executive conducted a strategic planning 
workshop to develop a new plan to take the CRCWSC to June 2021 and five years beyond, incorporating the key 
goals to be achieved to enable transition to a new entity. 

The annual meeting between the Board and the EPRG has been scheduled for 2 Feb 2017 and will include 
strategic planning as be an agenda item. 

1.6 Christmas wishes 
As we wind down after another busy year, I, and the Board, thank you all for your continued support of the 
CRCWSC. We wish you and your family a happy and peaceful Christmas and a wonderful New Year.   
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2. Chief Executive Officer’s Report  
2.1 Highlights 

• A successful researchers workshop convened in September 2016 

• Strong CRCWSC presence at the World Water Congress in Brisbane, October 2016 

• Launch of the Asian Water Development Outlook 2016 (AWDO2016 - 
https://www.adb.org/publications/asian-water-development-outlook-2016) at the Stockholm International 
Water Week in August 2016. Published by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) every three years and, 
as was the case in 2013, the document referenced the water sensitive cities framework and 
commenced using a rating system to benchmark cities and towns in the Asia-Pacific Region. I opened 
the urban component of the AWDO2016, presenting the CRCWSC’s Water Sensitive Index and its 
use in rating cities for the 2019 assessment. I also wrote a blog that was published by the Asian 
Development Bank - https://blogs.adb.org/blog/how-developing-cities-can-meet-challenges-21st-century  

• Ongoing and increasing profile in China including CRCWSC representatives as part of a delegation 
led by the Victorian Premier, the Hon Daniel Andrew, to Nanjing and Chengdu; and a visit by a 
delegation from the China Ministry of Water Resources 

• The completion of our first assessment of project outputs by an independent consultant has classified 
over 700 ‘assets’ from our Tranche 1 research comprising factsheets, publications, journal papers 
and models.  Of these a number have further commercial potential which is now being assessed. 

2.2 Government Engagement 
2.2.1 Northern Territory Government 

The proposed establishment of an inter-governmental steering committee to facilitate a whole-of-NT 
government participation in the CRCWSC was interrupted by the recent change in government. Our 
anticipated inclusion of Greater Darwin as a new CRCWSC participant will now require much effort to re-
engage with new decision makers to realise this opportunity.  

2.2.2 Department of Premier and Cabinet, Victoria 

Cheryl Batagol, Rob Skinner, Jianbin Wang and I joined the delegation visiting China led by the Premier of 
Victoria, the Hon Daniel Andrews, in Chengdu (Sichuan Province). We gave three presentations at the 
Liveability Forum convened to coincide with the signing of an MoU between the two governments on 
knowledge exchange and training for the public sector around the theme of Liveability in Cities.   

2.2.3 Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, Victoria 

DELWP launched its “Water Plan” on 19th October and in that, a specific commitment was made to “continued 
participation by the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning in the Cooperative Research 
Centre for Water Sensitive Cities” [Action 10.3, p166]. From the perspective of “Victoria as a global citizen”, 
the Water Plan recognises the strategic partnership the CRCWSC has with the Asian Development Bank and 
signals the Victorian Government’s intention to continue to support the CRCWSC to “help developing cities 
in the Asia-Pacific region transition to sustainable and resilient cities” - 
http://haveyoursay.delwp.vic.gov.au/water-for-victoria  

https://www.adb.org/publications/asian-water-development-outlook-2016
https://blogs.adb.org/blog/how-developing-cities-can-meet-challenges-21st-century
http://haveyoursay.delwp.vic.gov.au/water-for-victoria
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2.2.4 Commonwealth Government 

The Australian Water Partnership held a soft-launch of a series of framing papers prepared for the High Level 
Panel on Water (HLPW) at the Stockholm International Water Week, including the paper prepared by myself 
(previously reported at the last Board meeting) - https://waterpartnership.org.au/awn/  

2.3 Resourcing our Communication Activities 
We have transitioned to a new resourcing model for communication activities using Mind Your Way Pty Ltd, 
a niche company with a “stable of writers” of varying writing styles. This arrangement will support the 
CRCWSC across the full spectrum of its communication activities including publications, production of news 
articles, CRCWSC marketing collateral, grants and awards applications, press releases and internal 
communications. Ms Krystina Mossop, an associate of Mind Your Way, will be located in the CRCWSC office 
part-time to facilitate the activities.  

2.4 Forthcoming Initiatives 
2.4.1 Partnership with Water360 

To utilise the 700+ assets produced to date, the CRCWSC is contemplating ways of effectively 
transferring this knowledge to government and industry. While most assets are discoverable and 
publicly available, there is significant value to our stakeholders in packaging other assets and 
disseminating them through an integrated urban water management platform. The CRCWSC is 
exploring models for collaboration with WaterSecure [http://watersecure.com.au/] to develop water 
education and capacity building collateral for our partners, stakeholders and communities, 
expanding WaterSecure’s offering from a wastewater recycling focus.   

2.4.2 PhD Internship Program  

With a cohort of over 65 PhD students many approaching completion of their candidature over the 
next two years, the CRCWSC is establishing an internship program where PhD candidates, after 
submitting their thesis for examination, can take up an internship placement in one or more of our 
partner organisations.  

2.4.3 Trade mission to Kunshan – February 2017 

The City of Kunshan has set aside a 23 km2 area as a sponge city demonstration zone with capital works 
expenditure of over 2billion RMB (~AUD$387Million) over the next three years. It has identified over 300 
projects ranging from new and retrofitting urban development, pipeline upgrading, flood infrastructure, roads, 
parkland development and waterway restoration. As a trusted advisor, it has asked the CRCWSC to continue 
to support its water management strategies and concept designs. The CRCWSC will facilitate the introduction 
of Australian companies with expertise in water sensitive urban design, water technology and associated 
infrastructure planning and design to help support the sponge city infrastructure delivery program. 

The CRCWSC will lead a trade mission to Kunshan on the 13th to 15th of February 2017 to introduce 
Australian companies to the City of Kunshan, associated local design institutes and urban infrastructure 
enterprises.  

  

https://waterpartnership.org.au/awn/
http://watersecure.com.au/
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2.4.4 Victoria-Jiangsu MoU on Ecological and Sponge City Development Cooperation 

Cheryl Batagol has invited Minister Lisa Neville to travel to Nanjing to sign a Victorian Government-Jiangsu 
Province MoU on Ecological and Sponge City Development Cooperation. The Jiangsu Department of Housing 
and Urban-Rural Development (DHRUD) has endorsed the MoU and it is currently with DELWP for review. 
The CRCWSC and DHRUD’s Centre for Water Supply Security will be the facilitating organisations to 
operationalise the MoU, bringing together the contributions from respective research institutions and agencies 
from the two sister states. 

2.5 COO Retirement 
The COO, Robyn McLachlan, has indicated her intention to retire from the CRCWSC following the 
conclusion of her 5-year contract in March 2017. Robyn’s last day with the CRCWSC will be Friday 20 
Jan 2017 and she will then be on annual leave until the conclusion of her contract period. 

I would like to thank Robyn for her contributions to the many successes we have achieved this last four 
and half years. Robyn has been a primary contributor to the establishment of the CRCWSC, in setting 
up its governance processes, its legal and administrative framework and overseeing the very complex 
task of pulling together 34 project agreements, some of which involves up to four participant 
organisations. The complexity of the project agreements was only the tip of the iceberg when compared 
with the complexity of the financial accounting system that required establishment to oversee these 
projects. Many of her contributions are foundational to the smooth running of the CRCWSC and the 
success of the CRCWSC team. 
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3. Chief Operating Officer’s Report  
3.1 CRCWSC Ltd 

• The AGM of the CRCWSC Company was held on 24 Nov 2016 to approve the Annual Report and the 
Annual Financial Report. As the CRCWSC is a company limited by guarantee, the members of the 
company (Cheryl Batagol, Kerry Stubbs and Tony Wong) were present, along with the other board 
directors and the Company Secretary (Robyn McLachlan). 

• Two Board meetings were held during the quarter and all Annual Reports were approved for 
submission to the Commonwealth Government. 

3.2 Audit and Risk Committee Report 
The Board approved the Audit & Risk Committee’s recommendations made over two meetings on the: 

• Annual Audit (Li Xia Southwick, our Finance Manager, was congratulated on a seamless audit) 
• Annual Reports for submission to the Commonwealth Government 
• Contingency Plan (should income decrease) 
• Q1 FY1617 Financial Report 
• Compliance Report 
• Revised Risk Register. 

The A&RC Chair noted that it is the COO’s last A&RC meeting. The Committee thanked the COO for her 
commitment and hard work and noted her wonderful support since the commencement of the CRCWSC. 

3.3 Commercialisation Committee Report 
The Board approved the Commercialisation Committee’s recommendation to note: 

• The Consultant’s Report on the CRCWSC’s IP emanating from the Tranche 1 projects and the next actions 
around the 53 assets: 

o 20 were classified as Category A (with commercial potential hence min-business cases will be 
developed),  

o 18 Category B (assets where value in appropriately packaging for end user need through 
communication & adoption plans will be considered) 

o 15 Category C (publicly available, no further action).  

• That these assets are in addition to the 742 publications in our Register, of which 49 are copyright.  

• The parallel process being conducted where Category A intellectual property is being aligned with projects 
in the Tools & Products Research Program which we expect will value-add to the intellectual property. 
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3.4 Transition Committee Report 
The Board established a Transition Committee at its last meeting. The purpose of the Committee is to assist the 
CRCWSC’s management to plan to ensure the impact of the CRCWSC is captured and a lasting legacy is left that 
will maximise the utilisation of the CRCWSC’s research outputs by its participants, stakeholders and the public. 
The Board: 

• Approved the Terms of Reference 

• Noted the discussion paper developed at a recent workshop. 

3.5 Commonwealth Government 
3.5.1 Annual Reporting.  

All documentation for Annual Reporting for FY1516 was submitted to the Commonwealth on time (31 Oct 2016) 
and as a consequence we received our first quarter grant payment. This included: 

i. Annual Report  

ii. Audited Annual Financial report 

iii. Audited Commonwealth Tables 

iv. Management Data Questionnaire 

v. Insurance Certificates of Currency (Directors & Officers, Professional Indemnity, Public & 
Products Liability, Travel and WorkCover) 

vi. CEO Certification of the Reports. 

3.5.2 Transition Plan 

The submission of the CRCWSC’s Transition Plan is an annual milestone. The Plan developed in FY1415, with 
minor updates, was submitted. The Commonwealth was satisfied with this Plan and looks forward to a redraft 
emanating from the work of the Transition Committee.  

3.5.3 Commonwealth Agreement 

A number of variations are required to our Commonwealth Agreement schedules to retain currency and because 
of implementation of Tranche 2. These primarily effect the activities, milestones and budgets. 
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3.6 CRC Partners 
The CRCWSC currently has 83 partners – 8 Essential Participants, 61 Other Participants and 14 SMEs. 

3.6.1 Other Participants 

Two new Other Participants have joined the CRCWSC – Southwest Jiaotiong University (via MOU) and WESROC 
(Western Suburbs Regional Organisation of Councils) with the City of Nedlands as lead agency. GHD has indicated 
it will re-join. 

3.6.2 SME Associates 

There are currently 14 SME Associates. One new SME joined this quarter, LindseyB. 

3.7 Staff & Operations 
3.7.1 Events & Logistics 

The team was very busy in the early part of the quarter planning and conducting the Researchers Workshop over 
6-7 Sep 2016 in Melbourne, preceded by a PhD student retreat. 

3.7.2 Staff matters 

Adri Dharma, our Western Region Administration Manager, has decided to pursue her passion of teaching and we 
thank her for her help and professionalism during her short stay. Her replacement is Sonja Davidson, who 
commenced on 16 Aug 2016 and we welcomed her to the CRCWSC. 

A training day was held on 8 Sep 2016, covering a range of new initiatives being implemented by the team. Apart 
from the shared learning, it was a great opportunity for everyone to meet, some for the first time. The staff were 
delighted with this opportunity and look forward to scheduling of regular workshops. 

3.8 Finally…. 
In closing, as this will be my last report, I would like to thank you all for your collegiality and the support shown to 
me over my five years (almost) in this role. As already mentioned, plans are in place to ensure a smooth hand over, 
but, apart from the golf course, I will be around and happy to provide any help I can during this transition period. I 
wish you all individually, and the CRCWSC as a whole, well in achieving the great vision of Water Sensitive Cities 
across the globe.  
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4. Chief Research Officer’s Report 
4.1 Overview 
With the new FY, the number of Tranche 1 projects in Program A has reduced to five projects largely due for 
completion by Dec 2016; seven were completed or transferred into the new Integrated Research Project 1 (IRP1). 
Program D was closed and the remaining project activities either transferred to Program B (D5.1), incorporated into 
the CRCWSC Research Adoption Portfolio, or into the newly established Tools and Products Program. Most of the 
projects in Programs B and C are still active, although several will conclude by the end of 2016 or the end of 
FY16/17. This leaves about half of the projects from T1 currently operating at some level (18 out of 35 projects) in 
FY17/18. 

The Project Leaders' reports for all projects operating in the Quarter 1 FY16/17 and the full project reports are 
available on the CRCWSC’s web site. 

Short-term (3-6 months) extensions to some projects were required to provide for PhD student completions, loss 
or reduced availability of key staff members or more time to complete the final deliverables.  

The Board approved the second new Integrated Research Project (IRP2), an “Integrated economic assessment 
and business case development for Water Sensitive Cities”. The process of actively engaging several research and 
industry organisations in developing the project proposal was effective in creating a well-structured and strongly 
outcome-focused proposal.  

Lastly, a new Research Collaboration project was agreed with the National University of Singapore, funded by the 
Singapore Government’s Public Utility Board. Called IRP2.2: Economic Evaluation of ABC Waters Design Features 
Implemented by the Private Sector and Public Agencies; the project is being undertaken by our economics people 
at UWA. Most of the work will be completed by Dec16, leaving the researchers free to move on to IRP2 next year. 

4.2 Q1 Research Project Progress 
Highlights from the Summary Reports for the three remaining Programs include: 

• The focus of most projects is now on completing the final deliverables. The active engagement of the 
research teams with industry partners is continuing to provide direct transfer of findings and outputs to 
industry partners; further dissemination of the final reports and deliverables. 

• With many projects nearing completion, the focus is on communication of the findings. Most notably, the 
CRCWSC researchers had a significant presence and impact at the International Water Association (IWA) 
World Water Congress & Exhibition 2016 in Brisbane (9-14 October). Our people gave 13 oral 
presentations, including one master lecture from Professor Damien Batstone in Program C, and 10 poster 
presentations covering the spectrum of CRCWSC activities, from engaging communities to urban wetlands 
to flood risk management.  

• The journal publication outputs are still lagging behind the presentations, and hence the project leaders will 
now focus on these academically important outputs.  
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4.3 Program and Project Reports 
The Program Leader Reports from the last two quarters are linked below:  

Quarter 4 2015/16 
• Program A Q4 2015/16 
• Program B Q4 2015/16 
• Program C Q4 2015/16 
• Program D Q4 2015/16 

Quarter 1 2016/17 
• Program A Q1 2016/17  
• Program B Q1 2016/17  
• Program C Q1 2016/17 

The individual projects reports from the last two quarters are linked below: 

Quarter 4 2015/16 
• Cities as water supply catchments – economic valuation (Project A1.1) 
• Valuation of economic, social and ecological costs and benefits (Project A1.2) 
• Economic incentives and instruments (Project A1.3) 
• Understanding social processes to achieve water sensitive futures (Project A2.1) 
• Accelerating transitions to water sensitive cities by influencing behaviour (Project A2.2) 
• Engaging communities with water sensitive cities (Project A2.3) 
• Better governance for complex decision making (Project A3.1) 
• Better regulatory frameworks for water sensitive cities (Project A3.2) 
• Strategies for influencing the political dynamics of decision-making (Project A3.3) 
• Cities as Water Supply Catchments: Society and institutions (Project A4.1) 
• Mapping water sensitive city scenarios (Project A4.2) 
• Socio-technical modelling tools to examine urban water management scenarios (Project A4.3) 
• Cities as Water Supply Catchments: Urban rainfall in a changing climate (Project B1.1) 
• Catchment scale landscape planning for water sensitive city-regions in an age of climate change (Project 

B1.2) 
• Impact of climate change on extreme rainfall and drainage design (Project B1.3) 
• Cities as water supply catchments – Stream ecology (Project B2.1) 
• Protection and restoration of urban freshwater ecosystems: informing management and planning (Project 

B2.23) 
• Hydrology and nutrient transport processes in groundwater/surface water systems (Project B2.4) 
• Cities as Water Supply Catchments: Green cities and microclimate (Project B3.1) 
• The design of the public realm to enhance urban microclimates (Project B3.2) 
• Social-technical flood resilience in water sensitive cities – quantitative spatio-temporal flood risk modelling 

in an urban context (Project B4.1) 
• Social-Technical Flood Resilience in Water Sensitive Cities – Adaptation across spatial & temporal scales 

(Project B4.2) 
• Statutory planning for water sensitive cities (Project B5.1) 
• Cities as Water Supply Catchments: Risk and health – understanding stormwater quality hazards (Project 

C1.2) 
• Fit-for-purpose water production (Project C1.3) 
• Resource recovery from wastewater (Project C2.1) 

https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/program-leader-report-q4-fy201516/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/program-b-leader-report-q4-fy201516/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/program-c-leader-report-q4-fy-201516/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/program-d-leader-report-q4-fy201516/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/program-leader-report-q1-fy201617/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/program-b-leader-report-q1-fy201617/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/program-c-leader-report-q1-fy-201617/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201314-cities-water-supply-catchments-economic-valuation-project-a1-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-valuation-economic-social-ecological-costs-benefits-project-a1-2/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-economic-incentives-instruments-project-a1-3/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-understanding-social-processes-achieve-water-sensitive-futures-project-a2-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-accelerating-transitions-water-sensitive-cities-influencing-behaviour-project-a2-2/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-engaging-communities-water-sensitive-cities-project-a2-3/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-better-governance-complex-decision-making-project-a3-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-better-regulatory-frameworks-water-sensitive-cities-project-a3-2/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-strategies-influencing-political-dynamics-decision-making-project-a3-3/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-cities-water-supply-catchments-society-institutions-project-a4-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-mapping-water-sensitive-cities-scenarios-project-a4-2/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-socio-technical-modelling-tools-examine-urban-water-management-scenarios-project-a4-3/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201314-cities-as-water-supply-catchments-urban-rainfall-in-a-changing-climate-project-b1-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-catchment-scale-landscape-planning-water-sensitive-cities-age-climate-change-project-b1-2/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-catchment-scale-landscape-planning-water-sensitive-cities-age-climate-change-project-b1-2/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-impact-climate-change-rainfall-extremes-drainage-design-project-b1-3/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201314-cities-as-water-supply-catchments-stream-ecology-project-b2-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-protection-restoration-urban-freshwater-ecosystems-informing-management-planning-project-b2-23/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-protection-restoration-urban-freshwater-ecosystems-informing-management-planning-project-b2-23/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-hydrology-nutrient-transport-processes-groundwatersurface-water-systems-project-b2-4/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201314-cities-as-water-supply-catchments-green-cities-and-microclimate-project-b3-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-design-public-realm-enhance-urban-microclimates-project-b3-2/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-social-technical-flood-resilience-water-sensitive-cities-quantitative-spatio-temporal-flood-risk-modelling-urban-context-project-b4-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-social-technical-flood-resilience-water-sensitive-cities-quantitative-spatio-temporal-flood-risk-modelling-urban-context-project-b4-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-social-technical-flood-resilience-water-sensitive-cities-adaptation-across-spatial-temporal-scales-project-b4-2/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-social-technical-flood-resilience-water-sensitive-cities-adaptation-across-spatial-temporal-scales-project-b4-2/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-statutory-planning-water-sensitive-cities-project-b5-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-cities-water-supply-catchments-risk-health-understanding-stormwater-quality-hazards-project-c1-2/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-cities-water-supply-catchments-risk-health-understanding-stormwater-quality-hazards-project-c1-2/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-fit-purpose-water-production-project-c1-3/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-resource-recovery-wastewater-project-c2-1/
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• Managing interactions between decentralised and centralised water systems (Project C3.1) 
• Integrated multi-functional urban water systems (Project C4.1) 
• Intelligent urban water systems (Project C5.1) 
• Learning through demonstration and integration (Project D1.4) 
• Water Sensitive Cities Modelling Toolkit (Project D1.5) 
• Strengthening educational programs to foster water sensitive cities leaders (Project D4.1) 
• Urban intensification and green infrastructure: towards a water sensitive city (Project D5.1) 
• Development of an evaluation and learning framework to inform CRCWSC impact assessment (Project 

D6.1) 
• Developing a Water Sensitive Cities Index (Project D6.2) 

Quarter 1 2016/17 
• Understanding social processes to achieve water sensitive futures (Project A2.1) 
• Accelerating transitions to water sensitive cities by influencing behaviour (Project A2.2) 
• Engaging communities with water sensitive cities (Project A2.3) 
• Better governance for complex decision making (Project A3.1) 
• Better regulatory frameworks for water sensitive cities (Project A3.2) 
• Strategies for influencing the political dynamics of decision-making (Project A3.3) 
• Mapping water sensitive city scenarios (Project A4.2) 
• Catchment scale landscape planning for water sensitive city-regions in an age of climate change (Project 

B1.2) 
• Protection and restoration of urban freshwater ecosystems: informing management and planning (Project 

B2.23) 
• Hydrology and nutrient transport processes in groundwater/surface water systems (Project B2.4) 
• The design of the public realm to enhance urban microclimates (Project B3.2) 
• Social-technical flood resilience in water sensitive cities – quantitative spatio-temporal flood risk modelling 

in an urban context (Project B4.1) 
• Social-Technical Flood Resilience in Water Sensitive Cities – Adaptation across spatial & temporal scales 

(Project B4.2) 
• Statutory planning for water sensitive cities (Project B5.1) 
• Cities as Water Supply Catchments: Risk and health – understanding stormwater quality hazards (Project 

C1.2) 
• Fit-for-purpose water production (Project C1.3) 
• Resource recovery from wastewater (Project C2.1) 
• Managing interactions between decentralised and centralised water systems (Project C3.1) 
• Integrated multi-functional urban water systems (Project C4.1) 
• Intelligent urban water systems (Project C5.1) 
• Learning through demonstration and integration (Project D1.4) 
• Strengthening educational programs to foster water sensitive cities leaders (Project D4.1) 
• Urban intensification and green infrastructure: towards a water sensitive city (Project D5.1) 
• Developing a Water Sensitive Cities Index (Project D6.2) 

 

If project reports are missing, it indicates that they have concluded. 

  

https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-managing-interactions-decentralized-centralized-water-systems-project-c3-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-integrated-multi-functional-urban-water-systems-project-c4-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-intelligent-urban-water-systems-project-c5-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-cities-water-supply-catchments-integration-demonstration-urban-design-project-d1-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-wsc-modelling-toolkit-project-d1-5/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-strengthening-educational-programs-foster-future-wsc-leaders-project-d4-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-urban-intensification-green-infrastructure-towards-water-sensitive-city-project-d5-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-development-evaluation-learning-framework-inform-crcwsc-impact-assessment-project-d6-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-development-evaluation-learning-framework-inform-crcwsc-impact-assessment-project-d6-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q4-fy201516-developing-water-sensitive-cities-assessment-tool-project-d6-2/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-understanding-social-processes-achieve-water-sensitive-futures-project-a2-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-accelerating-transitions-water-sensitive-cities-influencing-behaviour-project-a2-2/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-engaging-communities-water-sensitive-cities-project-a2-3/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-better-governance-complex-decision-making-project-a3-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-better-regulatory-frameworks-water-sensitive-cities-project-a3-2/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-strategies-influencing-political-dynamics-decision-making-project-a3-3/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-mapping-water-sensitive-city-scenarios-project-a4-2/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-catchment-scale-landscape-planning-water-sensitive-cities-age-climate-change-project-b1-2/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-catchment-scale-landscape-planning-water-sensitive-cities-age-climate-change-project-b1-2/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-protection-restoration-urban-freshwater-ecosystems-informing-management-planning-project-b2-23/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-protection-restoration-urban-freshwater-ecosystems-informing-management-planning-project-b2-23/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-hydrology-nutrient-transport-processes-groundwatersurface-water-systems-project-b2-23/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-design-public-realm-enhance-urban-micro-climates-project-b3-2/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-social-technical-flood-resilience-water-sensitive-cities-quantitative-spatio-temporal-flood-risk-modelling-urban-context-project-b4-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-social-technical-flood-resilience-water-sensitive-cities-quantitative-spatio-temporal-flood-risk-modelling-urban-context-project-b4-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-socio-technical-flood-resilience-water-sensitive-cities-adaptation-across-spatial-temporal-scales-project-b4-2/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-socio-technical-flood-resilience-water-sensitive-cities-adaptation-across-spatial-temporal-scales-project-b4-2/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-statutory-planning-water-sensitive-urban-design-project-b5-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-cities-water-supply-catchments-risk-health-understanding-stormwater-quality-hazards-project-c1-2/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-cities-water-supply-catchments-risk-health-understanding-stormwater-quality-hazards-project-c1-2/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-fit-purpose-water-production-project-c1-3/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-resource-recovery-wastewater-project-c2-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-managing-interactions-decentralized-centralized-water-systems-project-c3-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-integrated-multi-functional-urban-water-systems-project-c4-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-intelligent-urban-water-systems-project-c5-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-learning-demonstration-integration-project-d1-4/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-strengthening-educational-programs-foster-future-water-sensitive-cities-leaders-project-d4-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-urban-intensification-green-infrastructure-towards-water-sensitive-city-project-d5-1/
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-developing-water-sensitive-cities-assessment-tool/
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5. Research Adoption Executive Report  
5.1 Key Points 

• Dr Emma Yuen was appointed to the role of WA Regional Manager and her expected start date is mid-
December. Emma is an environmental scientist with experience in both academic and government roles, 
mostly based around water. We look forward to her joining the CRCWSC. 

• A draft Teaching and Learning Strategy will be developed by the end of November. 
• Cheryl Batagol and Tony Wong worked closely with the Department of Premier and Cabinet in Victoria to 

develop the itinerary for the Premier’s visit to Jiangsu Province and Sichuan Province in September ‘16, in 
particular the successful delivery of the Liveability Seminar in Chengdu. 

• Cheryl Batagol and Tony Wong are working closely with the Department of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning in Victoria and the Department of Housing and Urban-Rural Development in Jiangsu Province, 
China, to progress the MoU between the two states on technology transfer and collaboration in facilitating 
the transformation of cities in Jiangsu into sponge cities. 

• Chris Chesterfield accompanied a delegation to Andhra Pradesh in India, headed by the Australian Water 
Partnership, to discuss establishment of a specialist water university and water smart city concepts for a 
proposed new capital city. 

5.2 Regional Advisory Panels  
5.2.1 WA Regional Advisory Panel: 

• Is operating as a strong advocacy group for the WSC agenda in WA. The appointment of Dr Emma Yuen, 
as Regional Manager, will provide further momentum to activities and an ability to engage other 
stakeholders on progressing CRCWSC outcomes. 

5.2.2 Victorian Regional Advisory Panel: 

• Expressions of interest close on 30th November for the position of RAP Chair.  
• Negotiations are progressing with DEWLP to gain support for the RAP to be recognised as a key 

mechanism for the implementation of the urban component of the ‘Waters of Victoria’ Plan.  
• The timing for the appointment and location of the Regional Manager will follow. 

5.2.3 Qld Regional Advisory Panel: 

• Due to role changes at UQ, Sandra Hall will step down from the RED role for the Eastern Region at the 
end of December. A member of the Qld RAP, Chris Tanner has offered to become the interim Regional 
Manager (pro bono) for two days week until July 2017 as he is retiring from Blight Tanner and Associates.  

5.2.4 NSW Regional Advisory Panel: 

• With Sandra stepping down as RED (Eastern Region - which includes NSW), discussions are underway 
with the NSW Participants on options for local provision of this function.  



CRC for Water Sensitive Cities  

• The CRCWSC is keen to maintain the current strong support base with local government in the greater 
Sydney region; an option for this is to expand the role of the ‘SPLASH’1 coordinator to incorporate RAP 
activities by co-funding the role.  

5.2.5 SA Regional Advisory Panel: 

• Recognises the need to appoint a local chair to strengthen the WSC program and is progressing the 
appointment.  

• Is assessing options for the Regional Manager role. 

5.2.6 Key RAP Issues Going Forward: 

• Supporting the RAPs to strengthen their advocacy role by ensuring they have representation from both the 
appropriate institutions as well as members with the required level of seniority to proactively influence 
adoption of WSC program outputs. 

• Gaining commitments to the co-funding of the Regional Managers. 

5.3 Q1 Research Adoption Portfolio Progress 
5.3.1 Research Adoption Strategy 

Consultation on the Research Adoption Strategy has continued with the CRCWSC Advisory Committee as well as 
the SA and Victorian Regional Advisory Panel. All CRCWSC committees were consulted and their comments 
incorporated in the current version. 

The Research Adoption Strategy Report for Nov 2016 is here.  

5.3.2 Knowledge Application & Translation Services  

A strategy workshop attended by CRCWSC participant learning organisations was held in Aug 2016 to identify 
education and training initiatives that support the long-term outcomes of the CRCWSC. A Teaching and Learning 
Strategy will be developed by the end of November for consideration by the relevant CRCWSC learning 
organisations. The Strategy will establish the framework and core actions by building on: 

• Teaching & Learning Workshop 
• Teaching & Learning Actions from the CRCWSC Research Adoption Plan 
• Outputs from the research project ‘Strengthening Educational programs to foster future water sensitive 

leaders (Project D4.1); and 
• Other inputs such as capacity building work plans developed by the Regional Advisory Panels. 

  

                                                      
1 The term SPLASH is a name chosen by a network comprising Councils, agencies and Sydney Water to implement WSUD in 
Greater Sydney Metropolitan Area. The SPLASH Network is funded through a Building Resilience to Climate Change grant 
(OEH and NSW Environmental Trust, administered by Local Government NSW), Sydney Water and Blacktown Council.  The 
purpose of the network is to integrate water cycle management into urban planning and design so as to minimise the impacts 
of climate change on local communities. 

https://watersensitivecities.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Att2-T2-Research-adoption-strat-Draft.pdf
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5.4 Stakeholder Engagement 
Key activities: 

• Engagement with the Victorian Government- 
o to complete the “Water for Victoria” policy leading to its launch in Oct 2016 
o with the Department of Premier and Cabinet to develop the itinerary for the Premier’s visit to 

Jiangsu Province and Sichuan Province in Sept 2016, in particular the successful delivery of the 
Liveability Seminar in Chengdu. 

o with the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning and the Department of Housing 
and Urban-Rural Development in Jiangsu Province, China, to progress an MoU between the two 
states on technology transfer and collaboration to develop sponge cities in Jiangsu. 

• Representatives of the Elwood integrated research project team along with Tony Wong hosted a briefing 
session with agency stakeholders in the Elster Creek catchment. Research project outcomes were 
delivered and opportunities to coordinate a catchment wide implementation plan were identfied.  

• CRCWSC researchers shared their latest findings on engaging communities in the transition to water 
sensitive cities. This forum was co-hosted by WaterSensitive SA. 

• Chris Chesterfield presented to the 8th Australian Stream Management Conference in August (~200 
delegates) on the role river managers can play in shaping the transition to water sensitive cities. Chris will 
repeat this presentation to executives from Coliban Water, City of Bendigo and North Central CMA 
preceding our planned engagement with the City of Bendigo through the IRP1 City Transition project. 

• Warren Traves (Chair of the Queensland RAP), acting as a CRCWSC ambassador, met with Seqwater to 
discuss a Synthesis project focused on decentralised systems but after hearing about the CRCWSC’s 
visioning work, it is interested in leading SEQ through this process. 

• The CRCWSC had a large presence in workshops and presentation sessions at the International Water 
Association’s World Water Congress and Exhibition in Brisbane. 

• In Aug 2016, Chris Chesterfield accompanied a delegation headed by the Australian Water Partnership to 
Andhra Pradesh to discuss establishment of a specialist water university and water smart city concepts for 
a proposed new capital city for the Indian State. The delegation met with officials including the Water 
Minister, Chief Secretary and Chief of Planning of Andhra Pradesh. There was strong interest in further 
exploring opportunities through the AWP and DFAT which are being followed up by the South India 
Consular General Sean Kelly and Gary Jones, CEO of AWP. 

• In Oct 2016, Chris Chesterfield presented to a delegation from Changchun in China as the Chair of the 
Yarra River Protection Ministerial Advisory Committee. The delegation, which included the ex-Chair of the 
Changchun Water Affairs Company, resulted in an invitation from the Changchun Municipal Foreign Affairs 
Office to discuss opportunities for CRCWSC involvement in Sponge City/WSC initiatives. 

The full list of stakeholder engagement activities for Q1 is accessible here. 

5.5 Research Synthesis 
• The CRCWSC and Brisbane City Council partnered to develop ideas for flood resilience in the Norman 

Creek in Brisbane. The workshop was supported by a range of departments across Council as well as other 
stakeholders such as QUU and Water by Design. CRCWSC formally collaborated with GHD to deliver the 
workshop and test the application of our Dance4Water model and its integration with GHD's flood models.  

• The CRCWSC and Bligh Tanner partnered to develop ideas for the master plan for the University of 
Queensland campus. CRCWSC delivered this project as a sub-consultant of Bligh Tanner. 

• The CRCWSC partnered with E2Design, Business South Bank, CRC for Low Carbon Living, AECOM and 
Beast Solutions to develop sustainability options for the South Bank business precinct in Brisbane. 

https://watersensitivecities.org.au/content/q1-fy201617-stakeholder-activities-report/
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