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Introduction  
Blayney Shire Council is responsible for the management of all the cemeteries in the Blayney Shire. 
The primary use of the cemeteries is for burials and memorials to past residents and these 
cemeteries often include memorials to a number of pioneering families. The village cemeteries were 
small areas cleared out of the surrounding bushland or farmland. 

Before European settlement Grassy Box Gum Woodland type ecosystems dominated the western 
slopes of NSW from the Victorian to the Queensland borders (Prober and Thiele 1993). The 
cemeteries covered in this management plan were no different and a combination of luck, people 
leaving ‘unnecessary ‘parts of the cemeteries alone and good management means that many of the 
small village cemeteries have retained remnants of their original vegetation communities. 
Depending on the setting the village cemeteries have well preserved grassland communities and 
others include tree and shrub elements. These elements have survived by being outside of the active 
cemetery area and because it would have been a lot more work to mow all of the cemetery every 
time. The cemeteries contain and reflect the region’s history. Newbridge and Carcoar contain some 
of the Shire’s rare Chinese settler graves and Millthorpe is the final resting place of John Lister who 
along with William Tom discovered payable gold at Ophir which lead to an explosion of interest in 
this area.  

Blayney Shire Council has done a lot of work in identifying the where graves are and collecting the 
information about those graves.  The information about grave location and the sections of the 
cemeteries is all mapped and can be found at http://www.blayney.nsw.gov.au/residents/cemeteries 
It is an invaluable source of information about all the cemeteries. 

This plan will be supported by a small collection of supporting documents as the Neville, Lyndhurst 
and Carcoar cemeteries have been subject to a number of studies and recorded management 
actions. The following documents are contained within Appendix 1 to aid management decisions. 
The studies of the Blayney Village cemeteries include: 

• 2015 Neville Cemetery Survey  
• 2016 Neville Cemetery Survey  
• Semple, W.S. et al (2009) Four rural cemeteries in central western NSW: Islands of 

Australiana in a European sea? Cunninghamia: A Journal of plant ecology for eastern 
Australia 11(1) Botanic Gardens Trust, Sydney Australia.  

• K2W project Report  

Mr Brian Parker, Council’s Parks Supervisor, has taken a proactive approach to the management of 
the remnant vegetation communities during his tenure as Parks Supervisor which commenced in 
1997. Mr Parker has lived in Blayney Shire his entire life which leads to a deep understanding of the 
landscape and the flora and fauna within it. 

Mr Parker through a passion for the natural environment has driven a unique management regime 
at the village cemeteries that have enabled the community’s needs for cemeteries be largely 
balanced with the needs of the less disturbed natural areas in the cemeteries. This balance is 
achieved through often simple and practical actions that encourage native species to flourish – well 
timed mowing or weed control programs, trialling of cultural burning practices and well placed and 
constructed fences that allow wildlife access whilst created a soft barrier discouraging members of 

http://www.blayney.nsw.gov.au/residents/cemeteries
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the public when required. Mr Parker has also keenly welcomed all opportunities to learn from others 
about the ecosystems and plant communities in the cemeteries and this has enabled the deep 
understanding that is synthesised into simple, achievable management actions. 

This management plan will capture this knowledge and requirements for management and those 
costs to ensure that Council adequately plans and budgets for the management of these important 
reserves. 

 

 “The Cemetery Management Plan will identify key conservation values of the cemetery as well as 
threats to the health and future operation of the site” 

Scope and Purpose 
The aim of this document is to provide a strategic guide that focuses on providing guidance to the 
management actions required to maintain the strong environmental and cultural values of the 
cemeteries at Carcoar, Lyndhurst, Millthorpe, Neville and Newbridge. To ensure completeness the 
plan will also cover the Blayney and Hobbys Yards cemeteries. This plan will provide Council with a 
strategic planning and sustainable management framework for improved conservation and public 
amenity of all of the Shire’s cemeteries. 

By having a dedicated Management Plan, Council will be able to identify the needs of the cemeteries 
and allocate the necessary budget to maintain and improve these areas.  

The plan may aid Council by providing a strong basis with which to apply for external grant funding. 

There are a number of stages involved in the development of the Cemetery Management Plan: 

- Assess all cemeteries for the development of a Management Plan 
- Gather information on the cemeteries and their surrounding reserves 
- Develop an integrated long term management program for the cemeteries and their 

reserves 
- Engage and consult with any stakeholder Community groups as to the development of the 

Cemeteries Management Plan 
- Finalise the Cemeteries Management Plan 
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Council may choose to further formalise the plan by completing the following: 

- Presentation of Draft Reserve Management Plan to Council, recommending public display 
for comment 

- Incorporation of changes that arise due to public display 
- Presentation of the Reserve Management Plan to Council for adoption. 
-  

 

This Management Plan will primarily consider the environmental conservation values of the 
cemeteries while ensuring the cultural values are not forgotten 
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An introduction to the Cemeteries 

Blayney Cemetery 
Description 

Tenure: Council owned reserve  Area: 3.2 Hectares 

Dedicated 6 December 1867 and like many cemeteries has struggled with maintenance and neglect 
through time. On 29 July 1899 the Blayney Advocate and Carcoar Herald reported that the Blayney 
Cemetery was dilapidated and neglected and it was recommended that an “Improvement Bee” be 
established to undertake the needed works of tree and grass maintenance. 

Things have improved and Blayney Shire now has a regular and active maintenance regime. The 
cemetery has the most graves of all the cemeteries with sections such as the Roman Catholics and 
Anglicans having old and new sections. Blayney Cemetery also has a lawn cemetery, Columbarium or 
Niche Walls, Methodist/Uniting Section, Presbyterian Section and a General Section. The newest 
section was approved in April 2018 when a request for a Muslim Section was received from the small 
community in town and this addition has been warmly received.  

Ecosystem Type: Modified and planted with native and exotic species. The cemetery is managed 
only for cultural values. 

 

Blayney Cemetery has sparse exotic trees and is managed for aesthetics. 

Location 

1 Memorial Drive, Blayney which is accessed off Millthorpe Road.  Lot 7301 DP 1149152. The 
cemetery is surrounded by agricultural and industrial activity. 
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Carcoar Cemetery 
Description 

Tenure: Council owned reserve  Area: 2.8 Hectares 

Carcoar Cemetery was first gazetted on 31 May 1852 with other lots being added in 1900 and again 
in 1917. It is thought to be the second oldest cemetery west of the Blue Mountains with Bathurst 
being the oldest according to an article in the National Times of 24 June 1944. The largest sections 
are the Anglican/Church of England and Roman Catholic areas. There are also Methodist/Uniting, 
Presbyterian and General sections as well as an area of lawn cemetery and a niche wall. The 
cemetery is approximately 50% actively managed and 50% managed for conservation. 

The cemetery has several large mausoleums which combined with some large headstones give the 
cemetery a very striking appearance. The cemetery also has spectacular views across to Mount 
Macquarie.  Stories associated with some of the oldest graves, include that of Mr Ah Con who lost 
his life trying to save the life of his friend Mr Robinson at Errowanbang Station when he was 
overcome by foul air but he himself was also overcome.  

It was reported in the Sydney Morning Herald on 17 June 1902 that a skeleton of a human was 
discovered at the cemetery being quite exposed as it was only 2 feet from the surface. 

Ecosystem type: Derived native grassland in the cleared portion of the cemetery and Box Gum 
Grassy woodland in the uncleared portions, boundary areas and road reserve. 

 

A view of the mausoleum and an old headstone at CarcoarCemetery 
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Location 

Carcoar Cemetery is located at 1722 Carcoar Road (-33.59162, 149.152983) with the main cemetery 
area being contained on the following lots and deposited plans: 

• Lot 7308 DP 1152303 which is nearly half of the total cemetery area.   
• Lot 7311 DP 1152303 is just under a hectare in size and uncleared. 
• Lot 7001 DP 1124380, Lot 7309 DP 1152303, Lot 7301, DP 1152303,Lot 12 DP 1238668. 

These lots are mostly uncleared or planted with native although not endemic species. 

The cemetery is located within a hilly and quite steep agricultural context which has seen most of 
the surrounding land cleared for grazing.  

  



7 | P a g e  
 

Hobbys Yards Cemetery 
Description 

Tenure: Council owned reserve  Area: 4.5 hectares 

The old Hobbys Yards Cemetery was dedicated on 21 August 1897. The current cemetery was 
dedicated some time later. Both cemeteries are set within an agricultural context.  

Ecosystem type: Modified with pasture grasses. 

         

The old (left) Hobbys Yards Cemetery and the new (right) are both largely managed by the Hobbys 
Yards community 

Location 

Hobbys Yards Cemetery is split across 2 locations in the village. The old cemetery which is now 
closed it located at 9 Church Lane, Hobbys Yards and the cemetery including the church has an area 
of 0.4ha. This cemetery is under the care and control of the local church congregation.  

The current cemetery is located at 30 Hobbys Yards Cemetery Road, Hobbys Yards and is comprised 
of the following parcels: Lots 7307, 7308, 7309 DP 1158290 
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Lyndhurst Cemetery 
Description 

Tenure: Council owned reserve  Area: 3.2 hectares 

Lyndhurst Cemetery is a small cemetery on the western edge of the village. It has 6 sections 
identified as Anglican/Church of England; General; Lawn; Methodist/Uniting; Presbyterian; Roman 
Catholic and Seventh Day Adventist. There is also a small niche wall at the edge of the Lawn section. 
Approximately half of the cemetery is classified as being under active management.  

Lyndhurst cemetery was first established in 1887 with a further lot dedicated in 1907 for the Church 
of England burial ground. The Roman Catholic, Anglican/Church of England and Presbyterian sections 
of the cemetery contain the most graves and these three sections largely comprise the active 
management area. There are few graves contained within both the Methodist/Uniting and Seventh 
Day Adventist portions. 

All of the General, most of the Methodist, half of the Seventh Day Adventist and a small portion of 
the Roman Catholic and Lawn sections of the cemetery are under conservation management. 

 

View of Lyndhurst cemetery 

In 1953 A number of actions at the cemetery were reported in the local paper – a working bee was 
held in late May, a Board of Trustees were elected in early November and the fence was repaired in 
late November.  These reports are reflective of the on-going needs of all cemeteries for regular 
smaller maintenance activities and then larger maintenance activities on a less regular basis. The 
needs of the 1950’s are similar to those faced by Council staff today and will be reflected in this plan.   

In 1996 the Cowra Family History Group Inc. collated a book called ‘Lyndhurst Cemetery’ and a copy 
is held by Central West Libraries (Orange Library). Also of interest is ‘Faces of Mandurama/ 
introduced by John Thompson. This book was published in 1997 and is a selected collection and 
history associated with the photos taken by E.A. J. Lumme a resident of Mandurama and Lyndhurst, 
who was an avid photographer and amateur historian and can be found via the National Library of 
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Australia at https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-
5932094/view?searchTerm=Lyndhurst+Cemetery&partId=nla.obj-5944842#page/n127/mode/1up . 

Ecosystem type: The conservation areas of this cemetery are largely white box woodland derived 
native grassland and some areas of White Box Woodland regrowth. 

Location 

Lyndhurst Cemetery is located off Newry Downs Road in Lyndhurst which is on the western side of 
the village. The cemetery is largely surrounded by a landscape with scattered trees and agricultural 
activities. The landscape around Lyndhurst is predominantly sloping land. It is noted that recent 
residential development on the northern boundary has resulted in some of the neighbouring 
regrowth being cleared along the fence line. 

The cemetery is located on Lot 7303 DP 1152289 and Lot 1 DP 927088 Both lots have been 
predominantly cleared with remnant White Box Woodland (and regrowth) left on the boundaries 
and in the unused north east corner of the cemetery.  

  

https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-5932094/view?searchTerm=Lyndhurst+Cemetery&partId=nla.obj-5944842#page/n127/mode/1up
https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-5932094/view?searchTerm=Lyndhurst+Cemetery&partId=nla.obj-5944842#page/n127/mode/1up


10 | P a g e  
 

Millthorpe Cemetery 
Description 

Tenure:  Council owned reserve  Area: 3 hectares 

Millthorpe Cemetery is a relatively small cemetery on the northern edge of Millthorpe and is co-
located with St Marks Anglican Church (to the south of the cemetery) and St Canice’s Catholic 
Church (on the northern side). Being the most populous village in Blayney Shire, Millthorpe’s 
cemetery is split into eight different sections with the largest being the Roman Catholic, 
Methodist/Uniting and Anglican/Church of England sections which are then further divided into old 
and new sections. This cemetery has the highest proportion of the cemetery being under active 
management due to the age and location of the cemetery so close to the village. 

The cemetery was dedicated on 9 June 1874, not long after the establishment of the original slab 
and bark Church of England schoolhouse in 1867.    

On Wednesday 22 January 1919, The Leader reported that the Methodist portion of the cemetery 
had been cleaned up with the grass being burnt off to discourage snakes and the wattle scrub being 
grubbed out with it now looking ‘in splendid order’. Similarly the Lydhurst Shire Chronical reported 
similar activities in the Church of England portion on the 23 August 1945. Requests for maintenance 
have not changed greatly in 100 years although some of the management methods and priorities are 
changing. 

 

A view across Millthorpe Cemetery 

Millthorpe Cemetery also has the grave of John Lister in the Anglican section. John Lister, along with 
Edward Hargraves, successfully panned for gold at what would become Ophir in February 1851. 

The crown reserve (Lot 9 DP 750384) adjacent to Millthorpe Cemetery and Redmond Oval is used by 
the school for Cross Country style events and portions are mowed by the school.  

Ecosystem type: Remnant Box Gum Woodland on Lot 9 and some derived native grasslands in Lot 
7003. 
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The Lister Family grave site including John Lister, famous for being part of the discovery of gold at 
Ophir 

Location 

Millthorpe Cemetery is located at 56 Park St, Millthorpe and is located on Lots 7302 & 7303 DP 
1157031, Lot 7003 DP 1060551, Lot 1 DP 1122648, Lot 1 DP 650739, Lot 1 DP 668335 and Lot 9 DP 
750384. 

Just over a quarter of Lot 7003 and all of Lot 9 are managed for conservation purposes, whilst all the 
other lots are under active management.  
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Neville Cemetery 
Description 

Tenure: Council owned reserve  Area: 7.8 Hectares 

Neville Cemetery is located to the south of Neville on the edge of the village and was dedicated on 
29 October 1880 around the same time as the local churches. There are a couple of outlying graves. 
With Neville being a small village most of the reserve is relatively undisturbed and thus the grass and 
forb community is very intact. Only a small proportion of the cemetery is actively managed – the rest 
is managed for conservation purposes. 

Ecological surveys at Neville show that a spring burn had positive results on the derived native 
grassland habitats present. After the cool spring burn there was a higher floristic diversity resulting 
from the creation of small ‘clearings’ as rank grass and leaf litter was removed from the site. It also 
showed that native plants were present in greater numbers and diversity after the burn than in 
other sections of the cemetery. Burning also favoured the re-emergence of Small Snake Orchid 
(Diuris chryseopsis). The report completed by DnA Environmental includes a comprehensive flora 
species list for the cemetery. 

 

A view across the derived grasslands to the fenced active cemetery beyond. 

Ecosystem type: Box Gum Grassy woodlands and derived grasslands. 

Location 

Neville Cemetery is located on Kentucky Road, just to the south of Neville village (-33. 719923, 
149.211343).  It is part of an important wildlife corridor that links several large patches of remnant 
vegetation to the south and north of the village. 
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Newbridge Cemetery 
Description 

Tenure:   Area: 8.5 ha 

Newbridge Cemetery is located on several Lots that cover a total of 8.5ha. Only a small portion of 
this area is being actively used for graves and burials – approximately 0.6ha. The rest is covered in 
good quality native vegetation and is an area of high biodiversity. 

The remainder of the site is bushland reserve with a few very historical graves contained within the 
back lots. The cemetery is quite steeply sloping in some sections and there is a small ephemeral 
stream that flows from the south-east towards the north-northeast. 

The cemetery has three sections Roman Catholic, General and Anglican/Church of England. All three 
sections are subject to active management although nearly half of the Roman Catholic section is 
native vegetation and un-utilised. 

Newbridge cemetery was dedicated as part of a common area in Newbridge by Government Gazette 
on 11 June 1886.  

The cemetery is interesting as in the bush section of the cemetery was the grave of Maryann 
Tattersall who died on September 20, 1855. In 2008 this grave was desecrated and the body dug up 
and taken from the site along with the iron fence that was around her grave.  The headstone and 
plinth were left behind and have been reinstated. Also tucked away in the bushland portion of the 
cemetery reserve is a Chinese grave which is one of very few within the Shire. 

Maryann Tattersall’s grave at Newbridge Cemetery Bush Reserve was subject to grave robbing in 
2008 
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Ecosystem type: The area is an ecotone that includes a variety of woodland communities and 
species being present. 

Location 

Newbridge Cemetery is located on Wimbledon Road. The active cemetery is present on Lot 1 DP 
668404 and Lot 7007 DP 1054063. The remaining parcels (Lot 7006 DP 1054063; Lot 1 DP 668089; 
Lot 1 DP 668403; Lots 7009, 7008, 7010 DP 1055776) are relatively intact woodland ecosystems with 
a high biodiversity. 
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Groups interested in the Management and Usage of the Cemeteries 
There are a number of community groups in addition to Blayney Shire Council that have an interest 
in the use, management, maintenance and improvement of the cemeteries being managed in this 
plan.  These groups are variously active depending on community priorities.  Most are stakeholders 
with an interest in the management of the cemeteries, rather than active land managers. Blayney 
Shire Council coordinates a Cemetery Forum and current members are listed below in Table 1 and 
other groups with interests in cemeteries are listed in Table 2. 

TABLE 1: Blayney Cemetery Forum Members 

Name Email Contact Number/s 
Cr David Kingham (Chair) david.kingham@blayney.nsw.gov.au 0437 865 178 or 6367 

5110 
Cr Newstead (Alternate) john.newstead@blayney.nsw.gov.au 0468 682 037 or 6368 

2037 
Hayley Lavers woodabyna@gmail.com 0417 684 990 
Helen Dent mhelendent@yahoo.com.au 6368 3212 
Mitchell Groves mitchellgroves@dodo.com.au 0409 983 670 or 6368 

2193 
Vicki Pulling pullingvicki@gmail.com 0418 956 147 or 6367 

5315 
Janelle Adams nellysue67@gmail.com 0455 272 127 or 6368 

1168 
Kevin Radburn Snr  6368 8569 
Kevin Radburn kevin@nevillesiding.com.au 0421 238 967 or 6368 

8599 
Geoff Braddon  6367 3139 
Candice Braddon cbraddon31@gmail.com 6367 5145 

TABLE 2 Other interest groups 

Cemetery Groups involved 
Blayney See Blayney Cemetery Forum above 
Carcoar Carcoar Historic Society - Carl Purcell 
 Village Committee 

Alan Griffiths (President). Carly Howarth (Secretary) 
Email:thecarcoarvillageassociation@gmail.com 
The Secretary 
Carcoar Village Association 
PO Box 42 
Carcoar 2791 

Lyndhurst Cowra Family History 
Contact details: President: John Poole  
Cowra Family History Group Inc. 
PO Box 495 Cowra NSW 2794 

 Lyndhurst Soldiers Memorial Hall and Village Committee 
Contact Details: President: Richard Bloomfield  
Ph6367 5068, 0427 201 824 

Hobbys Yards See Blayney Cemetery Forum  

mailto:david.kingham@blayney.nsw.gov.au
mailto:john.newstead@blayney.nsw.gov.au
mailto:woodabyna@gmail.com
mailto:mhelendent@yahoo.com.au
mailto:mitchellgroves@dodo.com.au
mailto:pullingvicki@gmail.com
mailto:nellysue67@gmail.com
mailto:kevin@nevillesiding.com.au
mailto:cbraddon31@gmail.com
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Millthorpe Millthorpe Village Committee 
Contact Details: President: Sam Yeates  
PH 6366 3238;  
Email: millthorpevillage@gmail.com 

 Millthorpe Public School 
Contact Details:  The Principal 
millthorpe-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

 Golden Memories Museum 
Contact Details: President Peter Whiley 
37 Park St, Millthorpe NSW 2798 

Neville Village Committee 
Newbridge Newbridge Rural Fire Service  

Contact Details: Tom Miller, Captain 
 Newbridge Progress Association 

Contact Details: Jan Dickie 
jan.dickie47@yahoo.com.au 

General Contact Blayney Family History Group 
Contact Details: Gwen Standbridge 
Blayney Shire Local & Family History Group Inc 
c/- Blayney Library 
48 Adelaide St 
Blayney NSW 2799 

 

  

mailto:millthorpe-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
mailto:jan.dickie47@yahoo.com.au
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Conservation Significance (Local and Regional) 
The Blayney Shire has been significantly cleared as much of the shire is gentle rolling hills with deep 
fertile soils that were seen by early settlers to the district has being prime agricultural land. These 
cleared lands were then sown with pastures they understood such as phalaris and rye grass and any 
regrowth of native vegetation was ruthlessly grubbed out. 

Today, Blayney has no state conservation areas or national parks as less than 10%of the original 
vegetation or the plant community types remain. Most of these remaining patches and trees are on 
private land or are contained within small discrete reserves such as travelling stock and road 
reserves and cemeteries.  

The village cemeteries are perhaps the least disturbed as they have been subject to little grazing 
pressure and, outside of the active management zones, have been subject to little interference. Due 
to the highly fragmented and disturbed nature of the vegetation these small pockets of remnant 
vegetation are critically important to biodiversity conservation in Blayney Shire. 

All the village cemeteries included in this plan (except for Hobbys Yards) have native vegetation 
features present which have precipitated the need for this plan. In collecting the information to 
create this plan it is clear that some of the cemeteries included in this plan are in better condition 
and have a higher conservation value than others. For example Millthorpe, which has a history of 
disturbance and high levels of use by the community, has a small relatively low quality Grassy Box 
Gum Woodland remnant remaining and the native grasses suffer from inappropriate mowing 
regimes and therefore has the lowest environmental conservation value. However, the age and 
presence of an historical figure such as John Lister at the cemetery means that its cultural 
conservation value is high which precipitates a different management regime to Newbridge where 
there are important cultural and environmental values present. 

The cemeteries do have competing demands placed upon their management and each cemetery will 
be managed in two zones – an active management zone and a conservation management zone. 

The Conservation Management Zones are managed to prioritise elements such as endangered 
ecological communities, native grasses, native orchids and forbs, hollows, fallen timber for habitat, 
weed encroachment and feral animal management. 

The Active Management Zones are managed to provide a neat and tidy appearance to the portions 
of the cemeteries where graves are located.  This will also include edge trimming, weed control, feral 
animal control, litter management and spoil management. 

Legislative responsibilities to be considered in the long term management of both zones in the 
cemeteries include:  

Biosecurity Act 2015 which prescribes weed species that land managers (both private and public) 
are required to control and include species such as blackberries, Chilean needle grass, privets and 
serrated tussock. 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 regulates the clearing and removal of all native vegetation on all 
lands in NSW including native grasses. This Act also regulates threatened species and threatened 
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communities. This legislation will need to be considered in the future management operations of the 
cemeteries particularly any expansion into the areas covered with native grass. 

Cultural Heritage: The cemeteries undoubtedly hold cultural heritage significance to both Modern 
Australian communities and possibly Indigenous Communities. The National Parks and Wildlife Act 
1974 is the primary legislation for the protection of aspects of Aboriginal cultural heritage in New 
South Wales. On-going consultation will be required. 

Cultural Heritage Management of cemeteries 
Cemeteries undoubtedly are important cultural resources for the community.  They tell us where we 
have come from and allow for the remembrance of family and friends.  

The cultural assets of cemeteries include the graves, mausoleums and columbarium. These also 
include old freestanding graves outside of the active zones in the cemetery. These graves help tell 
the stories of early settlers to the region and how this region was settled. The threats to the cultural 
assets include many of those that impact on the environmental values but also include issues such as 
degradation of headstones and grave decorations. 

This plan cannot cover the cultural significance and management requirements of the cemeteries, 
their graves and other infrastructure outside of those with an environmental significance. 

Current Management Actions 
This plan will discuss the cemeteries as containing two distinct areas: 

• The Active Area – which is the area of the cemetery that contains most of the graves and is 
where people continue to be buried.  This area also includes area set aside for future burials. 
These areas are actively managed to meet community expectations. 

• The Conservation Area – these are the native grassland and woodland portions of the 
cemetery land and these areas may contain the occasional very old burial. These areas are 
more passively managed with conservation of biodiversity in mind. 

The cemeteries in this management plan are subject to one or two distinct management regimes 
depending on which part of the cemetery and the condition of the cemetery. The past and current 
management actions are therefore discussed reflecting these management zones. It goes without 
saying that there are sometimes unforeseen management actions required as a result of storm 
damage or collapse of graves even though management actions such as tree inspections and feral 
animal control are undertaken. 

Semple et al (2009) noted in a study of rural cemeteries that  

“…rural cemeteries are important for conserving populations of a surprising number 
of local native species. They represent a valuable repository of native species that, 
though not necessarily rare in the region, are very uncommon in the surrounding 
area. For example Microseris lanceolata (Yam Daisy), was once widespread in 
grasslands and woodlands…Rated as ‘only dandelions’ by one mowing contractor, it 
is locally common on all cemeteries except Lyndhurst, but does not occur in the 
surrounding grazed and/or cropped land.” 
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Tables 3 and 4 provide a brief list of current management actions for both management categories – 
Active and Conservation. 

Table 3: Current Active Management Actions 

Cemetery Active Management Actions 
Blayney  
 Mowing up to 6 times per year and edge trimming once over spring/summer or as 

required 
 Annual tree inspection  
 Empty bins as required 
 Check of fence 
 Annual Weed control 
Carcoar  
 Mowing up to 6 times per year and edge trimming once over spring/summer or as 

required 
 Annual tree inspection and trimming of roses 
 Empty bins as required 
 Check of fence 
Hobbys Yards  
 Mowing up to 3 times per year and edge trimming once over spring/summer 
 Check of fence 
 Annual Weed control 
Lyndhurst  
 Mowing up to 6 times per year and edge trimming once over spring/summer 
 Annual tree inspection 
 Empty bin as required 
 Annual Weed control 
 Review of fence integrity 2-3 times per year (significant pressure from neighbouring 

kangaroos as there is a wildlife carer ) 
Millthorpe  
 Mowing once per month and twice per month in summer. 
 Edge trimming once per year and upon request. 
 Weed spraying twice a year 
 Bins emptied every month 
 Rabbit control every 5 years 
 Fence maintenance every 10 years or as required. 
Neville  
 Mowing up to 6 times per year and edge trimming once over spring/summer or as 

required 
 Annual tree inspection and trimming of roses 
 Empty bins as required 
 Check of fence 
 Annual Weed control 
Newbridge  
 Mow as required up to 6 times per year 
 Remove pine wildings once per year  
 Annual tree inspection 
 Spray weeds every second year 
 Inspect fences 3-4 times per year and repair as required. 
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Table 4: Current Conservation Management Actions 

Cemetery Conservation Management Actions 
Carcoar  
 Mow native grasses every 2-3 years in autumn 
 Review fencing and exotics  
 Annual weed control  
Lyndhurst  
 Mowing once every 5 or so years to manage sward build up 
 Rabbit control every 3-5 years 
 Review and potentially remove some Eucalypt sapling/regrowth in grasslands to 

enhance tree growth and grassland management 
 Review of fence integrity 2-3 times per year (significant pressure from 

neighbouring kangaroos as there is a wildlife carer ) 
Millthorpe  
 Mowing once per year 
 Woody Weed spraying once a year 
 Fence inspection and repair as required 
 Rabbit control every 5 years 
Neville  
 Supress weeds through mowing and spraying annually 
 Cultural cool burn approximately every 5 years 
 Remove pine wildings once per year 
 Rabbit control every 7-10 years 
 Spray weeds every year in woodland 
 Inspect fences 3-4 times per year and repair as required. 
Newbridge  
 Supress weeds through spraying annually 
 Remove pine wildings once per year 
 Inspect fences 3-4 times per year and repair as required 
 Rabbit control every 7-10 years 

Current Condition of the Cemeteries 
The condition of the cemeteries varies 
and a brief description of each of the 
cemeteries and their condition is 
provided below. The condition 
assessment is inclusive of both the 
active and conservation management 
areas. The cemeteries are all generally 
in a well maintained condition with a 
variety of actions required in the active 
and conservation zones. All cemeteries 
share the common problem of blown 
litter in the form of plastic flowers and 
their wrappings, this is despite there 
being bins located at the gates of all 
cemeteries.  
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Blayney and Hobbys Yards Cemeteries 
These cemeteries are only managed for active graves and there are no conservation zones present.  
Blayney Cemetery has a fringe of native and exotic trees although none of the eucalypts are of local 
provenance.  

Hobbys Yards Cemetery is located on top of a hill in the middle of a paddock with sweeping views 
over the valley. It has no conservation value being dominated by introduced pasture grass species. 
Wombats are a cause for concern in the new cemetery. 

Both cemeteries are actively managed via mowing, edging and ensuring fences and other 
infrastructure are in good order. 

Carcoar Cemetery 
Overall the condition of Carcoar Cemetery is good.  The active portion of the cemetery is largely 
cleared except for a few mature Eucalypts. The cemetery experiences few problems although some 
work on preventing erosion would be useful in both zones – particularly in the Roman Catholic 
section and just inside the bush reserve section in the southern portion of the cemetery. The soils on 
the hill are relatively thin and past disturbance has resulted in sub-soils being placed on top limiting 
revegetation. 

The presence of fake flowers and plastic vases and containers for the flowers as blown litter is a 
problem at this cemetery with materials escaping into the conservations zones and being blown into 
the fences making the cemetery appear untidy. 

The old headstones, mausoleums and decorative iron fences are starting to deteriorate and works 
are needed to protect these structures. Headstones from as late as 1940 are also deteriorating and 
steps may need to be taken in the near future to protect them. 

The border of trees to the north and west of the active cemetery has been planted with native but 
not local tree and shrub species. The road reserve and the conservation zone to the south are both 
in relatively good condition and the locally rare Gompholobium huegelii lives just outside the 
cemetery boundary in the road reserve. 

Work by Bill Semple et al reported in his 2009 paper ‘Four Rural cemeteries in central western NSW: 
Islands of Australiania in a European sea?’ noted that the dominant Eucalypt community would have 
been E. dives and E. goniocalyx and that the proportion of native species in all management areas 
was relatively high at 54% which is much higher than observed in just the mown ‘active’ portions of 
the cemetery where native groundcovers only comprise 41% of the groundcover. It was also noted 
that both the mown derived grasslands and the unmown grassland/woodland portions supported 
different groundcover communities with ‘disturbance lovers’ such as Euphorbia drummondii (Caustic 
weed) and Portulaca oleracea (Pigweed) in the mown areas and ‘disturbance avoiders’ such as 
Tysanotus tuberosis (Common Fringe Lily) and Velleia paradoxa (Spur Velleia). A full species list can 
be found appended to this paper. 

Neighbouring residents present challenges with their choices of garden plants and introduction of 
weed-like exotic species such as Robinia and Laburnum. Monitoring of these garden species will be 
required.  
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There are some persistent localised weeds including freesias and periwinkle (vinca major) are 
present in all sections of the cemetery. Control is focused on the conservation zones however the 
weeds have extended and are prevalent in the road reserve. The road reserve is now a source of 
new weed seed and material and for effective control to be achieved the road reserve must have 
more active weed control applied. 

The conservation zone is in good condition and contains hollow bearing trees and a good 
understory. There is a build-up of rank grass in parts of the conservation zone that would be well 
served by a cool burn in the near future. 

Lyndhurst Cemetery 
This cemetery is largely cleared but has significant native grasslands and within these grassy areas 
are forbs, orchids and small shrubs present that rely on sunny grassy glades as habitat. This 
cemetery falls in the middle of the conservation rankings for the cemeteries being more degraded 
than those containing good quality woodlands but having more values than the highly disturbed 
cemeteries with no native species. 

The cemetery is well situated to be used for native grass seed collection due to its size and ease of 
access to the grassland areas. It works well environmentally with the mature white box trees on 
neighbouring private property. Further information on the floristic diversity at Lyndhurst can be 
found in Semple et al (2009) as it was part of the same study as Carcoar although for a shorter 
period of time. It was noted that the proportion of natives species was lower at Lyndhurst at 45% 
but that the unmown grasslands were of a similar quality to those at Carcoar with 54% of species 
being native. 

The cemetery is still actively used although maintenance of the graves and disposal of plastic flowers 
is becoming problematic as families move out of the district leaving old headstones and fences to 
deteriorate and fake plastic flowers to become blown litter.  

There is significant grazing pressure from kangaroos as a neighbouring resident is a wildlife carer and 
soft releases many animals into the adjoining small paddock and the kangaroos move relatively 
freely into the cemetery. This is also creating tracks within the conservation management areas 
which could lead to future erosion problems. Council has started working with the neighbour to 
raise their awareness of the impact of the kangaroos and commence fence replacement works. It 
was noted that rabbits are increasing in number and urgent management of numbers is required. 
Erosion is not a current problem at Lyndhurst, largely due to its flatter landscape. 

The tracks within the cemetery are in good condition and some of the graves are in poor condition 
however overall this cemetery is in good condition. The values of the conservation areas in this 
cemetery are twofold.  Firstly as a possible source of native grass seed and secondly as refuge for 
small forbs and orchids that require sunny open glades to thrive. 

Millthorpe Cemetery 
Millthorpe Cemetery is in the poorest condition of all the cemeteries largely due to more frequent 
use. The community use the cemetery lands not only as a burial ground but also for dog walking and 
cross country racing – particularly in the small conservation management area. The cemetery also 



23 | P a g e  
 

receives out of village visitors interested in history due to the age and presence of John Lister’s 
grave. 

In the active management area it was noted that there were rabbits present along with a few 
burrows and that blown litter from plastic flowers and other burial tributes was present.  The tracks 
within the cemetery are eroded and continuing to deteriorate and the lack of formal parking within 
the cemetery is encouraging visitors to 
drive to the grave site increasing the 
compaction and erosion potential 
within the cemetery. The conservation 
management area is also degraded as it 
is impacted by overfrequent mowing by 
community stakeholders, blown litter 
and rabbits. It is also threatened by 
community desires for tidy cemeteries 
and for fallen or dead standing timber 
to be removed. Weeds are also gaining 
a foothold in the outer sections of the 
conservation management areas. 

Neville Cemetery 
Neville is the largest of the village cemeteries and is has a mix of treed areas, grave sites, grass and 
forb lands and pasture grasses. Significant work has occurred to protect the biodiversity at Neville 
including the construction of hollows within some trees, fencing, cool burns to encourage forb and 
grass diversity. 

The graves are fenced by rabbit proof fencing and so the cemetery is overall in very good condition.  
There are few weeds and little to no litter. The community uses the cemetery as part of a local 
walking circuit and everything is tidy and well-kept where required and more wild in the woodland 
areas creating a lovely mixed use space. 

Newbridge Cemetery 
Both management areas of Newbridge cemetery are in very good condition. The cemetery at 
Newbridge is a large reserve with only a small portion used for active graves. The cemetery is 
adjacent to the travelling stock reserve and so is very much a bush cemetery. The active portion of 
the cemetery is largely cleared with a few mature eucalypts remaining. 

The active area is well managed with no erosion, few weeds, no rabbits and very little litter. The 
cemetery does not receive a lot of visitors and is used only very occasionally. The conservation 
management area is also in good condition and is fenced and to the public largely appears as a 
separate reserve. It was cleared many years ago and now has regrown and has some more mature 
trees present. The area was also leased for cattle grazing up until the mid-1980s when the leases 
were cancelled and the practice ceased. Occasionally the neighbours sheep may get through the 
fence, although the damage is minimal. 



24 | P a g e  
 

Goals for the conservation and management of the cemeteries 
Goals for cemetery management in Blayney Shire are again split between the need for active 
management of burial areas and conservation management of bushland remnants. 

Overall Active Management Goals  

• Maintain a high amenity for active managed areas of the cemetery through regular mowing, 
edging, weed and rabbit control 

• Access heritage and other funding to ensure that old graves within the Shire are maintained 
appropriately 

• Encourage residents via an education program to leave biodegradable grave tributes to 
reduce blown litter 

• Create a dedicated spoil management area to improve amenity and movement of potential 
weeds  

• Regular mature tree inspection to ensure safety of trees to limit damage to graves from limb 
drop. 

Overall Conservation Management Goals 

• Protect and improve the native vegetation communities present within the cemetery 
reserves through weed and pine wilding control, rabbit control and infrequent specific 
management actions such as cool burns. 

• Work with stakeholders and local communities to improve understanding of the native 
vegetation present within the cemetery to reduce management conflicts 

• Create appropriate interpretive signage to respectfully raise awareness of the values of the 
native grasslands and remnant white box woodland within the cemetery 

Goals for each cemetery: 

Blayney and Hobbys Yards 

• Explore options for more space at Blayney for very long term future growth of the cemetery 
that will support the very long term closure of the active grave zone at the village 
cemeteries. 

Carcoar 

• Treat erosion in the Roman Catholic section over time by adding weed free topsoil or 
compost when it becomes available. 

• Find funding to protect and restore old graves and mausoleums within the cemetery 
• Manage fencing around the active area to improve outcomes in the conservation zone. 

Lyndhurst 

• Improve the fencing and pathways at the cemetery to better reflect use by the community 
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Millthorpe 

• Develop and implement better mowing and management practices within the conservation 
management area in consultation with the school to reinvigorate grasses and forbs 

• Develop a future burial plan that will manage encroachment of graves into remnant grassy 
box gum woodland and create a mechanism for collecting topsoil from this area for use as 
seedbank material. 

• Work with the community to manage the introduction of exotic species into the cemetery 
and their encroachment into the grassy box gum woodland. 

• Formalised car parking and track creation within this cemetery to aid management and 
rehabilitation of erosion problems that are currently being experienced. 

Newbridge 

• Develop links with research institutions to better understand the biodiversity present within 
the conservation management area 

• Remove old fencing wire from ephemeral creek within the conservation management area 

Neville 

• Maintain current condition. 

 

Caption: Neville Cemetery 
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Existing Management Plans 
Cemeteries are a traditional part of Council’s operations and experience relatively high levels of 
community expectation for presentation and ease of access. The dual management of the village 
cemeteries for their natural values is unusual for cemeteries outside of rural and regional council 
areas.  

Blayney Shire Council’s 2018/2019 – 2021/2022 Delivery Program and 2018/2019 Operational Plan 
has 2 mentions of cemeteries and provides for the management of natural areas through two main 
sections of the plan which are listed below. 

Future Direction 1 – Maintain and Improve Public Infrastructure and Services  

The longer term delivery program objective 1.1.9 is to Maintain Council Cemeteries in accordance 
with the community’s needs and expectations. The 2018-2019 Operational Plan requirements are to; 
Maintain Cemetery records and provide on-line public access and to; Maintain cemeteries to agreed 
service levels. 

Future Direction 5 – Protect our Natural Environment 

The longer term delivery program objective 5.3.1 is to Ensure the Shire’s 8 heritage listed cemeteries 
are maintained and protected. The 2018-2019 Operations Plan requirements are to; Support 
engagement of specialist stone masons to commence restoration work on derelict graves and to; 
Continue to eradicate vermin and install vermin prevention measures. 

Future Direction 5 also supports the conservation efforts at the cemeteries through long term 
objective 5.4.1 Promote sustainable development and protection of our natural resources. In the 
immediate financial year this is includes: Disseminate information to the community as it becomes 
available; and Facilitate the delivery of environment initiatives on Council owned and controlled 
land. This second action is very relevant to the conservation zones in the cemeteries as they are 
some of the best native vegetation in Council’s ownership and control. 

Current and Future Uses of the Reserves 
The cemeteries have first and foremost a very clear and unique purpose in providing a place for 
people to inter their loved ones and as a place of remembrance. These portions (active zones include 
the historic graves and any closed sections) of the cemetery are managed for a high level of amenity 
with mowing, edging and vermin and weed control being the most important actions. 

Cemeteries also help the community remember who they are and where they have come from as 
they provide a link to the community of times past. Family History and local history groups use the 
cemeteries and the information contained within the gravestones to help tell the stories of the 
communities and families of the district. 

With the larger cemetery reserves such as Neville, which contain accessible woodlands are also used 
for walking and quiet reflection. The woodlands and grasslands are managed as conservation zones 
and primarily managed for biodiversity protection. 
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It is envisaged that the cemeteries will continue along similar use and management priorities until 
the active zones of the cemeteries are full. At this point it is envisaged that all the village cemeteries 
will be closed and a central town cemetery will opened.  This new cemetery will be managed only for 
active objectives and the village cemeteries will revert to being managed to ensure grave stones and 
information is not lost and the grounds only for conservation objectives.  

As community of the Shire is becoming more diverse and awareness of the impacts of burials on the 
environment grows, Councils need to ensure that their cemetery services are sufficiently flexible to 
allow for the changing needs of families. This will include the need to be able to respond to a variety 
of religious requirements for burial and also growing trends in burials such as eco-burials. Blayney 
Cemetery has also ready responded by allowing for the creation of a small Muslim section and it is 
expected that these requirements will increase into the long term future. 

Eco-burials may not necessitate the creation of new sections within the cemeteries but may require 
extra space for the planting of trees. The range of practices that constitute an eco-burial are diverse 
ranging from a simple change from a traditional coffin to a shroud or other quickly non-toxic 
biodegradable coffin that may or may not include the planting of trees or other vegetation. 

Management Commitments and Activities 

Council’s commitment and budget for Cemetery management 
Council is the only stakeholder that takes an active role in the management of the cemeteries and 
Council currently undertakes all management activities in the cemeteries. Individuals often maintain 
the graves of loved ones and may pick up litter in the vicinity of these graves but their actions are ad 
hoc and do not extend further into the cemetery.  Village committees and associations do not play 
an active role in the management of the cemeteries at this time. 

Appendix 2 contains Council’s current 
and future budget plans.  This appendix 
should be updated on a regular basis. The 
cemeteries budget currently reflects the 
operational and capital costs of running 
cemeteries.  The costings for future 
management activities has not been 
included in this appendix and will need to 
be approved by Council as a variation on 
the current plans. 

Caption: Family plot at Newbridge 
Cemetery 
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Conservation Importance – Environmental  
 

Cemetery 
Name 

Environmental 
Assets 

Description 
Characteristics and current condition 

Expanse Local/Regional 
importance 

Management 
Priority 
1 = low 5 = high 

Carcoar Grassy Box Gum Woodland There has careful management over the past 20 years 
of the woodland remnants within the reserve with 
weed spraying and rabbit control. The site has good 
understory diversity and has hollows present. It 
provides essential habitat and biodiversity to region.  

1.6 ha Local/Regional  4 

 Derived grassland This area has also been managed to achieve better 
outcomes for the grassland biodiversity through 
reduced mowing regimes.  

0.1ha Local 3 

 Locally rare species A variety of locally rare species exist at the cemetery 
including Gompholobium huegelii, yam daisies and a 
variety of small orchids.  These species have been 
supported through reduced mowing regimes and 
regular weed suppression. Refer to APPENDIX 1 for 
detail of species present. 

Small and 
variable 

Local 4 

Lyndhurst Derived white box 
grassland 

These small areas provide for some white box 
regrowth and also allow for native grasses, forbs and 
orchids to remain in the landscape. This site will form 
an important source of native grass seed going 
forward. 

0.6ha Local / regional 3 

 White Box Woodland This area is quite degraded due to weeds and previous 
clearing. The site is heavily timbered with regrowth, it 
is also impacted to some extent by weeds but there 
has been a recent active management program. 

0.8ha Local/ regional  2 

 Locally rare species  A variety of locally rare species exist at the cemetery 
including yam daisies and a variety of small orchids. 

Small and 
variable 

local 4 



29 | P a g e  
 

These species have been supported through reduced 
mowing regimes and regular weed suppression Refer 
to APPENDIX 1 for detail of species present. 

Millthorpe Poor quality grassy box 
gum woodland 

There is a small section of GBGW that is heavily 
mowed and impacted by other uses of the site. It has 
little to no understory. 

1.4ha Local  2 

      
Neville Grassy Box Gum Woodland This cemetery is in good condition having never been 

grazed or cleared beyond the extent of the active 
graves.  There are hollows and it has also been the site 
of hollow installation and monitoring.  This reserve is 
home to squirrel gliders and other threatened species. 

3.2 Local/ regional/ 
national 

5 

 Derived grassland Is in good condition with few weed incursions.  Cool 
burning has helped restore orchids and other forbs to 
the groundcover mix.  

2.8 Local / regional  5 

 Locally rare species  A variety of locally rare species exist at the cemetery. 
These species have been supported through reduced 
mowing regimes and regular weed suppression. 
Refer to APPENDIX 1 for detail of species present. 

Small and 
variable 

Local 4 

Newbridge Grassy Box Gum Woodland 
ecotone  

This is in mixed condition as up until the 1980’s the 
woodland reserve was grazed.  This practice has 
ceased and understory species are regenerating.  
Hollows have also been installed and are being 
monitored at this site. Due to its unique location it is 
an ecotone of yellow box, mountain gum and red 
stringybark 

6.3 Local / Regional 4 

 Locally rare species  A variety of locally rare species exist at the cemetery 
including Bursaria spinosa subsp. Lasiophylla. These 
species have been supported through reduced 
mowing regimes and regular weed suppression. 

Small and 
variable 

Local 4 
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Conservation Threats – Environmental  
 

Cemetery 
Name 

Environmental Assets Description of threat Management Actions Management 
Priority 
1 = low 5 = high 

Carcoar Grassy Box Gum Woodland Weed encroachment 
 
 
Illegal Grazing either 
directly in the reserve or on 
adjacent road reserve 

Selective spraying or ‘cut and paint’ with appropriate 
herbicides on a regular on-going basis to ensure 
regeneration of native species. 
Regular fence inspections and maintenance 
Ensuring that grazing permits are sought and correctly 
assessed. 

3 
 
 
2 

 Derived grassland Weed encroachment 
 
 
Over mowing 
 
 
 
Illegal Grazing either 
directly in the reserve or on 
adjacent road reserve 

Selective spraying or ‘cut and paint’ with appropriate 
herbicides on a regular on-going basis to ensure 
regeneration of native species. 
Ensure crews are familiar with the management 
differences between active and conservation zones in 
the cemeteries and have them clearly marked in work 
plans as biannual 
Regular fence inspections and maintenance 
Ensuring that grazing permits are sought and correctly 
assessed. 

3 
 
 
4 
 
 
 
2 

 Locally rare species Loss due to accident such 
as spraying 
 
 
Illegal Grazing either 
directly in the reserve or on 
adjacent road reserve 

Find and then carefully mark the location of the plants 
with non-descriptive markers such that location is 
known to staff but not the public to ensure survival and 
safety. 
Regular fence inspections and maintenance 
Ensuring that grazing permits are sought and correctly 
assessed. 

4 
 
 
 
4 

Lyndhurst Derived white box grassland Weed encroachment 
 
 

Selective spraying or ‘cut and paint’ with appropriate 
herbicides on a regular on-going basis to ensure 
regeneration of native species. 

3 
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Over mowing Ensure crews are familiar with the management 
differences between active and conservation zones in 
the cemeteries and have them clearly marked in work 
plans as biannual 

4 

 White Box Woodland Neighbour expectations of 
tidy space 
 
Weed encroachment 
 
 
Overgrazing  

Work with stakeholders and neighbouring properties to 
ensure understanding of Council’s management actions 
and goals for the woodland areas and seek support. 
Selective spraying or ‘cut and paint’ with appropriate 
herbicides on a regular on-going basis to ensure 
regeneration of native species. 
Work with neighbours with regards to fencing and 
wildlife management, encourage them to soft release in 
other areas away from the cemetery 

4 
 
 
3 
 
 
5 

 Locally rare species Loss due to accident such 
as spraying 

Find and then carefully mark the location of the plants 
with non-descriptive markers such that location is 
known to staff but not the public to ensure survival and 
safety. 

4 

Millthorpe Poor quality grassy box gum 
woodland 

Neighbour expectations of 
tidy space 
 
Weed encroachment 
 
 
Over mowing 

Work with stakeholders and neighbouring properties to 
ensure understanding of Council’s management actions 
and goals for the woodland areas and seek support. 
Selective spraying or ‘cut and paint’ with appropriate 
herbicides on a regular on-going basis to ensure 
regeneration of native species. 
Ensure crews are familiar with the management 
differences between active and conservation zones in 
the cemeteries and have them clearly marked as 
biannual maintenance 

5 
 
 
3 
 
 
4 

Neville Grassy Box Gum Woodland Weed encroachment 
 
 
Illegal Grazing either 
directly in the reserve or on 
adjacent road reserve 

Selective spraying or ‘cut and paint’ with appropriate 
herbicides on a regular on-going basis to ensure 
regeneration of native species. 
Regular fence inspections and maintenance 
Ensuring that grazing permits are sought and correctly 
assessed. 

5 
 
 
2 
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 Derived grassland Weed encroachment 
 
 
Illegal Grazing either 
directly in the reserve or on 
adjacent road reserve 

Selective spraying or ‘cut and paint’ with appropriate 
herbicides on a regular on-going basis to ensure 
regeneration of native species. 
Regular fence inspections and maintenance 
Ensuring that grazing permits are sought and correctly 
assessed. 

5 
 
 
2 

 Locally rare species Loss due to accident such 
as spraying 
 
 
Illegal Grazing either 
directly in the reserve or on 
adjacent road reserve 

Find and then carefully mark the location of the plants 
with non-descriptive markers such that location is 
known to staff but not the public to ensure survival and 
safety. 
Regular fence inspections and maintenance 
Ensuring that grazing permits are sought and correctly 
assessed. 

4 
 
 
 
2 

Newbridge Grassy Box Gum Woodland 
ecotone 

Weed encroachment 
 
 
Grazing by straying stock 
 
 
Illegal Grazing either 
directly in the reserve or on 
adjacent TSR 

Selective spraying or ‘cut and paint’ with appropriate 
herbicides on a regular on-going basis to ensure 
regeneration of native species. 
Keep up regular maintenance of fences including 
regular checks by both council and landholder to ensure 
stock are not straying. 
Regular fence inspections and maintenance 
Ensuring that grazing permits are sought and correctly 
assessed. 

4 
 
 
5 
 
 
2 

 Locally rare species Loss due to accident such 
as spraying 
 
 
Illegal Grazing either 
directly in the reserve or on 
adjacent TSR 

Find and then carefully mark the location of the plants 
with non-descriptive markers such that location is 
known to staff but not the public to ensure survival and 
safety. 
Regular fence inspections and maintenance 
Ensuring that grazing permits are sought and correctly 
assessed. 

2 
 
 
 
2 
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Current Management Actions 

Blayney Cemetery 
 

Description of 
Activity 

Frequency of Activity  When this occurs Activity Responsibility  Management Priority 
1 = low 5 = high 

Active Zone     
Mowing Every 4 weeks or as required*  Parks Crew 5 
Edging Twice per year Spring and Summer  Parks Crew 4 
Empty bins Monthly or as required In conjunction with other 

activities 
 5 

Rabbit Control Annual When weather permits Contractors 3 
Weeding and/or 
spraying 

2 times per year Spring and summer Parks Crew 2 

Fence and infrastructure 
inspections and 
maintenance 

Annual In conjunction with other 
activities 

Parks Supervisor and 
Contractor 

4 

NOTES: * families may request maintenance of the cemetery prior to a burial. 
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Carcoar Cemetery 
 

Description of 
Activity 

Frequency of Activity  When this occurs Activity Responsibility  Management Priority 
1 = low 5 = high 

Active Zone     
Mowing Every 6 weeks or as required*  Parks Crew 5 
Edging Once per year Summer  Parks Crew 4 
Empty bins Quarterly or as required In conjunction with other 

activities 
 5 

Cut down roses Once per year Autumn Parks Crew 2 
Weeding and/or 
spraying 

2 times per year Spring and summer Parks Crew 5 

Conservation Zone     
Weed spraying Once per year In conjunction with Active Zone 

program 
Parks Crew 5 

Fence inspections and 
maintenance 

Once per year Winter Parks Supervisor 3 

Mow grasslands Once per year After seed set Parks Crew 4 
Cool burns Every 5 years 2019 Autumn-winter Parks Supervisor 4 
Fence – replacement if 
required 

Every 10 years 2022 if required in Winter  Parks Supervisor and 
Contractor 

3 

NOTES: * families may request maintenance of the cemetery prior to a burial. 
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Hobbys Yards New Cemetery 
 

Description of 
Activity 

Frequency of Activity  When this occurs Activity Responsibility  Management Priority 
1 = low 5 = high 

Active Zone     
Mowing Every 6 months or as required*  Parks Crew 5 
Edging Once per year Summer  Parks Crew 3 
Empty bins Quarterly  In conjunction with other 

activities 
Parks Crew 2 

Rabbit Control Every 5 years or as required When weather permits Contractor 3 
Weeding and/or 
spraying 

Once per year Spring or summer Parks Crew 1 

Fence and infrastructure 
inspections and 
maintenance 

Annual In conjunction with other 
activities 

Parks Supervisor and 
Parks Crew 

3 

Fence Replacement Every 30 years 2030 or when required Parks Supervisor and 
Contractor 

2 

NOTES: * families may request maintenance of the cemetery prior to a burial. 
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Lyndhurst Cemetery 
 

Description of 
Activity 

Frequency of Activity  When this occurs Activity Responsibility  Management Priority 
1 = low 5 = high 

Active Zone     
Mowing Every 6 weeks or as required*  Parks Crew 4 
Edging Once per year Summer  Parks Crew 4 
Empty bins Quarterly or as required In conjunction with other 

activities 
Parks Crew 4 

Weeding and/or 
spraying 

2 times per year Spring and summer Parks Crew 5 

Rabbit Control Every 5 years or as required When weather permits Contractor 4 
Conservation Zone     
Weed spraying Once per year In conjunction with Active Zone 

program 
Parks Crew 5 

Fence inspections Once per year Winter Parks Supervisor 3 
Mow or cool burn 
grasslands 

Every 5 years Autumn or winter Parks Crew and Parks 
Supervisor 

5 

Tree review for thinning 
in woodland area 

Every 10 years In conjunction with other 
activities 

Parks Supervisor 3 

Replace fences Every 20 years or as required 2019 when able to be scheduled Parks Supervisor and 
Contractor 

3 

NOTES: * families may request maintenance of the cemetery prior to a burial. 
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Millthorpe Cemetery 
 

Description of 
Activity 

Frequency of Activity  When this occurs Activity Responsibility  Management Priority 
1 = low 5 = high 

Active Zone     
Mowing Every 6 weeks or as required*  Parks Crew 5 
Edging Once per year Summer  Parks Crew 4 
Empty bins Monthly In conjunction with other 

activities 
Parks Crew 5 

Weeding and/or 
spraying 

2 times per year Spring and summer Parks Crew 3 

Rabbit Control Every 5 years or as required  When weather permits Contractor 4 
Conservation Zone     
Weed spraying Once per year In conjunction with Active Zone 

program 
Parks Crew 4 

Fence inspections Once per year Winter Parks Supervisor 3 
Mow grasslands and 
EEC for exotic grass 
control 

Every year Autumn or winter Parks Supervisor and 
Parks Crew 

5 

Fence Maintenance Every 10 years or as required Autumn, Winter or Spring Parks Crew 3 
Replace fences Every 20 years or as required 2025 or when required winter Parks Supervisor and 

Contractor 
3 

NOTES: * families may request maintenance of the cemetery prior to a burial. 
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Neville Cemetery  
 

Description of 
Activity 

Frequency of Activity  When this occurs Activity Responsibility  Management Priority 
1 = low 5 = high 

Active Zone     
Mowing Every 6 weeks or as required*  Parks Crew 4 
Edging Once per year Summer  Parks Crew 4 
Empty bins Quarterly or as required In conjunction with other 

activities 
Parks Crew 5 

Weeding and/or 
spraying 

2 times per year Spring and summer Parks Crew 5 

Rabbit Control Every 5 years or as required When weather permits Contractor 4 
Conservation Zone     
Weed spraying Once per year In conjunction with Active Zone 

program 
Parks Crew 5 

Fence inspections Once per year Winter Parks Supervisor 3 
Mow grasslands Annual Autumn or winter Parks Crew 5 
Burn grasslands Every 5 years 2021 Parks Supervisor 4 
Fence Maintenance Every 10 years or as required 2027 Parks Crew 3 
Replace fences Every 20 years or as required 2019 when able to be scheduled Parks Supervisor and 

Contractor 
3 

NOTES: * families may request maintenance of the cemetery prior to a burial. 
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Newbridge Cemetery 
 

Description of 
Activity 

Frequency of Activity  When this occurs Activity Responsibility  Management Priority 
1 = low 5 = high 

Active Zone     
Mowing Every 8-10 weeks or as 

required* 
 Parks Crew 4 

Edging Once per year Summer  Parks Crew 4 
Empty bins Quarterly or as required In conjunction with other 

activities 
Parks Crew 5 

Pine Wilding 
Management 

Annual In conjunction with weed 
management 

Parks Crew 4 

Weeding and/or 
spraying 

2 times per year Spring and summer Parks Crew 4 

Rabbit Control Every 5 years or as required When weather permits Contractor 3 
Conservation Zone     
Weed spraying Once per year In conjunction with Active Zone 

program 
Parks Crew 5 

Fence inspections Every 4 months January, May, September  Parks Supervisor 4 
Fence Maintenance Every 10 years or as required 2026 Parks Crew 4 
Replace fences Every 20 years or as required 2036 when able to be scheduled Parks Supervisor and 

Contractor 
3 

NOTES: * families may request maintenance of the cemetery prior to a burial. 
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Future Actions and Goals 
Cemetery Description of activity MP* Comments/Issues 

Start dates for works 
Who is responsible 
(Council or partner) 

Costs Timeline / 
status 

Combined 
Cemeteries 

Create a Cemeteries works 
guide for parks crew to guide 
actions 

     

Blayney New Cemetery for when all 
village cemeteries are full 

3 2020    

 Create a formal area for spoil 
management 

     

Carcoar When cemetery is full, manage 
site for environmental 
conservation 

     

 Create a formal area for spoil 
management 

     

 Signage to improve awareness 
of conservation values of 
reserve 

     

 Convert surrounding 
conservation zone into 
stewardship sites under the BCA 
2017 

     

Lyndhurst Create a formal area for spoil 
management 

     

 Improved pathway through the 
cemetery and reserves 

     

 Signage to improve awareness 
of conservation values of 
reserve 

     

Hobbys Yards No future goals      
Millthorpe Create a formal area for spoil 

management 
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 Reinvigorate the forbs/grasses 
through clearer management in 
Conservation Zone 

     

 Work on cemetery planning to 
reduce grave encroachment on 
Conservation Zone 

     

 No new introduction of exotic 
species  

     

 Collect topsoil from new graves 
for rehabilitation of 
Conservation Zone 

     

 Create a formal area for spoil 
management 

     

 Signage to improve awareness 
of conservation values of 
reserve 

     

Neville Create a formal area for spoil 
management 

     

Newbridge Create a formal area for spoil 
management 

     

*MP = Management Priority 
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Document History 
 

Activity Responsibility 
(Officer) 

Approved 
(supervisor) 

Date Status 

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
 

 



 
 

Appendix 1: Supporting documents list and location 
These documents may be management plans, studies and research, planning documents, 
communication documents, grant applications or general information available about the 
cemeteries such as historical documents, flora and fauna surveys etc. 

All documents referred to here should be available through the records management system so that 
the knowledge is not lost. 

Name of document Date  Location 
File reference 

Relevance to this management plan 

Neville Cemetery: 
Ecological Surveys 

December 
2015 

 Survey of Cemetery 

The Effects of burning on 
the ecological function 
and floristic diversity of 
the derived native 
grassland at Neville 
Cemetery 

November 
2016 

 Describes impact of cool burns on 
cemetery flora 

Four rural cemeteries in 
Central Western NSW 

2009  Discusses flora of Carcoar and 
Lyndhurst cemeteries 

K2W Project Report 2015  Project report for works and burn at 
Neville Cemetery 

 

 

  



 
 

Appendix 2: Current and Future Budget for Cemetery Management 
 

As Management and Operational Plans for Council are updated this appendix should be updated to 
reflect current management actions and allocated budgets. 
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