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THE 202020 VISION
The 202020 Vision is a mass-collaboration 
of organisations working together to 
create 20% more green space in our  
urban areas by 2020.

To achieve this we are bringing industry, business, 
NGOs, government, academia and individuals together 
and providing them with the tools, resources and 
networks necessary to meet our shared goal. 

The 202020 Vision was started in 2013 by Nursery 
& Garden Industry Australia and Horticulture 
Innovation Australia Ltd. 

It has since grown into Australia’s biggest network of 
green space experts, creators and supporters. The 
network has grown to include over 200 organisational 
partners, 2,000 individual supporters and 29 strategic 
experts all working towards one common goal. 

*All figures current at May 2016, and counting!

26M+
total circulation*

180+ 
pioneering green space 

projects listed

7,500+ 
green space stories 

placed in media

300+ 29 3,000+ 

ALSO FROM THE 202020 VISION

Download them from 202020vision.com.au

Where are  
all the Trees?
Australia’s first benchmark 
of canopy cover in urban  
and peri-urban LGAs.

The 202020 
Vision Plan
We asked 500 green space 
experts what it will take 
to make Australia’s urban 
areas 20% greener. This is 
what they told us.

How to Grow  
an Urban Forest
A step-by-step how-to guide 
developed for councils  
in conjunction with the  
City of Melbourne.

network 
partners

strategic  
experts individuals

When we talk about ‘green space’ we’re talking 
about an urban area that features trees and plants 
and delivers real benefits to the people that use it. 

Basically, we are interested in increasing the amount 
of green space in our urban areas in a way that delivers 

some kind of utility to people and communities. 
And why wouldn’t we be? Trees and plants have 
been shown to make us healthier, happier and more 
productive, reduce flooding, clean the air and cool 
our cities.

WHAT IS GREEN SPACE?
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WHY THIS 
GUIDE?

As such, those who champion green space will 
be better equipped if they better understand 
the rules and regulations and the various 
government departments that affect the 
creation and preservation of urban green 
space in Australia. 

This guide outlines all the government 
departments that create or oversee legislation 
that affects urban green space. 

It is one of three guides designed to make 
it easier to navigate and influence the rules 
and regulations that affect urban green 
space in Australia. 

Like all urban 
projects, green 
space grows 
best when policy 
supports it.

THE 
PLAYING FIELD
Here we outline the regulatory playing fi eld, 
including the government departments and infl uencers 
responsible for setting the rules and regulations.
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TOP TEN 
OPPORTUNITIES
Here we look at the top ten opportunities to improve 
current rules and regulations in order to make it easier 
and more attractive to create green space projects. 
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Outlines the regulatory playing field, 
including the government departments 
and influencers responsible for setting 
the rules and regulations. 

GUIDE 1

The Playing Field

Outlines the rules and regulations one 
needs to understand in order to create 
more and better green space.

GUIDE 2

Rules & Regulations

Looks at the ten opportunities to improve 
current rules and regulations in order 
to make it easier and more attractive to 
create green space projects.

GUIDE 3

Top Ten Opportunities

METHODOLOGY
This guide is informed by the Identification of Barriers 
to Adoption of 202020 Vision Goals research report 
developed by consultants Josh Byrne & Associates for 
Horticulture Innovation Australia Ltd.

The research was informed by the 202020 Vision 
Growing the Seeds tour, as well as interviews with 
 some of Australia’s leading green space thinkers,  
from all sectors and across seven states.

A full list of people interviewed as part of this research 
is available in the rear of this guide.

Furthermore, State and Federal Government legislation 
as well as detailed government plans, policy and 
strategies were reviewed to gain insight into which 
instruments are at play in each state and their possible 
impacts upon green space creation and provision.

For a complete research methodology, please see the original research report, 
available at www.horticulture.com.au/about/resources-publications-final-reports/
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YOUR HANDY 
INSTRUMENT GUIDE
POLICY VS PLANNING INSTRUMENTS

NT: www.lands.nt.gov.au/planning/overview-of-planning-in-the-nt

SA: www.sa.gov.au/topics/property-and-land/land-and-property-development/ 
planning-professionals/south-australia-s-planning-policies#title3

TAS: www.planning.tas.gov.au/how_planning_works/tasmanian_planning_system

VIC: www.dtpli.vic.gov.au/planning/about-planning/a-guide-to-the-planning-system

WA: www.planning.wa.gov.au/publications/899.asp

LEGISLATION : Statutory instruments (laws) created 
by the Commonwealth (Parliament) of Australia, or 
State and Territory Parliaments and typically take 
the form of an Act or subsidiary Regulations.

RATING SCHEME : (Statutory / Strategic) Systems 
which score (using stars or numbers) the performance 
level of infrastructure against benchmarks.

STANDARD / CODE : (Statutory / Strategic) 
Instruments often established by government or 
industry which specify minimum level of performance 
or procedural practices.

POLICY / STRATEGY : (Strategic) High level 
government positions or statements which set the 
government direction and intent. ‘Policy’ is also 
a catch-all term which can refer to the range of 
instruments which deliver government objectives.

GRANTS PROGRAM : (Strategic) A funding 
process provided by government bodies for business,  
not-for-profit organisations and the community  
to support strategic objectives. 

STRATEGY / STRATEGIC PLAN: (Strategic) 
Typically resources which provide specific guidance 
on how to deliver the intent of high level government 
policy objectives. They often establish processes 
and support decision making.

GUIDE / GUIDELINE / HANDBOOK / MANUAL 
/ TOOLS : (Strategic) Typically practical technical 
design or guidance resources which provide a 
process or method by which objectives or a strategy 
can be delivered and achieved. Whilst usually not 
enforceable, governments place great value in the 
application of these tools.

PROGRAM / INITIATIVE : (Strategic) Collective 
projects and activities funded and delivered by 
governments to fulfill a specific need.

MASTER PLAN : (Statutory, Strategic, or Statutory 
/ Strategic) Often mandated by legislation, a high 
level plan for a specific land area which sets out 
key objectives for use and management over a set 
time period.

REVIEW : (Strategic) A comprehensive evaluation 
or assessment of a government instrument / policy 
/ program to determine its effectiveness and identify 
possible areas of improvement.

CHARTER : (Strategic) A guideline establishing the 
aims and principles of a set of signatories such as 
a group of cities or states.

LEVY : (Strategic) A fee placed upon an application, 
process or activity by government to provide financial 
support for administration and other expenditure.

DEFINITIONS 

Terminology is highly interchangeable and differs 
according to location, some terms which closely 
align have therefore been grouped for ease of 
defining. It may be worth noting that many states 

and territories have developed their own guidance 
on how their planning systems operate and often 
include a glossary of terms, including:

A QUICK REVIEW 
FROM GUIDE ONE
When it comes to creation and 
preservation of urban green space,  
there are two types of ınstruments  
that determine the playing field.

1. STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

Statutory instruments include Acts, Regulations and 
Orders that are made by a government (whether 
State, Local or Federal), with the intention of them 
commanding, prohibiting, or declaring a specific order. 

Statutory instruments don’t specify detail in terms 
of how a piece of land is required to be used, (for 
example, how many houses, how high and so on), 
but instead set out the principles that control  
the process. 

2. STRATEGIC INSTRUMENTS

Strategic instruments include Regional Planning 
Strategies, Precinct Planning Policies and Development 
Control Policies. 

Where statutory instruments provide the vision for 
an area or kind of piece of land, strategic instruments 
provide the detail on how land can be managed and 
used by defining, for example the required space 
between houses, size of the verges and so on. 

Unlike statutory instruments, strategic instruments 
do not have the full force of the law behind them, 
so are less rigid. 

Additional strategic instruments that guide urban 
planning include Standards and Codes. These 
instruments may be ‘called up’ in legislation, thereby 
being mandatory in effect.

STRATEGIC BUT STATUTORY IN EFFECT

In some cases, planning is governed by instruments 
which, whilst not a statutory instrument themselves, 
have been established by statute (eg an Act) and 
therefore have the force of law behind them. Additional 

strategic instruments that guide urban planning 
include Standards and Codes. These instruments 
may be ‘called up’ in legislation, thereby being 
mandatory in effect.
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There are dozens of statutory and strategic 
planning instruments that guide provision of 
green space in Australia, existing at all levels  
of government. 

These pages outline what our research deemed to 
be the most important.

KEY STATE AND TERRITORY  
PLANNING INSTRUMENTS
In each state and territory there are additional 
instruments that guide the level of green space 
provision during land development and construction, 
these include:

DEVELOPMENT  
CONTRIBUTION INSTRUMENT(S)
Development (or Developer) Contributions are 
contributions of land space or funds by developers to 
ensure the provision of suitable levels of infrastructure 
for new developments, including public open space.

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT CODES
Typically establish building footprints on blocks, 
and address minimum landscape requirements, 
permeable surface areas and building boundary 
set-backs, each of which impacts on the potential 
level of green space which could be provided on 
residential blocks.

The table below identifies the applicable instruments 
employed in each state and territory.

DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTION 
INSTRUMENT(S)

RESIDENTIAL  
DEVELOPMENT CODES

ACT N/A. Zones Development Codes.

NSW Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979, Section 94.

Primarily Local Council responsibility

State Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt  
and Complying Development Codes) 2008

State Environmental Planning Policy  
No. 65 – Design Quality of Residential  
Apartment Development.

NT Planning Act 2009, Part 6. NT Planning Scheme – Performance Criteria.

QLD Statutory guideline 01/09 Priority 
infrastructure plans and infrastructure 
charges schedule.

Queensland Development Code.

SA Planning, Development and 
Infrastructure Act 2016, Section 50.

Residential Development Code

TAS Local Government (Buildings and 
Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1993, 
Section 117.

Planning Directive No. 4.1 Standards  
for Residential Development in the General 
Residential Zone

VIC Planning and Environment Act 1987, 
Part 3B

Planning and Environment Act 1987, 
Section 173

Subdivision Act 1988, Section 18. 

Residential Development Provisions (ResCode).

WA Development Act 2005, Section 26

Development Control Policy 2.3 Public 
Open Space in Residential Areas

State Planning Policy 3.6 Development 
Contributions for Infrastructure. 

State Planning Policy 3.1 : Residential Design 
Codes of Western Australia.

WA 
Planning & 
Development  
Act 2005
State Planning  
Strategy 2050

Draft Perth & 
Peel@3.5million

NT 
Planning  
Act 2009
Territory 2030 
Strategic Plan

SA 
Planning, Development and 
Infrastructure Act 2016
South Australia’s  
Strategic Plan

30-Year Plan 
for Greater Adelaide

QLD 
Sustainable  
Planning Act 2009

Toward Q2  
2008 – Tomorrow’s  
Queensland

South East Queensland 
Regional Plan 2009-2031

KEY 
Statutory Planning  
Instrument 
Strategic Planning  
Instrument

FEDERAL 
Our Cities, Our Future: A national 
urban policy for a productive, 
sustainable and liveable future.

THE 1 PAGE VERSION

NSW 
Environmental Planning  
& Assessment Act 1979
Regional Growth Plans (various)

A Plan for Growing Sydney

ACT 
Planning & Development  
Act 2007
ACT Planning Strategy

TAS 
Local Government (Buildings & 
Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1993
Capital City Strategic Plan 2015 – 2025

Regional Land Use Strategies  
(North West, Northern, Southern)

VIC 
Planning &  
Environment  
Act 1987
Plan Melbourne

Regional  
Growth Plans
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THE 
COMPLETE 
RULEBOOK
If one seeks to 
understand or 
influence green space 
rules, it is, of course, 
not enough to know 
what they are. One 
needs to understand 
who sets each rule 
and why it is relevant 
to urban green  
space creation  
and preservation.

The following pages explore many of the most important 
policy instruments at the national, state and territory level 
(as well as some standout local councils).

Each section briefly considers how these instruments 
affect urban green space and makes observations on 
their relevance, where they may be leveraged to create 
better green space outcomes, as well as detailing the 
responsible authority. 

For a more in-depth look at opportunities for improving 
green space instruments, please see Guide Three  
– The Opportunities. 



1110

INSTRUMENT DATE
RESPONSIBLE 
AUTHORITY

STATUTORY 
/ STRATEGIC

POLICY 
SPHERE KIND DESCRIPTION OBSERVATIONS

Environment 
Protection and 
Biodiversity 
Conservation  
Act 1999

1999 Department of  
the Environment

Statutory Environment Legislation Australia’s premier environmental legislation,  
the Act provides a framework for protection  
of the Australian environment. The Act 
specifically addresses ‘matters of national 
environmental significance’.

Provides protection of natural heritage features 
including biodiversity, natural and culturally 
significant places. Part 10 of the Act requires 
states to undertake strategic assessments 
of a plan, policy or program which may cause 
impact, including urban development.1 The Act 
does not directly address urban green assets, 
but any proposal that may impact on ‘matters of 
national environmental significance’ needs to be 
considered under the legislation.

Smart Cities 
Plan

2016 Department of the 
Prime Minister and 
Cabinet

Strategic Planning/
Economy

Policy  
/ Research

The Smart Cities Plan sets out the Australian 
Government’s vision for our cities, and our plan 
for maximising their potential. It includes three 
pillars: Smart Investment, Smart Policy and 
Smart Technology.

The Smart Cities Plan recognises the value 
of green space in terms of liveability. Further 
opportunities exist to improve the sustainability, 
quality and efficiency of buildings and precincts 
through standards and investments. The Plan 
also acknowledges the Green Building Council 
of Australia and the Australian Sustainable Built 
Environment Council can play in supporting  
green space through the application of tools  
and frameworks. 

Our Cities,  
Our Future:  
A National 
Urban Policy for 
a productive, 
sustainable and 
liveable future

2011 Department of 
Infrastructure 
and Regional 
Development  
and Infrastructure 
Australia

Strategic Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

The National Urban Policy is the Australian 
Government’s leading planning instrument. It sets 
a vision for our cities to deliver future prosperity 
and wellbeing for our communities and reinforces 
the Council of Australian Governments’ (COAG) 
national objective to ensure Australian cities are 
globally competitive, productive, sustainable, 
liveable, socially inclusive and well placed to 
meet future challenges and growth.

The policy references the vital contribution 
of urban green space2 and sets the goal of 
protecting and enhancing natural ecosystems 
to be achieved by “avoiding and mitigating 
the impacts on critical environments and by 
incorporating quality green space, microclimate 
and water sensitive design into urban systems.”

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

The Australian Government has not yet formalised 
in policy their position with regard to urban green 
space. There are, however, existing policy instruments 

which currently guide or could be amended and used 
to support and improve urban green space planning. 
They are as follows: 

1. Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth).  
Available here: www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_act/epabca1999588/. [2 December 2015]

2. Australian Government (2011) Our Cities, Our Future: A national urban policy for a productive, sustainable and liveable future.  
Department of Infrastructure and Transport, Canberra.
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INSTRUMENT DATE
RESPONSIBLE 
AUTHORITY

STATUTORY 
/ STRATEGIC

POLICY 
SPHERE KIND DESCRIPTION OBSERVATIONS

Australian 
Infrastructure 
Plan

2016 Infrastructure 
Australia

Strategic Infrastructure Policy  
/ Strategy

The 15-year Australian Infrastructure Plan 
responds to the issues identified in the 2015 
Australian Infrastructure Audit, including 
productivity, economic growth and the protection 
and enhancement of Australia’s quality of life.

The plan seeks to address concerns surrounding 
population growth and increasing urban 
densification, advocating for government and 
industry to employ quality planning and design 
for improved liveability outcomes.

Which a significant focus on ‘hard’ infrastructure, 
the Plan identifies the need for green space, but 
does not provide detail regarding how this can be 
supported. The most supportive recommendation 
of the Plan is that “All governments should 
ensure that processes are in place to deliver 
high-quality, well-designed, higher density 
development, connected to infrastructure  
and public amenities.”

National Carbon 
Offset Standard

2010 Department of 
Environment

Statutory 
/ Strategic

Environment Legislation The NCOS seeks to provide national consistency 
in the voluntary carbon market. The standard: 

• provides guidance on what is a genuine 
voluntary carbon emissions offset.

• sets minimum requirements for calculating, 
auditing and offsetting the carbon footprint of 
an organisation, product or event to voluntarily 
achieve ‘carbon neutrality’.

The NCOS and the Emissions Reduction Fund 
(ERF – including the former Carbon Farming 
Initiative) do not acknowledge the carbon 
sequestration and climate change mitigation 
potential of urban green space / urban forest, 
which is one of the most at risk forest forms 
in Australia. The NCOS and ERF each have 
structures / methodologies by which carbon 
sequestration ‘eligible offsets’ may be approved, 
which could include urban forests.

Whilst the NCOS and ERF do not include the 
value of carbon sequestration and climate change 
mitigation potential of urban green assets, this 
may be a future opportunity, with local councils 
potentially employing urban green space as  
a carbon offset.

National Clean 
Air Agreement

2015 Department of 
Environment

Statutory 
/ Strategic

Environment Policy 
/ Strategy

Via COAG, the National Clean Air Agreement was 
approved in late 2015. The Agreement seeks to 
ensure that the community continues to enjoy 
clean air and address the impacts on human 
health and the environment. The Agreement 
is designed to incorporate a range of existing, 
new and complementary measures to improve 
Australia’s air quality.

The Agreement focuses on actions to reduce air 
pollution and improve air quality through action 
between industry and government at the national, 
state and local level. At present, the agreement 
focuses on reducing emissions, however could 
extend to addressing the value of green space  
in improving air quality.

National 
Construction 
Code (NCC) – 
Building Code of 
Australia (BCA)

2016 Australian Building 
Codes Board

Statutory 
/ Strategic

Infrastructure Standard 
/ Code

Through the NCC, the BCA provides mandatory 
performance requirements which guide 
construction in Australia. Enacted under 
legislation by each state and territory, the BCA 
enable the achievement of nationally consistent, 
minimum necessary standards of relevant  
safety, health, amenity and sustainability 
objectives efficiently. The BCA requires that 
building construction must consider the  
‘bushfire attack level’, which considers  
vegetation and is of relevance in peri-urban  
areas in addition to regional areas. 

The Code could allow for the contribution  
of green space to the energy efficiency 
performance requirement under the Code.
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The Nationwide 
House Energy 
Rating Scheme 
(NatHERS)

1993 Department of 
Industry and 
Science (NatHERS)

Statutory 
/ Strategic

Environment Rating Scheme As one of the mandatory building rating schemes, 
NatHERS supports efforts of Australian 
Governments to reduce the energy and 
greenhouse gas impact of residential buildings. 
NatHERS encourages energy efficient building 
design and construction by providing a reliable 
way to estimate and rank the potential thermal 
performance of residential buildings in Australia. 
To determine how efficient the design of an 
existing or yet to be built home is, it is given a star 
rating between zero and 10 stars. 

Whilst excellent initiatives, both the NaTHERS 
and NABERS schemes provide little, or no, 
assessment of landscaping / garden design, the 
schemes could better incentivise the inclusion of 
urban green assets in commercial and domestic 
developments by amending them to include 
green assets as means to contribute to the 
ratings score through improved building thermal 
performance contribution (via shading).

National 
Australian Built 
Environment 
Rating System 
(NABERS)

2001 Managed by the 
NSW Office of 
Environment and 
Heritage on behalf 
of Federal, State 
and Territory 
Governments

Statutory 
/ Strategic

Environment Rating Scheme As the other mandatory building rating scheme, 
NABERS provides four environmental rating tools 
(energy, water, waste) to measure the actual 
operational performance of existing buildings 
and tenancies. NABERS can be used to rate 
commercial offices, shopping centres, hotels  
and homes.

As above.

National 
Strategy for the 
Conservation 
of Australia’s 
Biological 
Diversity

2010 Department of  
the Environment

Strategic Environment Strategy The then Natural Resource Management 
Ministerial Council, represented by Ministers 
from all State and Territory Governments and 
the Australian Government, endorsed Australia’s 
Biodiversity Conservation Strategy 2010-2030  
in October 2010.

The National Strategy is by its nature focused  
on regional areas, however a strict interpretation 
of the strategy also supports urban efforts. 

20 Million 
Trees (by 2020) 
Program

2014 Department of  
the Environment

Strategic Environment Grants Program Part of the National Landcare Program, the 
Australian Government is providing funding for 
the community to plant 20 million trees by 2020, 
to re-establish green corridors and urban forests. 
It has four strategic objectives:

• 20 million trees: 20 million trees and associated 
understorey planted by 2020.

• Environmental conservation: support local 
environmental outcomes by improving the 
extent, connectivity and condition of native 
vegetation that supports native species.

• Community engagement: work cooperatively 
with the community.

• Carbon reduction: contribute to Australia 
reducing its greenhouse gas emissions.

The 20 Million Trees initiative is a major step 
forward for the Australian Government in 
providing support for grassroots green space 
projects. The program is, however, limiting with 
regards to the form and scale of projects which 
can apply for funding (trees). 

Green Army 
Program

2014 Department of  
the Environment

Strategic Environment 
/ Employment

Grants Program A hands-on, practical, grassroots environmental 
action program that supports local environment 
and heritage conservation projects across 
Australia. Provides opportunities for young 
Australians aged 17-24 years to gain training 
and experience in environmental and heritage 
conservation fields and explore careers in 
conservation management, while participating  
in projects that generate real benefits  
for the environment.

The Green Army Program provides opportunities 
for community groups and Local Government 
to fund and deliver small-medium-`sized green 
space projects.

INSTRUMENT DATE
RESPONSIBLE 
AUTHORITY

STATUTORY 
/ STRATEGIC

POLICY 
SPHERE KIND DESCRIPTION OBSERVATIONS
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AS 4970-2009: 
Protection 
of Trees on 
Development 
Sites

2009 Standards 
Australia

Statutory  
/ Strategic

Environment Standard This Standard provides guidance on the 
principles for protecting trees on land subject to 
development. It follows, in sequence, the stages 
of development from planning to implementation. 
This Standard aims to assist those concerned 
with trees in relation to development. 

Local Government sometimes require the 
application of this standard for any developments. 
This should be standard practice and

AS 5334-2013: 
Climate change 
adaptation for 
settlements and 
infrastructure: 
a risk-based 
approach

2013 Standards 
Australia

Statutory  
/ Strategic

Environment Standard This Standard provides a general and widely 
applicable approach and framework for  
decision-makers in all organisations who play  
a role in design, planning, approval, construction, 
commissioning, maintenance, management, 
operation and decommission of settlements  
and infrastructure.

The standard could better address the value  
and role of green space in supporting climate 
change action, including both water and air 
(quality) management.

Creating Places 
for People, An 
Urban Design 
Protocol for 
Australian Cities

2012 Australian 
Sustainable Built 
Environment 
Council  
(and others)

Strategic Department 
of 
Infrastructure 
and Regional 
Development 
(and 
Australian 
Sustainable 
Built 
Environment 
Council)

Guideline Creating Places for People is a collaborative 
commitment to best practice urban design in 
Australia. The protocol is the result of two years 
of collaboration between peak community and 
industry organisations, states, territories, Local 
Governments, and the Australian Government.

The Protocol was an excellent product for its 
time and a great demonstration of cross industry 
and government collaboration. ASBEC may 
wish to update this product in light of improved 
knowledge and policy changes.

Guide to Road 
Design Part 
6B: Roadside 
Environment

2015 Austroads Strategic Environment Guideline Provides guidance for road designers and other 
practitioners on the types of features and 
facilities that may need to be accommodated 
within a roadside.

Austroads could seek to bring the guide in line 
with more advanced roadside management 
policies developed by a number of states.

INSTRUMENT DATE
RESPONSIBLE 
AUTHORITY

STATUTORY 
/ STRATEGIC

POLICY 
SPHERE KIND DESCRIPTION OBSERVATIONS
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INSTRUMENT DATE
RESPONSIBLE 
AUTHORITY

STATUTORY 
/ STRATEGIC

POLICY 
SPHERE KIND DESCRIPTION OBSERVATIONS

Australian 
Capital Territory 
(Planning 
and Land 
Management) 
Act 1988

1988 Australian 
Government: The 
National Capital 
Authority, and the 
ACT Government: 
Environment 
and Planning 
Directorate

Statutory Planning Legislation Provides for the planning of the Australian 
Capital Territory and the management of land. 
The National Capital Authority (NCA) is also 
established under this Act.

The NCA performs as the ‘trustee’ of the National 
Capital. The roles and responsibility of the NCA 
include planning and design of the nationally 
significant parts of Canberra, including Anzac 
Parade, the Parliamentary Zone, Defence and 
security areas, the foreshores of Lake Burley 
Griffin and the diplomatic precinct. Statement 
is made that “The NCA’s planning framework 
ensures that the bush capital character of the 
city is preserved”.

National  
Capital Plan 

2011 Australian 
Government: The 
National Capital 
Authority, and the 
ACT Government: 
Environment 
and Planning 
Directorate

Strategic Planning Policy 
/ Strategy

The strategic plan for Canberra and the Territory. 
It ensures that ‘Canberra and the Territory  
are planned and developed in accordance  
with their national significance’. Relevant  
considerations include: 

• Preservation and enhancement of the 
landscape features which give the National 
Capital its character and setting.

• The development of a city which both respects 
environmental values and reflects national 
concerns with the sustainability of Australia’s 
urban areas.

Administered by the Australian Government, 
the National Capital Plan is a significant enabler 
of ACT urban green space protection and 
enhancement as it establishes urban growth 
areas and principles for both residential and 
public open space.3

As Canberra has historically maintained a 
significant urban forest, the Plan addresses in 
detail the value in supporting this feature.  
A number of natural environmental features  
are also included.

Planning and 
Development  
Act 2007

2007 Chief Minister, 
Treasury and 
Economic 
Development 
Directorate / 
Environment 
and Planning 
Directorate

Statutory Planning Legislation The premier legislation which makes provisions 
for planning and development across the ACT, 
including establishment of the governing planning 
authority, planning structures and polices, 
applications and approvals criteria,  
and assessment procedures.

As the key planning instrument, this sets out the 
structure and contents of much of the policies and 
instruments listed below. The Act does not require 
environmental assessments to be undertaken for 
the clearing of less than 0.5ha of native vegetation, 
which may represent a threat to remnant native 
greenspace in the ACT.4 This could be addressed 
to prevent excess clearing practices.

Territory Plan 
2008

2008 Environment 
and Planning 
Directorate

Strategic Planning Legislation 
/ Policy

The Plan is a ‘notifiable instrument’ which while 
its content may not be statutory, is supported  
by the preceding legislative instruments and  
is used to:

• Manage development, in particular land use 
and the built environment.

• Assess development applications.

• Guide the development of new estate areas 
(future urban land) and the management  
of public land.

This Plan sets out the structure and resources 
which establish much of the planning protocols 
and practices employed by the ACT Government. 
This includes zoning (below), precinct boundaries 
and broader management codes including water 
management, bicycle paths, accessibility and 
parking. It is understood to be under review  
at the moment.

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

The Australian Capital Territory (ACT) is administered 
by both the Australian Government and the 
ACT Government with regards to planning and 
the environment. Both Governments therefore 

contribute to managing the ‘bush capital’ and 
different instruments are administered by the two 
different levels of government.

3. Commonwealth of Australia (2014). National Capital Plan. National Capital Authority, Canberra, ACT. 4. Planning and Development Act 2007 (ACT). Available here: <http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/a/2007-24/current/pdf/2007-24.pdf>. [3 September 2015].
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Zones 
Development 
Codes

Various Environment 
and Planning 
Directorate

Statutory  
/ Strategic

Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

Established under the above Territory Plan,  
codes have been developed for:
• Residential Zones. 
• Commercial Zones. 
• Industrial Zones. 
• Community Facility Zones. 
• Parks and Recreation Zones.
• Transport and Services Zones. 
• Non-Urban Zones.

An understanding of the interaction between 
each of the codes, particularly the Residential, 
Commercial, Community and Parks Zones  
would be key in identifying opportunities  
to improve the inclusion of green assets. 

Building  
Act 2004

2004 Environment 
and Planning 
Directorate

Statutory Planning Legislation The ACT’s key legislation to regulate buildings 
and building work.

The Act sets out procedures and approvals 
for the management of trees on building sites, 
whether that be removal, maintenance  
or otherwise.

Tree Protection 
Act 2005

2005 Territory and 
Municipal Services

Statutory Urban 
Greening

Legislation The Act seeks to protect both individual trees and 
the urban forest, as well as to promote community 
appreciation of trees. The Act includes provision 
for the development of a tree register and provides 
protection for the ACT’s heritage trees and others 
of certain height and canopy width.5

A strong piece of legislation employed to protect 
the ACT’s heritage trees and others of certain 
scale (height and canopy width).

ACT Planning 
Strategy

2012 Environment 
and Planning 
Directorate

Strategic Planning Policy 
/ Strategy

Establishes how the ACT will develop into the 
future to meet the aspirations of the people 
and the environmental, social and economic 
challenges of the 21st century. An included action 
is “Through the process of preparing master 
plans and concept plans, establish an integrated 
approach to the development of new parks and 
squares, the renewal of existing areas and public 
realm maintenance regimes.”

Supporting the National Capital Plan, the 
Strategy acknowledges Canberra’s urban 
structure as able to support ecosystem 
connectivity and public open space needs. The 
Strategy commits to the development of new 
parks and squares and establishes open space 
objectives6: “Canberra’s system of streets, parks 
and waterways can provide important habitat 
that improves the connectivity of ecosystems. 
The design of these public spaces should support 
and extend our natural systems. This recognises 
the role ‘green infrastructure’ can play in 
providing us with clean air and water.”

The Canberra 
Plan – Towards 
Our Second 
Century

2008 Environment 
and Planning 
Directorate

Strategic Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

This 2008 Plan updated the previous Plan of 
2004, sets out growth needs and objectives. It 
considers challenges including climate change, 
water security and housing affordability.  
The Plan commits to investigating renewing  
the urban forest.

The Plan identifies Canberra’s annual land 
release program, and the need to work with 
the Australian Government to explore special 
limitations. The Plan indicates the ACT 
Government and its planning system are caught 
between the needs of a normal city and the role 
of being the nation’s capital. The Plan could be 
revised and greater importance placed on urban 
forest management.

ACT Water 
Strategy 2014–
44: Striking the 
Balance

2014 Environment 
and Planning 
Directorate

Strategic Environment Policy 
/ Strategy

The ACT Water Strategy establishes a 30-year 
vision for water management in the ACT, is highly 
supportive of urban green space outcomes, stating 
“A key focus will be to integrate water cycle 
management and ‘green’ infrastructure (both 
vegetation and water bodies) into urban planning 
to slow runoff, ameliorate flooding, and reduce 
pollutants and sediment entering waterways.”7

The Strategy is highly supportive and states: 
“A key focus will be to integrate water cycle 
management and ‘green’ infrastructure (both 
vegetation and water bodies) into urban planning 
to slow runoff, ameliorate flooding, and reduce 
pollutants and sediment entering waterways.”
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5. Tree Protection Act 2005 (ACT). Available here: <http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/a/2005-51/current/pdf/2005-51.pdf>. [3 September 2015]

6. ACT Government (2012). ACT Planning Strategy. Environment and Sustainable Development Directorate Canberra, ACT. 

7. ACT Government (2014). ACT Water Strategy 2014–44: Striking the Balance. Environment and Sustainable Development Directorate Canberra, ACT.
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Town Master 
Plans

Environment 
and Planning 
Directorate

Statutory 
/ Strategic

Planning Policy 
/ Strategy

High level plans that sets out outcomes, 
actions and urban design principles to guide and 
manage development and / or redevelopment 
in a particular area or centre. A master plan 
will be prepared for an area that is undergoing 
change, is identified for urban intensification or 
where land use changes will be significant to the 
improvement of that place.

Master Plans must include consideration of 
issues including accessibility (such as active 
travel networks and shade), biophysical aspects 
(landscape and flora needs) and infrastructure 
(green infrastructure opportunities).

The Canberra 
Social Plan

2011 Chief Minister, 
Treasury and 
Economic 
Development 
Directorate 

Strategic Planning Policy 
/ Strategy

Has the vision that Canberra is a place where all 
people reach their potential, make a contribution 
and share the benefits of an inclusive community. 
It is based on the themes of connection, belonging 
and collaboration. 

Whilst little mention of green assets is made, this 
is a key tool to demonstrate the ACT’s direction. 
The Plan makes the statement that “Canberra’s 
reputation as the ‘bush capital’ is central to the 
city’s character, identity and liveability. Access to 
shared open space and Canberra’s trees improve 
the amenity of urban life, as well as individual 
health and wellbeing.”

AP2: A new 
climate change 
strategy and 
action plan for 
the Australian 
Capital Territory

2012 Environment 
and Planning 
Directorate

Strategic Environment Policy 
/ Strategy

An updated version of 2007’s “Climate Change 
Strategy: Weathering the Change” Strategy.  
A focus on climate impacts and mitigation 
activities in the ACT, mainly from an  
urban perspective.

The document recognises the role trees and 
shade have in urban cooling and reduced energy 
consumption. As recommendations are made 
to revise building codes in light of climate 
challenges, it would be favourable to see the  
use of green assets embedded within any  
future policies.

INSTRUMENT DATE
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INSTRUMENT DATE
RESPONSIBLE 
AUTHORITY

STATUTORY 
/STRATEGIC

POLICY 
SPHERE KIND DESCRIPTION OBSERVATIONS

Environmental 
Planning and 
Assessment  
Act 1979

1979 Department of 
Planning and 
Environment

Statutory Planning Legislation Parts of the Act include Environmental Planning 
Instruments, Developmental Assessment, 
Certification of Development, Environmental 
Assessment, Implementation and Enforcement.

The Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Act 1979 is the premier statutory planning 
instrument, and plays a key role in the delivery 
of green space, enabling the establishment of 
protected open space, and the inclusion of soft 
landscaping in residential building via State 
Environmental Planning Policies.8

Section 94 of the Act grants councils the power 
to levy contributions from developers for public 
services and public amenities required as a 
consequence of new development. Consideration 
should be given to strengthening this section  
to ensure contributions are levied appropriately  
and effectively applied.

A Plan for 
Growing Sydney

2014 Department of 
Planning and 
Environment

Statutory  
/ Strategic 

Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

A Plan for Growing Sydney is the NSW 
Government’s key strategic land use plan for 
the wider Sydney region, and seeks to address 
open space needs by creating a network of 
‘multipurpose open and green spaces across 
Sydney’. The Plan further commits to the 
application of the Technical Guidelines for Urban 
Green Cover in NSW.9

To achieve this vision, the government has set 
down goals that Sydney will be a: 

• Competitive economy with world-class services 
and transport.

• City of housing choice with homes that meet 
our needs and lifestyles.

• Great place to live with communities that are 
strong, healthy and well connected.

• Sustainable and resilient city that protects 
the natural environment and has a balanced 
approach to the use of land and resources.

The Plan addresses the intent to prepare a 
greenspace inventory and link regional open 
spaces to form a green space network across 
Sydney using the Regional Recreational Tracks 
and Trails Framework. New Centres Design 
Guidelines will help to ensure these centres are 
well designed, functional and attractive. This 
includes planning for attractive streets, cycle 
lanes, parks and squares, tree planting, outdoor 
dining and evening activities.

NSW 2021:  
A plan to  
make NSW 
number one

2011 Department  
of Premier  
and Cabinet

Strategic Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

The Plan is a guiding policy for the NSW public 
sector which addresses liveability and seeks 
to build stronger communities. Actions include 
a subsidy scheme to enable local councils to 
improve urban infrastructure including parks  
and sports grounds, the creation of more  
national parks, and empower local Landcare  
and Catchment Management bodies to act  
on local issues.

A key policy resource for the NSW Government. 
Seeking balance between the social inclusion 
goals, alongside economic development and 
infrastructure expansion will be important  
to ensure urban forests are embedded in  
other activities.

NEW SOUTH WALES

New South Wales has an intricate planning and 
environmental management system, with a 
wide range of influential stakeholders. As with 

other states ongoing reform is taking place in the  
planning portfolio.

8. Evans C.B. & Freestone R. (2011). Policy Challenges for Metropolitan Greenspace in Sydney, in State of Australian Cities National Conference, Australian 
Sustainable Cities and Regions Network (ASCRN), presented at 5th State of Australian Cities Conference 2011, Melbourne, 29 November - 2 December 
2011. Available from: <http://soac.fbe.unsw.edu.au/2011/papers/SOAC2011_0161_final.pdf>. [24 August 2015].

9. NSW Government (2014). A Plan for Growing Sydney. Department of Planning and Environment, Sydney, NSW.
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Rural Fires Act 
1997 & 10/50 
Vegetation 
Clearing Code  
of Practice

1997 NSW Rural Fire 
Service

Statutory Planning Legislation  
and Guideline

Developed to respond to bushfire risk, the Code 
of Practice has been developed to provide for 
vegetation clearing work to be carried out in 
certain areas near residential accommodation or 
high-risk facilities to reduce the risk of bushfire.10 
A landowner may carry out the following 
vegetation clearing work on their own land:

• The removal, destruction or pruning  
of any vegetation (including trees)  
within 10 metres; and

• The removal, destruction or pruning of any 
vegetation, (except for trees) within 50 metres 
of an external wall of a building containing 
habitable rooms that comprises or is part  
of residential accommodation or a  
high-risk facility.

The Code requires that such clearing cannot be 
carried out in areas not within the Vegetation 
Clearing Entitlement Area. This offers some 
protection in urban areas that do not face 
bushfire threats. The Code has been reviewed a 
number of times in the recent past, however still 
presents a risk to urban green assets on private 
and public land.

Landscape 
Guideline – 
Landscape 
design and 
maintenance 
guidelines 
to improve 
the quality, 
safety and cost 
effectiveness 
of road corridor 
planting and 
seeding

2008 Roads and 
Maritime Services

Strategic Infrastructure Guideline The purpose of this guideline is to set down 
minimum landscape design standards for all 
projects undertaken on road corridors so that  
the landscape is: 

• Integrated into the project as a built  
and natural fabric of the area.

• Ecologically sound.

• Appropriately designed for road corridors.

• Functional and provides value for money.

• Safe for road users.

• Safe to build and maintain.

• Low maintenance and cost effective.

The introduction states the guideline is “prepared 
to guide the greening of our road corridors”.  
A relatively progressive resource providing 
guidance on preferred landscape and planting 
forms for roadsides. The guideline acknowledges 
the value of vegetation in terms of community 
and environmental benefits, but approaches plant 
selection from a risk management point of view.

Guidelines 
for Managing 
Vegetation near 
Power Lines

2005 Department of 
Resources and 
Energy

Strategic Infrastructure Guideline A guideline for service providers to employ when 
undertaking line clearance works. It sets out 
minimum clearance requirements for overhead 
power lines and high voltage towers.

The guideline does well to address the value 
of trees in urban areas, and the various forms 
of protection available. Unfortunately the strict 
management protocols are a threat to  
green assets.

Outdoor 
Recreation and 
Open Space: 
Planning 
Guidelines 
for Local 
Government

2010 Department of 
Planning and 
Environment

Strategic Planning Guideline A resource for councils to develop their own 
recreational and open space policies and plan. 

A catchment-based standard of open space 
provision replaces the population-density based 
standard employed previously.11 A potential 
model for other jurisdictions to employ in 
planning public open space and green space 
needs and location.

Metropolitan 
Greenspace 
Program

1990 Department of 
Planning and 
Environment

Strategic Urban 
Greening

Grants  
program

The Metropolitan Greenspace Program is a 
partnership initiative between State and Local 
Government to support and enhance  
Sydney’s greenspace.

A key initiative for State and Local Government to 
partner together to improve regionally-significant 
open space for recreational purposes. In this way, 
the program works to increase links between 
bushland, parks, waterways and centres.
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10. NSW Government (2015). 10/50 Vegetation Clearing Code of Practice. NSW Rural Fire Service, Lidcombe, NSW.

11. NSW Government (2010). Outdoor Recreation and Open Space: Planning Guidelines for Local Government. Department of Planning, Sydney, NSW.
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BASIX 2004 Department of 
Planning and 
Environment

Statutory  
/ Strategic

Infrastructure Tool 
/ Program

The Building Sustainability Index (BASIX) aims to 
deliver equitable, effective water and greenhouse 
gas reductions in NSW. An integrated part of the 
planning system, BASIX is implemented under 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Act. BASIX applies to all residential dwelling 
types and is part of the development application 
process in NSW. BASIX assessment BASIX is 
assessed online using the BASIX assessment tool. 
The tool checks elements of a proposed design 
against sustainability targets.

BASIX does not recognise green assets or 
their contribution to thermal comfort, energy 
or water savings as part of the sustainability 
measurement. It has far reaching coverage, not 
simply for all new developments, but renovations 
as well. This means that not only new housing 
is covered by BASIX, but older housing is 
incrementally picked up.

Urban Green 
Cover Program

2011 Office of 
Environment  
and Heritage

Strategic Urban 
Greening

Policy 
/ Strategy

The Impacts and Adaptation team at OEH, 
in partnership with the NSW Government 
Architect’s Office, have developed a range 
of resources to encourage best-practice 
implementation of strategies for reducing 
thermal loading in urban environments. These 
strategies provide co-benefits such as reduced 
energy costs for cooling, improved stormwater 
management, cleaner air and improved 
biodiversity habitat.

The Program’s resources include the:

• Demonstration Designs for Urban Green 
Cover in Western Sydney, which are design 
case studies exploring how Liverpool and 
Penrith councils could mitigate the increasing 
temperatures caused by climate change and 
increased urban development. 

• Technical Guidelines for Urban Green Cover 
in NSW, have been developed to increase 
the resilience of NSW settlements and 
communities to climate change and increasing 
temperatures in urban settings.12 They provide 
practical information for Local Government and 
built environment professionals to plan, procure 
and implement vegetated and reflective roofs, 
green walls, street plantings, permeable and 
reflective road surfaces, and cool open spaces. 
The technical guidelines are a strong tool  
which serve as an example for other states  
and territories, the outcome of the guidelines 
will be strengthened by embedding their use  
in urban planning strategies and local council  
strategic commitments.

Sustainable 
Sydney 2030

2008 Sydney City  
Council

Strategic Environment Policy  
/ Strategy

Sustainable Sydney 2030 is a community  
/ council developed vision which is wide ranging,  
but with a very strong focus on sustainability 
themes. The visions for Sydney is ‘a Green, 
Global, Connected City’. 

The high level policy tool which outlines 
sustainability objective for the City of Sydney, 
numerous actions of the Strategy focus on the 
creation or improvement of public open space. 
Some of these relate to commercial opportunities, 
but do extend to activating under-utilised spaces 
such as channel sides and universities.

Greening  
Sydney Plan

2012 Sydney City  
Council

Strategic Urban 
Greening

Policy 
/ Strategy

The Plan is the strategic tool which delivers the 
‘green’ commitments of Sustainable Sydney 
2030, and focuses on the opportunities to 
increase canopy cover, landscape amenity and 
biodiversity within the City of Sydney. 

The Greening Sydney Plan identifies the vision 
for the city to increase its current canopy cover 
by 50% by the year 2030 and by 75% by the year 
2050. This is the backbone of the City of Sydney’s 
urban forest policy instruments, and should be 
considered by other jurisdictions, in conjunction 
with the Urban Forest Strategy.
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12. NSW Government (2015). Technical Guidelines for Urban Green Cover in NSW. Department of Environment and Heritage, Sydney, NSW.
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Urban Forest 
Strategy

2013 Sydney City  
Council

Strategic Urban 
Greening

Policy  
/ Strategy

The Urban Forest Strategy lies at the heart  
of delivering the City’s Sustainable 2030 vision  
and the Greening Sydney Plan.

The Urban Forest Strategy is the delivery 
component of the Sustainable Sydney 2030 and 
Greening Sydney Plan. The Strategy has develop 
implementation action plans which address tree 
retention, protection, maintenance standards and 
achieving tree age and species diversity. 

Street Tree 
Master Plan(s)

2011 Sydney City  
Council

Strategic Urban 
Greening

Policy  
/ Strategy

Guides the controlled development of street 
tree planting delivering streetscapes that are 
coordinated and robust. The Master Plan provides 
a clear vision for the city’s streetscapes and 
ensures that species selected for planting are 
rigorously assessed to establish the “right tree  
for the right location”. 

Street Tree Master Plans have been developed 
for suburbs and precincts within the City of 
Sydney. The Plans acknowledge the variation 
in character form of the suburbs and seeks 
to provide guidance on future tree planting, 
including mapping species selection down to 
individual street level. The Plans do not seek  
to promote tree removal, but rather appropriate 
planting regimes / locations / species selection.

Green Streets 
Program

2015 Sydney City  
Council

Strategic Urban 
Greening

Program The program seeks to fulfil the Sustainable 
Sydney 2030 commitment to increase tree 
canopy cover in the city by 50% over the next 20 
years. The Green Streets program will increase 
the city’s canopy cover in streets by:

• Establishing planter beds in the middle  
of wide streets.

• Planting trees and shrubs on the sides  
or corners of streets.

• Creating rain gardens to filter stormwater  
on the side of streets.

The program seeks to provide innovative 
alternative means to including green assets in 
crowded streetscapes. A valuable reference for 
other councils.
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INSTRUMENT DATE
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AUTHORITY

STATUTORY 
/ STRATEGIC

POLICY 
SPHERE KIND DESCRIPTION OBSERVATIONS

Planning Act 
2009

2009 Department  
of Lands,  
Planning and  
the Environment

Statutory Planning Legislation The objects of this Act are to plan for, and provide 
a framework of controls for, the orderly use and 
development of land. 

The Planning Act 2009 is Northern Territory’s 
statutory planning instrument which seeks 
to protect native vegetation and guide urban 
development to minimise negative  
environmental outcomes.13 

The Act provides some protection for native 
vegetation, however it could better address the 
protection of wider green assets in the urban 
landscape. The Act could be amended to (like the 
states) require the contribution of a percentage  
of development space to public open space.

Environment 
Assessment Act 
2012

2012 Department  
of Lands,  
Planning and  
the Environment

Statutory Environment Legislation The Act establishes the Northern Territory 
Environment Protection Authority and authorises 
it to assess and provide advice to the Minister for 
the Environment on development proposals.

Similar to other jurisdictions, this Act provides 
an environmental protection role which explores 
impacts of proposed planning and development. 
The key intent is environmental protection from 
industrial activities, with insufficient consideration 
given to housing development activities.

Territory 2030 
Strategic Plan

2009 Department of  
the Chief Minister

Statutory  
/ Strategic

Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

Developed in consultation with the Territory 
community, Territory 2030 is the government’s 
road map for the future and sets priorities and 
guides government’s efforts over the next two 
decades. It addresses the role of public use 
precincts and the need for public open space  
in new developments.

The establishment of public use precincts 
is identified and tied in with the Indigenous 
history of the landscape. Public open space, is 
identified as an item in new developments and 
the value of botanical gardens is re-enforced. 
Sustainable housing and lifestyles is additionally 
acknowledged in the goals.14

Northern 
Territory 
Compact Urban 
Growth Policy 

2015 Department  
of Lands,  
Planning and  
the Environment

Strategic Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

Applying to higher density residential proposals 
in urban brownfield and greenfield localities 
throughout the Northern Territory, The Urban 
Growth Plan sets a number of compliance  
criteria for development. 

The assessment criteria relate to economic 
viability, liveability and social equity, and whilst  
it identifies the value of public open space it does 
not extend this to explicitly address urban green 
space and its benefits.15

Darwin Regional 
Land Use Plan 
2015

2015 Department  
of Lands,  
Planning and  
the Environment

Statutory  
/ Strategic

Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

The Regional Plan establishes the land use 
management practices and principles at a 
regional scale and provides the following detail:

• Identification of regional  
and sub-regional boundaries.

• Regional Vision and Strategic Approach.

• Regional Context and Policies

• Land Use Structure.

A detailed approach to strategic planning. 
Detailed coverage and consideration of a wider 
range of factors in planning including heritage, 
environment, activity centres and gardens, 
recreation, water management and industry. 
As a part of the NT Planning Scheme, the Plan 
is applied through the development approvals 
process and therefore is a useful management 
tool. Possibly a tool for other councils to explore.

NORTHERN TERRITORY

The Northern Territory has a relatively simple 
planning structure, and has undertaken much 
reform in recent years to update both statutory and 
strategic planning instruments. 

13. Planning Act 2009 (NT). Available here: notes.nt.gov.au/dcm/legislat/legislat.nsf/linkreference/planning%20act?opendocument. [2 September 2015].

14. Northern Territory Government (2009) Territory 2030 Strategic Plan. Department of the Chief Minister, Darwin, NT.

15. Northern Territory Government (2015) Northern Territory Compact Urban Growth Policy. Department of Lands, Planning and the Environment, 
Darwin, NT.
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Darwin City 
Centre Master 
Plan

2014 City of Darwin Strategic Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

Developed in response to concerns about a lack 
of vision in addressing urban growth, the City 
Centre Plan was supported by all three tiers of 
government. Addressing liveability, connectivity, 
urban cooling, the Plan outlines management 
plans for key Darwin sites (parks, gardens, 
streets) and establishes the Urban Forest Project.

The benefits of trees are embedded throughout 
the Master Plan, and as such is a good example 
for other councils. Consideration is being given 
to the inclusion of the Master Plan into the NT 
Planning Scheme, which would have the effect 
of requiring all development applications to 
demonstrate a consideration of the Master Plan.

Alice Springs 
Strategic Plan

2010 Alice Springs  
Town Council

Strategic Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

A Town Strategic Plan which sets out a wide 
range of community goals and objectives for 
improving the liveability of the town. 

The Strategy includes the outcome “Open spaces 
developed and maintained for the use and benefit 
of the community”, and expresses a commitment 
to development of new parks, provision of shade 
and protecting remnant bushland. Importantly,  
it includes a plan to implement an open space  
and green space strategy.

Palmerston City 
Centre Master 
Plan 2030

2012 City of Palmerston Strategic Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

The Master Plan provides a vision and framework 
to achieve better planning and urban design 
outcomes, facilitating the ongoing development 
of the Central Business District, and seeking to 
create an identity for The City of Palmerston.

The Master Plan had significant input from  
the community and landscape experts and, as a 
result, includes a significant range of objectives 
surrounding the development of green assets 
across the CBD and its interaction with the wider 
city. Progressive goals include linking green 
spaces and improved streetscapes.
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QUEENSLAND

Queensland is currently undertaking a major reform 
of its planning system, including the development 
of legislation and strategic implementation tools. 

A key activity is the integration of existing state, 
regional and local planning policies. 

Sustainable 
Planning  
Act 2009 

2009 Department of 
State Development, 
Infrastructure and 
Planning

Statutory Planning Legislation The Act aims to achieve sustainable outcomes 
throughout the development assessment 
process. The Act allows councils to levy 
development contribution charges (statutory 
guideline 01/09) to fund network growth for some 
elements of open space, such as recreation parks 
and sports grounds.

The Act is the state’s premier planning 
legislation, and has sustainability principles 
embedded in its objectives. 

At present, the Sustainable Planning Act 2009 is 
the state’s premier planning legislation,16 however 
Queensland has been undergoing an extensive 
planning reform process and the Act will be 
impacted via the review and the introduction of 
the new amending legislation. Under the new 
legislation, Local Governments will be required  
to include a Local Government Infrastructure 
Plan (LGIP) that identifies the Local Government’s 
plans for infrastructure that are necessary  
to service urban development, including public 
open space.17

Sustainable 
Planning 
(Infrastructure 
Charges) and 
Other Legislation 
Amendment  
Act 2014

2014 Department of 
State Development, 
Infrastructure  
and Planning

Statutory Planning Legislation Under this legislation, Local Governments are 
now required to include a Local Government 
Infrastructure Plan (LGIP) that identifies the Local 
Government’s plans for infrastructure that are 
necessary to service urban development. 

A grace period, starting from 4 July 2014 
and ending 30 June 2016, has been included 
in the legislation, during which time a Local 
Government planning scheme is not required  
to include an LGIP.

Land Act 1994 1994 Department of 
Natural Resources 
and Mines

Statutory Planning Legislation The Act applies to the administration and 
management of public land. The Act provides for 
land to be set aside for the parks and gardens, 
showgrounds, open space, sport and recreation 
and other types of community purposes.

The Act establishes the process by which public 
open space (and therefore the establishment of 
green space) may be undertaken, however it does 
not directly address urban green space protection 
or creation.18
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18. Land Act 1994 (QLD). Available from: www.legislation.qld.gov.au/LEGISLTN/CURRENT/L/LandA94.pdf. [2 December 2015]16. Sustainable Planning Act 2009 (Qld). Available from: www.legislation.qld.gov.au/legisltn/current/s/sustplana09.pdf. [4 September 2015].

17. Sustainable Planning (Infrastructure Charges) and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2014 (Qld). www.legislation.qld.gov.au/Bills/54PDF/2014/
SustPlanInfraChargeOLAB14E.pdf. [30 November 2015].
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South East 
Queensland 
Regional Plan 
2009-2031

2009 Department of 
State Development, 
Infrastructure  
and Planning

Statutory 
/ Strategic

Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

The Plan is brought into effect under the 
Sustainable Planning Act 2009. The Plan seeks to 
guide regional growth and development in South 
East Queensland. The focus is to manage and 
protect the region’s lifestyle and environment.

The Plan addresses the management of growth 
across the most populated region of Queensland 
and as such is the key planning strategy, including 
the provision of a community green space 
network19. Queensland has been undergoing an 
extensive planning reform process and the Plan  
is in the process of being reviewed.

Toward Q2 2008 
– Tomorrow’s 
Queensland

2008 Department  
of Premier  
and Cabinet

Strategic Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

A policy direction based around five ambitions 
and 10 targets for a stronger, greener, smarter; 
healthier and fairer Queensland. The ‘green’ 
ambition makes a commitment to achieve a 
state-wide target to protect 50% more land  
for nature conservation and public recreation  
by 2020.

Toward Q2 is the state’s statement of intent with 
regards to positioning itself as green. It is an 
ambitious policy position and could be employed 
as a leverage tool when seeking to influence 
other policies. Establishes a state-wide target to 
protect 50% more land for nature conservation 
and public recreation by 2020.20

Queensland 
Greenspace 
Strategy 2011 
– 2020

2011 Department of 
State Development, 
Infrastructure  
and Planning

Strategic Urban 
Greening

Policy  
/ Strategy

The Greenspace Strategy provides the strategic 
approach to the delivery of the SEQ Regional 
Plan and the Towards Q2 objectives. Whilst not 
limited to urban green space, the Strategy seeks 
to address the challenge of population growth 
pressures and access to green space.

Importantly, the Strategy acknowledges the role 
green space can play in addressing flooding risks. 
This tool is an excellent example for other states 
of the benefit of a state-wide green strategy. 

Next Generation 
Planning:  
A handbook 
for planners, 
designers and 
developers 
in South East 
Queensland

2011 Department of 
State Development, 
Infrastructure  
and Planning

Strategic Planning Strategy  
/ Tool

A handbook and planning toolkit which identifies 
new planning tools reflecting four key Next 
Generation Planning themes of Affordable Living, 
Smart Growth, Form-based Codes and the SEQ 
Place Model. It provides a practical resource for 
planners, designers and developers to implement 
these tools in planning schemes and when 
designing or assessing development. 

Characterises urban forms in standard language 
but also by referencing uses of trees. The 
handbook advocates the use of ‘form- based’ 
codes in urban planning, moving away from 
prescriptive design standards.21 Contains 
a specific section regarding the value and 
uses of trees and shade, noting the need to 
address possible clashes with building / street 
infrastructure, water management and traffic. 

A key tool to encourage better green space 
outcomes in South East Queensland and a 
valuable example for other states and territories.

Road Landscape 
Manual

2013 Department  
of Transport  
and Main Roads

Strategic Planning Strategy 
/ Tool

This manual aims to facilitate the understanding 
of, and procedures associated with, the 
assessment, design and management of roads 
as they affect the Queensland landscape. The 
manual requires assessments across themes 
including engineering, geology, environment  
and aesthetic impact.

The manual acknowledges the importance 
and value of urban forestry and greenways. 
The manual provides guidance on ‘vegetation 
treatments’, and their relationship to road design, 
safety and driver focus / attention zones.22

21. Council of Mayors (SEQ) (2011). Next Generation Planning. A handbook for planners, designers and developers in South East Queensland. 
Department of Local Government and Planning, Brisbane, Qld.

22. Qld Government (2013). Road Landscape Manual. Department of Transport and Roads, Brisbane, Qld.

19. Qld Government (2009). South East Queensland Regional Plan 2009–2031. Department of Infrastructure and Planning, Brisbane, Qld.

20. Qld Government (2008). Toward Q2 2008 – Tomorrow’s Queensland. Department of Premier and Cabinet, Brisbane, Qld.
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Brisbane City 
Centre Master 
Plan 2014

2014 Brisbane  
City Council

Strategic Planning Policy 
/ Strategy

The Brisbane City Centre Master Plan 2014 sets 
out five key strategies to achieve its vision as an 
open city and provide a framework for guiding 
development and investment over the next  
20 years.

The relevant key strategy in the Plan is Public 
Realm: Key streets will be upgraded to city 
boulevards, featuring shady trees, vibrant retail 
and sophisticated street furniture. Waterfront 
precincts and city parks will be revitalised to 
provide the city’s bustling urban heart with 
spaces to relax, walk, dine and play.

Natural Assets 
Local Law 2003

2003 Brisbane  
City Council

Statutory Environment Legislation Applies to residents and businesses in managing 
protected vegetation on or adjacent to their 
properties, delivering a balance between 
protecting the city’s natural vegetation and 
protecting people, property and lifestyle.

Provides protection to valuable natural assets 
that may otherwise be threatened by landowners 
concerned with fire or storm threats. 

Outdoor 
Recreation 
Management 
Strategy for 
Brisbane’s 
Natural Areas 
2011-2021

2011 Brisbane  
City Council

Strategic Environment Policy 
/ Strategy

Council developed the Outdoor Recreation 
Management Strategy for Brisbane’s natural 
areas via community consultation in 2011. The 
Strategy ensures outdoor recreation activities 
within Brisbane’s natural areas can continue 
to meet the demands of a growing community 
whilst protecting the values of these areas.

Whilst the Strategy has clear focus on active 
recreational areas, it can be used as a tool to 
protect and enhance the existing environment.

Bushland 
Preservation 
Levy

Brisbane  
City Council

Strategic Environment Tool Brisbane residents and businesses contribute 
to protecting Brisbane’s bushland through 
payment of the levy via their rates. The levy is 
used for Council’s Bushland Acquisition Program, 
where the funds are used to purchase land that 
supports significant ecosystems. 

This land acquisition process is a strong and 
transparent method which could be adapted  
and employed by other councils.
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA

The South Australian Government has been undertaking 
a review of its planning system, in part to ensure 
open space planning and funding is appropriate and 
equitable, with a major focus on addressing urban 
infill challenges. The SA Government is investigating 

methods to better integrate open space in the 
planning system, with new legislation to possibly 
be developed.23

 

Planning, 
Development  
and 
Infrastructure 
Act 2016

2016 Department of 
Planning, Transport 
and Infrastructure

Statutory Planning Legislation The State’s key planning legislation, and 
regulates the use and management of land 
and buildings, and the design and construction 
of buildings. The Planning, Development and 
Infrastructure Act 2016 repeals the Development 
Act 1993 and reforms the planning system.  
The Act seeks to promote high quality design 
for the built environment and public realm and 
provide a co-ordinated approach to planning and 
delivering infrastructure.24

The Act includes provisions for the State 
Government (Minister) to enter into an agreement 
relating to the development, management, 
preservation or conservation of land with the 
owner of land. Potentially an opportunity to seek to 
protect valued urban areas, or the creation of open 
spaces with private entities. 

The Act provides for development contributions 
via Section 198, however Section 197 also allows 
for other funding contributions schemes to be 
established to support the delivery of planning or 
development initiatives (as an example, a scheme 
could be established to support the provision of 
green infrastructure).

Recreational 
Greenways  
Act 2000

2000 Department of 
Planning, Transport 
and Infrastructure

Statutory Planning  
/ Environment 
/ Urban 
Greening

Legislation An Act to provide for the establishment and 
maintenance of trails for recreational walking, 
cycling, horse riding, skating or other similar 
purpose; and for other purposes. The Act also 
includes a provision to enable private owners  
to enter into an agreement with the Government 
to provide a Greenway.

Allows the Minister to declare that land owned 
(or under a long-term lease) by the state be set 
aside as a trail for use by members of the public. 
The Act required significant consultation with the 
public and neighbouring land owners. The intent 
of the Act is provided by the Guidelines for the 
Planning, Design, Construction and Maintenance 
of Recreational Trails in South Australia. 

Electricity  
Act 1996

1996 Essential Services 
Commission of 
South Australia

Statutory Infrastructure Legislation The Act provides a legislative framework to 
ensure that South Australian consumers have 
access to safe, reliable and quality electricity 
supply as well as safe electrical installations 
in a competitive market. The Act provides for 
establishment of regulatory and review bodies to 
support the competitiveness of the energy supply 
and distribution market.

The Act and its regulations define the legal 
requirements for vegetation clearance around 
power lines. This includes requirements 
for clearing vegetation around high voltage 
transmission lines and lower voltage distribution 
lines, as well as legal safety limitations for 
planting trees near power lines.25 The regulations 
can be viewed here.

Metropolitan 
Open Space 
System

2013 Department of 
Planning, Transport 
and Infrastructure

Strategic Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

The Metropolitan Open Space System (MOSS) 
seeks to develop a clearly defined, linked system 
of public and private open space in and around 
Greater Adelaide, the Adelaide City Park Lands, 
the Hills Face Zone, the coastal foreshore, various 
urban buffers and the major watercourses 
crossing the metropolitan area.26

An excellent initiative that fits well with aligned 
planning and development intent. The MOSS 
is instrumental in guiding the Planning and 
Development Fund grants program which 
distributes developer contributions.
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23. SA Government (2015). Transforming our Planning System: Response of the South Australian Government to the final report and 
recommendations of the Expert Panel on Planning Reform. SA Government, Adelaide, SA.

24. Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 (SA). Available here: <https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/PLANNING%20
DEVELOPMENT%20AND%20INFRASTRUCTURE%20ACT%202016/CURRENT/2016.14.UN.PDF> [18 May 2016].

25. Electricity Act 1996 (SA). Available here: <https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/ELECTRICITY%20ACT%201996.aspx>. [3 December 2015].

26. SA Government (2013). Metropolitan Open Space System Factsheet. Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure, Adelaide, SA.
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South Australia’s 
Strategic Plan

2011 Department  
of Premier  
and Cabinet

Statutory 
/ Strategic 

Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

The Plan identifies seven priorities for South 
Australia. It sets out a framework of goals and 
100 measurable targets that guide individuals, 
community organisations, governments  
and businesses. 

The Strategic Plan provides a strong community 
and environment focus, and contains the goal of 
ensuring “New developments are people friendly, 
with open spaces and parks connected by public 
transport and bikeways” and aims to maintain 
Adelaide’s historical role as a leafy city.27

The 30-Year 
Plan for Greater 
Adelaide

2010 Department of 
Planning, Transport 
and Infrastructure

Statutory 
/ Strategic

Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

A requirement of the Development Act 1993, 
The Plan outlines how the South Australian 
Government proposes to respond to population 
growth, demographic change and an evolving 
economy. The Plan sets out the ways to use  
and manage land to accommodate the expected 
growth and change. 

The Plan acknowledges the need to end urban 
sprawl and move to a more functional, sustainable 
community. A number of principles address 
environmental enhancement, the provision 
of effective open spaces and green linkages. 
Implementation is supported by 27 local councils 
located within the Greater Adelaide region. 

At present under review, the revised plan intends 
to better address urban infill and renewal.

Residential 
Development 
Code

Department of 
Planning, Transport 
and Infrastructure

Statutory  
/ Strategic

Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

The Code sets out performance criteria related 
to physical aspects of the development, such 
as location, height, boundary set-backs and site 
coverage. It includes a process whereby private 
certifiers, in addition to councils, may undertake 
planning assessments of residential code 
developments. These criteria allow councils and 
private certifiers to quickly process applications 
that comply with the Code.

The Code could better consider residential land 
space required for green assets on private land. 
The Code does not apply in certain restricted 
areas of the state, such as heritage zones, the 
Adelaide Hills ‘face zone’ and flood prone areas 
which do provide some protection of key areas  
of green infrastructure.

Native 
Vegetation 
(Road Verges) 
Amendment Bill 
2015

2015 Department of 
Environment, 
Water and Natural 
Resources

Statutory Infrastructure Draft  
Legislation

A bill introduced in 2015 to enable native 
vegetation to be cleared, without any other 
restriction, if the clearance occurs on a road 
verge and is reasonably required for road safety 
purposes,28 or to reduce the fuel load (fire risk 
minimisation) on the road verge.

An essential management tool, however it may 
be an emerging potential risk to roadside green 
space in urban and per-urban areas and would 
need to be administered appropriately to prevent 
excessive private clearing to be undertaken.

State Public 
Health Plan

SA Health Statutory 
/ Strategic 

Health Strategy A wide ranging Act which requires the state 
to develop a State Health Plan, and all Local 
Governments to develop Public Health  
and Wellbeing Plans. 

The State Public Health Plan is developed under 
the Public Health Act 2011 and identifies a vision 
and key priorities for action:

• Stronger and healthier communities  
and neighbourhoods for all generations.

• Increasing opportunities for healthy living, 
healthy eating and being active.

• Sustaining and improving public and 
environmental health protection, and 

• Preparing for climate change, which specifies 
that “we need to plan and redesign our 
communities for warmer conditions, including 
better provision for shade and other cooling 
green infrastructure elements.”

• The State Plan requires the state and local 
councils to develop Public Health Plans which 
address the above priorities and develop  
action for delivery.
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28. Native Vegetation (Road Verges) Amendment Bill 2015 (SA). Available here: <http://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/B/CURRENT/NATIVE%20
VEGETATION%20(ROAD%20VERGES)%20AMENDMENT%20BILL%202015_DR%20DUNCAN%20MCFETRIDGE%20MP/B_AS%20
INTRODUCED%20IN%20HA/NATIVE%20VERGES%20AMENDMENT%20BILL%202015.UN.PDF>. [3 September 2015].

27. SA Government (2011). South Australian Strategic Plan. SA Government, Adelaide, SA.
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Managing 
Vegetation  
– Reduce the 
Impact of 
Bushfire

2009 Department of 
Environment, 
Water and Natural 
Resources

Strategic Infrastructure Policy  
/ Strategy

A guideline that provides information on 
allowable vegetation clearing practices  
around building and sites.

At present, the South Australian Guidelines are 
more restrictive than Victoria and New South 
Wales, however this may change in time  
as the community seeks to follow the example  
of neighbouring states.

Adelaide Parks 
and Land 
Management 
Strategy

2010 Adelaide City 
Council

Strategic Urban 
Greening

Policy  
/ Strategy

The Strategy recognises the variety of values 
that the public desires from the parkland’s, 
including open space; opportunities for sport and 
recreation; attractive and sustainable landscapes; 
versatile event venues; and interpretation of the 
parkland’s natural and cultural heritage.

As noted, the development of such a plan is 
required by the State Government. This is an 
effective strategy for maintaining and improving 
public open spaces and green assets.

Greener Streets 
Program

2015 Adelaide City 
Council

Strategic Urban 
Greening

Program Still under development at present, the program 
is a $1 million commitment to support trees, 
green walls and rooftop gardens in Adelaide CBD.

The commitment of substantial funds towards 
a dedicated street greening program is a model 
that could be explored by other councils. A core 
part of this is to incentivise action in private 
space. Demonstration projects are at present 
under development.

Principles and 
Guidelines: 
Best Practice 
Open Space in 
Higher Density 
Developments 
Project

2012 City of  
Charles Sturt

Strategic Urban 
Greening

Guideline The Guideline’s aim is to encourage appropriate 
planning for open space in higher density 
development areas by Local Government.  
The project is a proactive response to the  
30-Year Plan for Greater Adelaide and aims to 
provide a practical resource for Local and State 
Government. Principles and Guidelines have been 
developed for three key aspects of open space 
planning, including:

• Open Space Provision

• Open Space Design

• Open Space Management

This resource has been identified due to its 
focus on high-density precincts. Values and 
needs change with structure and this document 
explores this and would be valuable to  
other jurisdictions.
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TASMANIA

The change of State Government in mid-2014 led 
to a major planning policy review in Tasmania. 
Until recently, there remained 29 different planning 

systems across Tasmania and the government 
has committed to developing a single state-wide 
planning scheme.29

Land Use 
Planning  
and Approvals  
Act 1993

1993 Tasmanian 
Planning 
Commission

Statutory Planning Legislation The central Act within Tasmania’s Resource 
Management Planning System and provides  
the framework and key components for  
strategic and statutory land use planning  
and development.

The Act sets out the requirement for planning 
schemes that provide a framework for regulating 
the use and development of land, and some 
resources, within Local Government areas. It does 
not address vegetation management.30 The state 
planning current review process may provide the 
opportunity to address these concerns.

Local 
Government 
(Buildings and 
Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  
Act 1993

1993 Department  
of Premier  
and Cabinet

Statutory Planning Legislation A key Act which sets in place the responsibilities 
of State and Local Government with regards to 
building (development) approvals with regards 
to sub-divisions. The provisions of this Act are 
essential for Local Governments to enable 
development works in their council, and most 
important the ability of councils to require the 
inclusion of public open spaces in developments, or 
a financial contribution instead.31

The Tasmanian Open Space Policy and Planning 
Framework (see below) argues for a major 
overhaul of the developer contribution structure 
applied by the Act.

Regional 
Planning 
Initiative

2007 Tasmanian 
Planning 
Commission

Statutory 
/ Strategic

Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

A key planning reform of the Tasmanian 
Government was to undertake a Regional 
Planning Initiative which covers three regional 
planning partnership projects with Local 
Government across the North West, Northern, 
and Southern regions within Tasmania  
(see below).

Regional strategies are not intended to remove 
powers from councils to act as planning 
authorities in their jurisdictions, but planning 
schemes must display consistency with regional 
planning priorities and meet the objectives of the 
Resource Management and Planning System. 
This intends to create more equitable outcomes 
for local councils.

Tasmanian Open 
Space Policy 
and Planning 
Framework

2010 Department  
of Premier  
and Cabinet  
– Communities, 
Sport and 
Recreation 
Tasmania

Statutory 
/ Strategic

Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

Develops a policy framework for effective open 
space planning and provision at a state, regional 
and local level in Tasmania. Developed within  
the Sport and Recreation portfolio, the 
Framework (and portfolio) resides with the 
Premier’s Department.

The focus is on developing clear and consistent 
policies and strategies that will help guide open 
space planning and provision in the future at a 
state, regional and local level. This will aid open 
space planning and provision in the future at a 
state, regional and local level. The Framework 
argues for a major overhaul of the developer 
contribution structure applied by the Act,32 noting 
the 5% contribution structure is dated and not 
evidence based. 

A potential reference tool for other states  
and territories.
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29. Tasmanian Planning Commission (2015). Tasmanian planning reform. Tasmanian Planning Commission. Available from: <http://www.planning.tas.
gov.au/planning_our_future/tasmanian_planning_reform>. [4 September 2015].

30. Land Use Planning Act 1993 (TAS). Available here: <http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/index.w3p;cond=;doc_
id=70%2B%2B1993%2BAT%40EN%2B20150114000000;histon=;prompt=;rec=;term=>. [4 September 2015].

31. Local Government (Buildings and Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1993 (TAS). Available here: <http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/index.
w3p;cond=;doc_id=96%2B%2B1993%2BAT%40EN%2B20150115000000;histon=;prompt=;rec=;term=>. [4 September 2015].

32. Tasmanian Government (2010). Tasmanian Open Space Policy and Planning Framework. Sport and Recreation Tasmania, Hobart, TAS.
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Regional Land 
Use Strategy 
of Northern 
Tasmania

2013 Northern 
Tasmanian 
Development

Statutory 
/ Strategic

Planning Policy 
/ Strategy

A strategic plan for the region’s future 
development and planning to 2032. It has a 
20-year planning time horizon for integrated 
infrastructure, land use development and 
transport planning, underpinned by economic 
development, social and environmental 
strategies. The Strategy will be revised regularly 
as new evidence-based strategic planning 
investigations and information is made available 
to provide greater certainty to the strategic 
planning and development of the region.

Sets out the planning vision and strategic 
framework, sets “Land Use Patterns”, provides 
planning policies and implementation for the 
region. A key goal is enhancing community 
liveability, and this references open space and 
recreation needs. As Launceston and its greater 
urban area is the home to the largest urban 
population outside Hobart City, this is  
an important region.

Living on the 
Coast: The 
Cradle Coast 
Regional Land 
Use Planning 
Framework and 
Cradle Coast 
Regional Land 
Use Strategy 
2010 – 2030

2010 Cradle Coast 
Authority

Statutory 
/ Strategic

Planning Policy 
/ Strategy

The Framework sets out a vision for land use 
into the future in the Cradle Coast Region 
and provides a description of key regional 
characteristics and land use issues, explaining 
their relevance for land use planning. The 
Strategy is a statutory planning instrument that 
provides a consistent policy foundation for the 
regulatory intentions and requirements contained 
in local planning schemes prepared for each 
municipal area.

No clear identification of the role and opportunity 
for green assets, however the Framework does 
make reference to “Liveable and Sustainable 
Places” which includes public open spaces  
and the value of trees.

Southern 
Tasmania 
Regional Land 
Use Strategy

2011 Southern 
Tasmanian 
Councils Authority 

Statutory 
/ Strategic

Planning Policy 
/ Strategy

This Regional Land Use Strategy is intended to be 
a broad policy document that will facilitate and 
manage change, growth, and development within 
Southern Tasmania over the next 25 years. 

As with the two above strategies, this identifies 
the value of, and need to plan for, recreation  
and open spaces – referring to liveability  
and sustainability. 

Draft Open 
Space 
Acquisition 
Program

2010 City of Hobart Strategic Urban 
Greening

Policy 
/ Strategy

A review of privately-held bushland and open 
spaces in urban and peri-urban Hobart, with 
consideration of the value of the land and 
prioritisation of priority for acquisition by  
the council.

A dated product, however those councils which 
have not considered employing an acquisition 
strategy for public open space would benefit from 
considering this resource. The City of Hobart will 
be developing a POS strategy in 2015. 

Burnie 
Open Space 
Development 
Strategy

2010 Burnie Strategic Urban 
Greening

Policy 
/ Strategy

A combined baseline study and Strategy  
for the management of public open space  
in a small-medium sized Local Government.  
It sets out principles and policies for the  
future management of POS.

Developed under the Cradle Coast Regional  
Land Use Strategy, therefore a valuable tool  
to demonstrate the multi-level Government  
/ Stakeholder framework in operation.

Public Open 
Space Policy

2013 Clarence City 
Council

Strategic Urban 
Greening

Policy 
/ Strategy

To ensure the delivery of adequate and 
appropriate POS to serve the needs of the existing 
and future population in Clarence. The Policy will 
assist council to deliver a consistent approach 
to the consideration of POS. The Policy is based 
on the constraints of the enabling legislation, 
established planning principles and provides a 
structured and robust framework to assist with 
the implementation of other adopted council 
strategies as they relate to the delivery POS and 
associated networks. 

As one of the most recent resources in Tasmania 
at the council level, this is a handy tool for other 
councils. Most importantly, the Policy sets out a 
framework for applying developer contributions. 
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Open Space 
Strategy

2008 Devonport  
City Council

Strategic Urban 
Greening

Policy  
/ Strategy

The Strategy encompasses the acquisition, 
development and maintenance of the open  
space, in light of a range of existing resources 
that inform public open space management  
in Devonport.

A strategic view of achieving the goals set out  
in the guidelines below.

Guidelines for 
the Planning, 
Design and 
Construction  
of Public  
Open Space

2007 Devonport  
City Council

Strategic Urban 
Greening

Policy  
/ Strategy

Developed to set Devonport’s policy with regards 
to public open space management, it sets 
principles and provides detail for characterisation 
of locations around the council.

A policy and guideline which set out management 
practices (linked to above), this tool could be 
applied by other councils without much change.
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VICTORIA

The Victorian State Government entered office in 
late 2014, which has led to a number of machinery 
of government changes. Reforms are continuing, 

potentially providing the opportunity to address 
urban green space.  

Planning and 
Environment  
Act 1987

1987 Department of 
Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning

Statutory Planning Legislation Establishes a framework for planning the use, 
development and protection of land in Victoria. 
The Act is ‘enabling’ legislation and does not 
precisely define the scope of planning, how it 
should be done or the detailed rules that should 
apply to land use and development.

The Act provides for an agreement to be 
developed by landowners under the Act to 
protect vegetation on a property.

Planning and 
Environment 
Amendment 
(Infrastructure 
Contributions)  
Bill 2015

2015 Department of 
Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning

Statutory Planning Bill At present, Victoria’s premier planning legislation 
is the Planning and Environment Act 1987, 
however as part of the current planning 
reform package, the Bill seeks to introduce 
a simplified, standardised and transparent 
infrastructure contributions system for levying 
development contributions towards the provision 
of infrastructure in growth and strategic 
development areas across Victoria. The Bill 
intends to give developers and councils certainty 
about the level of contributions required, 
clarity around the types of infrastructure the 
contributions will fund, and reduce delays for 
both developers and homebuyers.

Intended to be introduced in early 2016 
for greenfield growth areas and strategic 
development areas. Whilst still under 
development, the Bill may be influenced 
to include clear guidance on collection and 
application of contributions so that they are 
levied at the appropriate rate and applied to the 
most appropriate need.

Subdivision  
Act 1988

1988   Department of 
Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning

Statutory Planning Legislation Sets out the procedures for the subdivision and 
consolidation of land, including buildings, and for 
the creation, variation or removal of easements 
or restrictions; and regulates the management 
of and dealings with common property. Section 
18 enables councils to require a contribution for 
open space from subdivision applicants. 

Where local planning schemes do not specify 
open space contributions, councils may employ 
the Act to require the applicant to set aside  
up to 5% of all land intended to be used for 
residential, industrial or commercial purposes  
as open space (or contribute funds to the value  
of 5% of the land value).

State  
Planning Policy 
Framework

1998 Department of 
Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning

Strategic Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

The State Planning Policy Framework is the 
key enabling strategic tool of the Victorian 
Government and implemented by both the  
state and local councils. 

The Planning Policy is comprised of a 
statement of general principles for land use 
and development planning and specific policies 
dealing with sectoral issues. The specific policies 
encompass objectives, generic implementation 
techniques applying across Victoria in relation to 
directions for particular areas and enables local 
councils to develop their own strategic policies 
for open space management.

The Planning Policy contains a range of 
supportive mechanisms for open space creation, 
protection and management. It seeks to develop 
an integrated network of public open spaces in 
the metropolitan area and regional linkages.  
A review of the policy was undertaken, however 
the Draft State Planning Policy Framework has 
not progressed beyond the draft stage.33
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33. Draft Planning Policy Framework, Department of Environment, Land, Water & Planning. Available from: <http://www.dtpli.vic.gov.au/planning/
panels-and-committees/current-panels-and-committees>. [30 November 2015].
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Residential 
Development 
Provisions 
(ResCode)

Department of 
Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning

Statutory 
/ Strategic

Planning Legislation The Residential Development Provisions are part 
of every planning scheme in Victoria and are not 
a stand-alone code as per other states. Planning 
scheme content may vary from municipality  
to municipality.

The provisions set a minimum land permeability 
requirement of 20%, but do not address 
vegetation needs. Councils sometimes take it 
upon their own planning schemes to address 
vegetation aspects.

Urban Design 
Charter for 
Victoria

2012 Department of 
Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning

Strategic Planning Tool A commitment by the Victorian Government 
to make cities and towns in Victoria more 
liveable through good urban design. The Charter 
identifies 12 principles as essential qualities for 
the functioning of good public environments, in 
making places that are valued and significant for 
those who use them. 

An excellent tool that guides urban architecture 
and could be picked up by other jurisdictions 
due to its principle-based structure. Public open 
spaces are valued, but the role of urban green 
assets could be improved.

Plan Melbourne 2014 Department of 
Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning 
/ Metropolitan 
Planning Authority

Strategic Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

Plan Melbourne is the Victorian Government’s  
key planning policy for Melbourne, it is a strategy 
to house, employ and connect more people to 
jobs and services closer to where they live.

The Plan was widely consulted upon and includes 
community desires for the protection of the 
environment and water resources, improve 
connectivity between locations and improve 
liveability. A core goal is to make the city greener, 
and it identifies a range of actions to improve 
urban green assets and spaces throughout the 
urban environment.34

Draft Boulevard 
Strategy

Draft Metropolitan 
Planning Authority

Strategic Infrastructure Policy  
/ Strategy

Victoria’s Metropolitan Planning Authority’s 
Boulevard Strategy is under development to 
create a network of contemporary boulevards 
across Melbourne to enhance liveability, support 
urban transformation and city greening. The 
Boulevard Strategy will identify opportunities 
to improve Melbourne’s existing boulevards and 
create new points of interest along other streets 
and key transport links. Public consultation will 
be undertaken in 2016, providing the opportunity 
to comment on the objectives.

The MPA is preparing the draft strategy in 
consultation with Local Government, state 
agencies, service authorities and other key 
stakeholders. The Strategy will focus on:

• Connecting key places and centres of activity.

• Supporting active transport travel.

• Increasing urban tree canopy cover.

• Creating distinctive entries to Melbourne.

• Enhancing streetscape outcomes.

Metropolitan 
Open Space 
Strategy (MOSS)

Draft Metropolitan 
Planning Authority

Strategic Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

The MOSS aims to create a clear picture of 
Melbourne’s current open space network and a 
greater understanding of open space needs as 
population grows. It will achieve this by:

• Creating a metropolitan open space network 
map which provides detailed information on  
our current network and how the network  
could look in 2050.

• Identifying opportunities for new open  
space and new connections.

• Clarifying government roles  
and responsibilities.

• Setting out principles for good network design.

• Identifying sustainable and appropriate funding 
arrangements for open space.

• Exploring ways of making better use of the 
existing network, including encouraging and 
celebrating innovative solutions and practices.

Whilst the concept of a MOSS is not new in 
Australia, Victoria is seeking to integrate a range 
of activities in the strategy beyond green network 
management. A case example for other states 
and territories to consider.
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34. Victorian Government (2014). Plan Melbourne. Department of Transport, Planning and Local Infrastructure, Melbourne, Vic.
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Permitted 
clearing of native 
vegetation  
– Biodiversity 
Assessment 
Guidelines

2013 Department of 
Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning

Statutory 
/ Strategic

Environment Guideline The purpose of these Guidelines is to guide how 
impacts on biodiversity should be considered 
when assessing an application for a permit to 
remove, lop or destroy native vegetation. They are 
incorporated into the Victoria Planning Provisions 
and all planning schemes in Victoria and replace 
Victoria’s Native Vegetation – A Framework  
for Action.

Takes a ‘no net loss’ approach to native 
vegetation clearing, meaning any vegetation 
removal must be offset by improving the 
remaining vegetation (onsite, or on a third  
party site) or onsite revegetation. Presently  
under review.

Engineering 
Design and 
Construction 
Manual for 
Subdivision in 
Growth Areas

2011 Metropolitan 
Planning Authority

Statutory 
/ Strategic

Planning Guideline Designed to standardise engineering 
requirements for subdivision development 
across all of Melbourne’s growth area councils. 
Encourages WSUD practices and integration  
of street forms and infrastructure, including 
street trees, open space, drainage, ecological  
and fauna habitats. 

Whilst the document is very much engineering 
focused, it does not neglect street trees and 
public open spaces. However, the Manual does 
defer to the Victorian Planning Provisions and 
many other State Government resources which 
guide development activities. The strength of  
the Manual therefore relies on other resources.

Planning Permit 
Exemptions: the 
‘10/50 rule’ and 
the ‘10/30 rule’ 

2011 Department of 
Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning

Statutory 
/ Strategic

Infrastructure Policy  
/ Strategy

The ‘10/50 rule’ enables all landowners in areas 
covered by the Bushfire Management Overlay  
to clear:

• Any vegetation on their property, including 
trees, within 10 metres of a house and; 

• Any vegetation except for trees within  
50 metres for bushfire protection.

• The ‘10/30 rule’ applies state-wide except for 
in 21 metropolitan municipalities and allows 
residents to clear:

• Any vegetation on their property, including 
trees, within 10 metres of a house. 

• Any vegetation except for trees within  
30 metres for bushfire protection.

The exemption has potential for misuse, the 
coverage of the bushfire management overlay 
restrictions prevents application in much of the 
metropolitan area. The clearing exceptions are 
not applicable to any construction conducted 
post 2009.

Electricity 
Safety (Electric 
Line Clearance) 
Regulations 
2015 

2015 Energy Safe 
Victoria

Statutory Infrastructure Legislation The Regulations prescribe the Code of Practice 
for Electric Line Clearance and procedures 
for standards and practices for tree cutting or 
removal in the vicinity of electric lines, and to 
minimise the danger of electric lines causing  
fire or electrocution.

The Regulations removed the previously flexible 
management (pruning) arrangements for street 
trees, as well as the increasing vegetation 
exclusion distances from power lines.35 The new 
distances between tree branches and overhead 
electricity wires impact to such an extent that 
street trees are at risk of being removed as 
pruning requirements would be too onerous or 
risk the health of the tree. Councils have been 
working with the energy companies to explore 
exemptions and infrastructure renewal schemes.

This has the potential to place street trees at risk 
of being removed as pruning requirements would 
be too onerous, or risk the health of the tree.
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35. Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2015 (Vic). Available here: <http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/num_reg/
eslcr2015n67o2015555/>. [4 September 2015].
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VicRoads Tree 
Planting Policy

2015 VicRoads Strategic Infrastructure Policy  
/ Guideline

This policy supports greener, healthier 
environments and facilitates a safe and efficient 
road network, by enabling tree planting in the 
road reserve under certain conditions.

The Policy acknowledges the value of trees in 
terms of a healthy environment and society, and 
seeks to balance this with creating safe roadsides 
for both pedestrians and vehicle users. It freely 
supports trees in lower speed zones, however in 
higher speed zones (60km/hr or higher) requires 
a higher level of assessment and use of various 
safety barriers.36 A good resource for other states 
and territories to consider in reviewing their own 
road policies. VicRoads is committed to reviewing 
and updating this policy as needed.

Urban Forest 
Strategy and 
Urban Forest 
Precinct Plans

2012 City of Melbourne Strategic Urban 
Greening

Policy  
/ Strategy

The City of Melbourne’s Urban Forest Strategy 
seeks to manage loss of urban forests and 
protect against future vulnerability by providing a 
robust strategic framework for the evolution and 
longevity of Melbourne’s urban forest. Melbourne 
Council is also developing 10 local Precinct Plans 
to guide specific planting in local neighbourhoods 
over the next 10 years. Seven precinct plans have 
been completed so far.

Held up as the premier local government urban 
Forest Strategy in Australia, this product is a key 
reference for other councils. A particular strength 
of the Strategy are the precinct plans, which 
address implementation needs at a precinct level.

Open Space 
Strategy

2012 City of Melbourne Strategic Urban 
Greening

Policy  
/ Strategy

The Open Space Strategy provides the overarching 
framework and strategic direction for open space 
planning in the City of Melbourne until 2027. A key 
objective of the Strategy is to plan Melbourne’s 
open space network to be within easy walking 
distance to the community, particularly in areas of 
forecasted population growth.

The Strategy proposes to increase the amount 
of both large and small open spaces to 
accommodate a growing population. Includes 
providing people with the opportunity to connect 
with nature.

Total Watermark 
– City as a 
Catchment

2014 City of Melbourne Strategic Environment / 
Infrastructure

Policy  
/ Strategy

Melbourne City Council’s plan for integrated 
water cycle management for 2014-2018 period,  
it addresses the following areas:

• Climate change adaptation and flood mitigation.

• Water for liveability.

• Water for the environment.

• Water use.

Application of the Strategy has resulted in some 
key changes to council practice, including the 
planting of low drought tolerant species and  
the development of significant stormwater 
harvesting schemes to support localised 
vegetation and features.
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36. Victorian Government (2014). VicRoads Tree Planting Policy. VicRoads, Melbourne, Vic.
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA

The Western Australian Government has a  
long-established planning system. As with some 
other states, WA is undertaking reform to address 

planning system weaknesses and the challenge of 
urban growth and infill development.

Planning and 
Development  
Act 2005

2005 Department 
of Planning, 
WA Planning 
Commission

Statutory Planning Legislation An Act to provide for a system of land use 
planning and development in the state and  
for related purposes. The Act provides for  
the levying of developer contributions.

The Act includes the ability to alter planning 
schemes for the preservation of trees, vegetation 
and other flora and fauna, and the maintenance 
of ecological processes and genetic diversity. 
Additionally provides the power by which state 
planning policies may be established to guide 
more specific planning needs.

State Planning 
Strategy 2050

2014 Department 
of Planning, 
WA Planning 
Commission

Statutory  
/ Strategic 

Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

WA’s State Planning Strategy is the state’s  
key planning policy. 

State Planning Strategy provides the strategic 
context for planning and development decisions 
throughout the state. A reform document that 
guides state and local planning activities, future 
activities and developments should be aware  
of the directions of this resource.

The Plan acknowledges the value of urban  
green assets in providing better public health 
outcomes and, as such, includes goals relating  
to social infrastructure such as liveability and 
open space, and identified the development of 
a green network.37 The Plan could better seek 
to embed these values throughout the entire 
planning structure.

Draft Perth 
and Peel @ 
3.5million

2015 Department 
of Planning, 
WA Planning 
Commission

Strategic Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

The report expands upon the objectives of the 
State Planning Strategy and provides a snapshot 
of the current status of Perth and establishes 
principles by which future development will 
address housing, employment, and environmental 
needs. The report includes four draft sub-regional 
planning frameworks which will become  
sub-regional structure plans to guide  
residential and industrial development,  
and supporting infrastructure.

The report seeks to identify urban infill  
impacts, yet reiterates the 10% public open  
space developer contribution applied in WA  
for decades.38 It would be timely to address  
this requirement in this policy document  
with the intent to inform future legislation  
and planning policies.

Directions 2031 
and Beyond: 
Metropolitan 
Planning Beyond 
the Horizon

2010 Department 
of Planning, 
WA Planning 
Commission

Strategic Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

Directions 2031 addresses urban growth needs 
and also takes into consideration the need to 
protect our natural ecosystems. The framework 
provides for different lifestyle choices, vibrant 
nodes for economic and social activity and  
a more sustainable urban transport network.  
The framework will also encourage a long-term 
approach to the provision of infrastructure  
in an economically sustainable way.

Proposes that new growth occur in a more 
balanced manner, focused on neighbourhood 
centres linked by efficient transport 
infrastructure, and networks of parks  
and biodiversity areas.39

Liveable 
Neighbourhoods

2007 Department 
of Planning, 
WA Planning 
Commission

Strategic Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

Liveable Neighbourhoods is Western Australia’s 
primary policy for the design and assessment 
of structure plans (regional, district and local) 
and subdivision for new urban (predominantly 
residential) areas in Perth metropolitan and Peel 
regions and major regional centres, on greenfield 
and large infill sites.

Reviewed in 2015, Liveable Neighbourhoods 
encourages the design and delivery of an 
integrated network of public open space that 
provides communities with access  
to nature, sport and recreation.40
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39. Western Australian Planning Commission (201) Directions 2031 and Beyond: Metropolitan Planning Beyond the Horizon. Western Australian 
Planning Commission, Perth, WA.

40. Western Australian Planning Commission (2015) Draft 2015 Liveable Neighbourhoods. Western Australian Planning Commission, Perth, WA.

37. Western Australian Planning Commission (2014) State Planning Strategy 2050. Western Australian Planning Commission, Perth, WA.

38. Western Australian Planning Commission (2015) Draft Perth & Peel@3.5million. Western Australian Planning Commission, Perth, WA.
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State Planning 
Policy 3.1 : 
Residential 
Design Codes 
of Western 
Australia

2015 Department 
of Planning, 
WA Planning 
Commission

Statutory 
/ Strategic

Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

The Residential Design Codes are a package 
of codes which set urban density and design 
requirements. The Codes guide minimum 
boundary and streetscape set-backs, and 
landscape requirements.

Updated in 2015, the Design Codes have sought 
to better address the provision of sufficient area 
for green space in residential neighbourhood and 
block design.

State Planning 
Policy 3.6 
Development 
Contributions for 
Infrastructure

2009 Department 
of Planning, 
WA Planning 
Commission

Statutory 
/ Strategic

Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

Prepared under the Planning and Development 
Act 2005, the Policy sets out the principles 
and considerations that apply to development 
contributions for the provision of infrastructure in 
new and established urban areas. A development 
contribution plan does not have effect until it is 
incorporated into a local planning scheme.

In light of a changing planning policy 
environment, this planning tool should be revised 
to reflect changes to Liveable Neighbourhoods 
and the Residential Design Codes.

Bush Forever 
Program: 
State Planning 
Policy 2.8 
Bushland Policy 
for the Perth 
Metropolitan 
Region 

2010 Department 
of Planning, 
WA Planning 
Commission

Strategic Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

The aim of the Policy is to provide a policy and 
implementation framework that will ensure 
bushland protection and management issues in 
the Perth Metropolitan Region are appropriately 
addressed and integrated with broader land use 
planning and decision-making. This will secure 
long-term protection of biodiversity and associated 
environmental values. The Policy recognises 
the protection and management of significant 
bushland areas as a fundamental consideration 
in the planning process, while also seeking to 
integrate and balance wider environmental, social 
and economic considerations.

A valued program which seeks to protect existing 
bushland and support regeneration efforts  
/ expansion where available. Potentially a tool  
for other states and territories to consider  
where they lack similar instruments.

Development 
Control Policy 
2.3 Public 
Open Space 
in Residential 
Areas

2002 Department 
of Planning, 
WA Planning 
Commission

Statutory 
/ Strategic

Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

The Policy establishes the requirement that  
10% of the gross subdivisible area of a conditional 
subdivision shall be given up free of cost by the 
subdivider for public open space.

The development control requirement for public 
open space is dated and could be revised. 

Better Places 
and Spaces 
Policy

2013 Office of the 
Government 
Architect

Strategic Planning Policy  
/ Strategy

The intention of the Better Places and Spaces 
Policy is to deliver improvements in the quality of 
Western Australia’s built environment. It includes 
urban spaces; constructed landscapes and places.

A progressive guidance tool for its time, it 
would be beneficial to update this tool in light 
of the changing planning environment and the 
advancement in open space knowledge and needs.

Vegetation within 
the road reserve

Main Roads WA Strategic Planning Guideline These documents set out the preferred practice 
of Main Roads Western Australia in conducting 
revegetation and landscaping works within the 
road reserve.

Sets (variable) limits of planting (plant size, 
form) within the road reserve, and while not 
as restrictive as some jurisdications roadside 
vegetation management guidelines, it could be 
updated to reflect growing awareness of the 
value of vegetation and better address linkages  
to water sensitive urban design.

Public Parkland 
and Planning 
and Design 
Guide (WA)

2014 Department  
of Sport  
and Recreation

Strategic Urban 
Greening

Guideline To ensure optimal allocation of land and water 
resources to provide a well-distributed and 
connected suite of parklands that can be adapted 
to meet changes in social and environmental 
conditions. To ensure access to high quality, 
well-activated, sustainable parkland systems that 
meet diverse community needs and expectations.

This form of policy typically resides in a different 
department in other jurisdictions, therefore the 
inclusion of a sporting perspective is interesting 
to consider. As a new resource for the state, this 
will need to be updated regularly to keep up with 
the growing knowledge in this space.
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PRODUCTIVITY

Plants and trees enrich work spaces. 
In fact, it has been found that those 
working in ‘green’ environments are 
17% more productive than those in bare 
spaces without trees and plants.2 

1. Newspoll commissioned by NGIA & Smart Approved WaterMark in November 2011 
among 702 people aged over 18 years living in the cities of Sydney, Melbourne, 
Brisbane, Adelaide and Perth – report supplied on request.

2. Knight, C. & Alexander, H. (2010). The relative merits of lean, enriched and 
empowered offices: An experimental examination of the impact of workplace 
management strategies on wellbeing and productivity. Journal of Experimental 
Psychology: Applied, 16(2), 158-172.

HEALTH & WELLBEING 

83% of Australians see green space as a 
place for relaxation and taking time out. 
73% see their garden as a sanctuary for 
their mental wellbeing.1 Contact with nature 
is found to have health and psychological 
benefits, including:

• reducing stress

• improving attention

• having a positive effect  
on mental restoration

• increasing longevity

COMMUNITY CONNECTION
89% of respondents in the Global Green Space 
Report consider having access to green space a 
human right. In addition to the mental and physical 
benefits of green space, it is a valuable way for 
people to connect to each other.4

CLEAN AIR
We all know that trees act as our planet’s lungs. 
Research into urban forestry has found that large, 
healthy trees remove approximately 70 times 
more air pollution than smaller healthy trees.5

LOCAL COMMERCE
Research found that customers prefer shopping 
in well-tended streets with large trees. The  
study also found they would pay 9-12% more  
for goods sold in central business districts with 
high-quality tree canopy. More trees equals  
more local street commerce.6

WATER MANAGEMENT
Trees and plants act as a natural water filtration  
system. In particular, green roofs can store  
significant amounts of water and reduce the  
run-off entering sewer systems and waterways.  
This means more water staying where it falls.

BIOPHILIA
People like to be in and around nature. In 
particular, giving children access to nature 
promotes their mental and emotional wellbeing 
and has been proven to have a positive effect on  
children’s behaviour.

Big claims. Want proof?  
Our website has a 
collection of research 
papers on these topics  
and more. 

3. www.aila.org.au/LApapers/papers/trees/Moore UrbanTreesWorthMore 
ThantheyCost.pdf.

4.  Husqvarna, Global Green Space Report (2013). 

5. The Effects of Urban Trees on Air Quality (Nowak, USDA Forest Service, 2002,  
nrs.fs.fed.us/units/urban/local-resources/downloads/Tree_Air_Qual.pdf).

6. Akbari, H. (2009). Cooling our Communities. A Guidebook on Tree Planting and 
Light-Colored Surfacing. Berkeley, CA: Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory.

WHY MORE  
GREEN SPACE?
Simply put, green space is good for 
business, good for people and good  
for the environment.

COOLER CITIES

Everyone knows it’s cooler in the shade. 
But did you know shade is also valuable? 
For instance, trees drop temperatures 
by up to 8˚C, reducing air conditioner use 
and carbon emissions by an estimated 
12-15% per annum.3

www.aila.org.au/LApapers/papers/trees/Moore UrbanTreesWorthMore
ThantheyCost.pdf
www.aila.org.au/LApapers/papers/trees/Moore UrbanTreesWorthMore
ThantheyCost.pdf
nrs.fs.fed.us/units/urban/local-resources/downloads/Tree_Air_Qual.pdf


6968

A BIG THANKS to all these people 
who agreed to be interviewed.

John Frazer

Bronwen Walker

Sue Messer

Bob Taylor

Grant Thomas

Wayne Lacey

Suzanne Dunford

David Martin

Matthew Rose

Jenny Guice

Charmian Eckersley

Todd Layt

Rick Walters

Drosso Lelekis

Julian Butler

Michael Smit

Jason Byrne

Ian Rose

Matthew Lang

Stuart Pope

Paul Smith

Alex Ward

Mary Massina

John Vandenburg

Andrew Grant

Vikki Sinnott

Clare Lombardi

Jim Papadimitriou

Mark Brennan

Kate Stapleton

Craig Hallam

Jan Black

Elizabeth Alcorn

Adrian Gray

Stephen Livesly

Rachel Hughes

Matthew Daniel

David Matthews

Paul Ellenbroek

Ryan Taylor

Erin Harrison

Paul Garbett

Gavin Giles

Joseph Filia

Hugh Gardiner

Rachel Thorpe

THE 202020 VISION  
IS A LIVING, GROWING PROJECT.
Keep up to date with the latest:

On the website:  
202020vision.com.au

By email:  
subscribe to our newsletter. hello@202020vision.com.au

On LinkedIn:  
linkedin.com/groups/202020-Vision-5155492 

In person:  
look out for upcoming 202020 Vision events in your area.

This project, NY15008: Extension to Barriers to Adoption of the 202020 Vision, has been funded by Horticulture Innovation Australia Limited using the 
Nursery levy and funds from the Australian Government.

Horticulture Innovation Australia Limited (Hort Innovation) makes no representations and expressly disclaims all warranties (to the extent permitted by 
law) about the accuracy, completeness, or currency of information in NY15008: Extension to Barriers to Adoption of the 202020 Vision.

Reliance on any information provided by Hort Innovation is entirely at your own risk. Hort Innovation is not responsible for, and will not be liable for, any loss, 
damage, claim, expense, cost (including legal costs) or other liability arising in any way (including from Hort Innovation or any other person’s negligence or 
otherwise) from your use or non-use of NY15008: Extension to Barriers to Adoption of the 202020 Vision, or from reliance on information contained in the 
material or that Hort Innovation provides to you by any other means.
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